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ADVERTISEMENT. 

We have the Pcrmiflion of George Scotty Efq; 
(who kindly undertook to fettle the Affairs of Mr» 
Nafi}y for the Benefit of his Family and Creditors) 
to aflure the Publick^ that all the Papers found in 
the Cuftody of Mr, Najh^ which any ways refpeft- 
ed his Life, and were thought interefting to the 
Publick, were communicated to the Editor of this 
Volume;, fo that the Reader will, at leaft^ have the 
Saiisfa<flion of perufing an Account that is genuine^ 
^nd not the Work of Imagination^ as Biographical 
Writings too frequently are. 



PREFACE. 

THE following memoir is neither 
calculated to enflame the reader's 
paffions with defcriptions of gallantry, nor 
tp gratify his malevolence with details of 
fcan4al, The amours of coxcombs, an4 
the purfuits of debauchees, are as deftitutc 
of novelty to attrad us, as they are of va- 
riety to entertain, they ftill prefent us but 
the fame pidure, a pidlure we haye feen 
a thoufand times repeated* The life of 
Mr, Najh is incapable of fupplying any 

. entertainment jpf this nature to a prurient 
puriofity. Tho' it was paft in the very 
midft of debauchery, he praftifed but 
few of thofe yices he was often obliged 
to affent to. Tho' he lived where gal- 
lantry was the capital purfuit, he was nc- 

^ ver kno\yn to favour it by his example, 
and what authority he had was fet to op- 
pofe it, tnftead therefore of a ronianfic 
hiftory, filled with warnjpifturcs and fan- 
piful adventures, the reader of the follow- 
ing 
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ing account muft reft fatlsfied with a ge- 
nuine and candid recital compiled from the 
papers he left behind^, and others equally 
authentic; a recital neither written with a 
fpirit of fatire nor panegyric, and with 
fcarcc any other art, than that of arrang- 
ing the materials in their natural 6rdef . 

But tho' little art has been ufed, it iar 
hoped that fbme entcrtainmeht may be 
coUeftcd from the lifeof aperfon fomuch 
talked of, and yet fo little known as Mr. 
Nq^. The hiftory of a man, who for 
more than fifty years prefided over the 
pleafores of a polite kihgdom, and whofe 
life, tho' wiAotrt any thing to fiirprife, 
was ever marked with fingularity, dc- 
fcrves the attention of the prefent age j 
the pains he took in purfuing pfcafure,^ 
and the folemnity he affumcd in adjufting 
trifles, may one day claim the fmile of 
pofterity. At leaft fuch an hiftory is well 
enough calculated to fupply a vacant 
hour With innocent amufement, however 
it may fail to open the heart, or improve 
the underftanding. 

Yet 
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Yet his life, how trifling foever it may 
appear to the inattentive* was not with- 
out its real advantages to the public. He 
was the firft who difFufed a defire of fo- 
ciety, and an eafinefs of addrefs among a 
whole people who were formerly cenfured 
by foreigners for a refervednefs of beha- 
' viour, and an aukward timidity in their 
firft approaches. He firft taught a fa- 
miliar intercourle among ftrangers at 
Bath and Tiinbridge, which ftill fubfifts 
among them. That eafc and open accefs 
firft acquired there, our gentry brought 
back to the metropolis, and thus the 
whole kingdom by degrees became more 
refined by leflbns originally derived, from 
him. 

Had it been my defign to have made 
this hiftory more pleafing at the expence 
of truth, it had been eafily performed ; 
but I chofe to defcribe the man as he was, 
not fuch as imagination could have help- 
ed in compleating his pi(Sure ; he will 
be found to be a weak man, governing 
weaker fubjefts, and may be confidered 
as refembling a 'monarch oi Cappadocia^ 
I whom 
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whom Cicero ibmcwherc calls, the littU 
hng of a little pepplei 

But while I have been cireful iil de- 
ieribing the monarchy his dominions have 
claimed no fmall fhare of my attention ^ 
I have given an exad: account of the rife> 
legulation, and nature of the amufcments 
cf the city of Bathy how far Mr. Nap 
contributed to eftabliOi and refine them, 
and what pleafure a ftranger may expedl 
there upon his arrival. Such Anecdotes as 
are at once true and worth preferving art 
produced in their order, and fome flories 
are added, which, tho* commonly known, 
more ncceffarily belong to this hiftory, 
than to the places from whence they have 
been extradled. But it is needlefs to point 
out the pains that have been taken, or the 
entertainment that may be expefted from 
tfie perufal of this performance. It is but an 
indifferent way to gain the reader's efteem, 
to be my own panegyrift, nor is this pre- 
face fo much defigned to lead him to 
beauUes, as to demand pardon for defedts.^ 

THE 
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^ I S T O RY owes its . excellence 

JK H 3bC ^^^^ ^^ ^^^ writer's manner 
k ji than the materials of which it 
^ is compofed. The intrigues of 
courts, or the devaflation of armies, are re- 
garded by the remote ipeftator with ^as 
little attention as the fquabbles of a vil- 
lage, or the fate of a malefadtor^ that 
fall under his own obfervation- The 
great and the little, as they have the 
R fam^ 
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fame fenfes, and the fame afFeAions, ge- 
nerally prefent the fame pifture to the 
hand of the draughtfman 3 and whether 
the heroe or the clown be the fubjedt of 
the memoir, it is only man that appears 
with all his native minutenefs about 
him ; for nothing very great was ever yet 
formed from the little materials of hu- 
manity. 

Thus none can properly be faid to 
write hiftory, but he who underftands 
the human heart, and its whole train of 
affedlions and follies, Thofe affedtions 
and follies are properly the materials he 
has to work upon. The relations of 
great events may furprize indeed ; they 
may be calculated to inftru<St thofe very 
few, who govern the million beneath^ 
but the generality of mankind find the 
moft real improvement from relations 
which are levelled to the general furface 
of life ; which tell, not how men 
learned to conquerr, but how they en- 
deavoured to live ; not how they gained 
the (hout of the admiring croud, but 

how 
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how they acquired the efteem of their 
friends and acquaintance. 

Every man's own life would perhaps 
furnifh the moft pleafing materials for 
hiftoiy , if he only had candour enough 
to be fincere, and fkill enough to feled; 
fuch parts as once making him mere 
prudent, might ferve to render his 
readers more cautious. There are few 
who do not prefer a page of Montaigne 
or Colley Cibbevy who candidly tells uS 
what they thought of the world, and 
the world thought of them, to the more 
ftately memoirs and tranfa<9:ions of £«- 
ropty where we fee Kings pretending 
to immortality, that are now almofl: 
forgotten, and ftatefmen planning fri- 
volous negociations, that fcarce outlive 
the figning. 

It were to be wiihed that minifters and 
Kings were left to write their own hiflo- 
ries ; they are truly ufeful to few but 
themfelves ; but for men whp are con- 
tented v/ith more humble ftations, I 
fancy fuch truths only are ferviceable as 
£ 2 may 
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may condudt them fafely through life^ 
That knowledge which we can turn to 
our real benefit fhould be moll eagerly 
purfued. Treafures which we cannot 
ufe but little encreafe the happinefs o^ 
even the pride of the poffeflbr. 

I profefs to write the hiftory of a man 
placed in the middle ranks of life ; of 
one, whofe vices and virtues were open 
to the eye of the moft undifcerning 
fpedlator, who was placed in public 
view, without power to reprefs ccnfure, 
or command adulation, who had toa 
much merit not to become remarkable, 
yet too much folly to arrive at greatnefs. 
I attempt the charadter of one, who was 
juft fiich a man- as probably you or I 
may be, but with this difference, that, 
he never performed an a<ftion which the 
world did not know^, or ever formed a 
wifh which he did not take pains to 
divulge. In fliort, I have choien to write 
the life of the noted Mr. Na/^j, as it will 
be the delineation of a mind without 
difguife, of a man ever affiduous without' 

indultry 
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induftry, and pleafing to his iliperiors, 
without any fuperiority of genius or un- 
derftanding. 

Yet if there be any who think the 
fubjed: of too little importance to com- 
mand attention, and had rather gaze at 
the adions of the great, than be diredt- 
cd in guiding their own, I have one 
undeniable claim to their attention. Mr. 
Najh was himfelf a King. In this par- 
ticular, perhaps no Biographer has been 
fo happy as L They who are for a de- 
lineation of men and manners may find 
feme fatisfadtion that way, and thofe 
who delight in adventures of Kings and 
Qneens, may perhaps find their hopes 
fatlsfied in another. 

It is a matter of very little importance 
who were the parents, or what was the 
education of a man who owed fo little of 
his advancement to either. He feldom 
boafted of family or learning, and hi& 
father's name and circumftances were fo 
Jittle known, that Dodlor Cheyne ufed 
B 3 ix^ 
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frequently to fay, that Najh had no fa- 
ther. The Dutchefs of Marlborough one 
day rallying him in public company upon 
the obfcurity of his birth, compared him 
to Gil Bias y who was afliamed of his fa- 
ther: No, Madam, replied iVi^, I fel- 
dom mention my father in company, not 
becaufe I have any reafon to be afhamed 
of him ; but becaufe he has fome reafoa 
to be afhamed of me. 

However, though fuch anecdotes be 
immaterial, to go on ki the ufual courfe 
of hiftory, it may be proper to obferve, 
that Richard Najhy Efq; the fubjedl of this 
memoir> was born in the town of Swan-- 
feay in Glamor ganjhirey on the i8th of 
OSlober^ in the year 1 674 *. His father 

was 

* This account of his birth and parentage is 
confirmed by the following memorandum, written 
by Mr. Na/o himfelf in a book belonging to Mr* 
Charles Morgan^ at the CofFee-Houfe in Bath ; 
whence it was tranfcribed by George Scott^ Efq; to 
whom we arc indebted for this and many other 
anecdotes refpefting the life of Mr. Najh, 
. *' My father was a Welch Gentleman, my mo- 
ther niece to col. Poyer^ who was murdered by 
Oliver for defending Pembroke, I was born 0£f. 10, 
1674, in Swanfey, Ghmcrgan/bir^eJ^ 
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was a gentleman, whofe principal income 
arofe from a partnerfhip in a glafs-houfc; 
his mother was niece to Colonel Poyer^ 
who was killed by Oliver Cromwell^ for 
^lefending Pembroke caftle againfl the re- 
bels. He was educated under Mr, Mad-- 
Jocks at Cartnartban fchool, and from 
thence fent to Jefus college, in Oxford^ 
in order to prepare him for the ftudy 
of the law. His father had ftrained 
his little income to give his fon fuch 
an education, but from the boy*s natural 
vivacity, he hoped a recompence from 
his future preferment. In college, how- 
ever, he foon (hewed that though much 
might be expected from his genius, no- 
thing could be hoped from his induftry, 
A mind ftrongly turned to pleafure, d-^. 
ways is firft feen at the univcrfityt there 
the youth firft finds himfelf freed from 
the reftraint of tutors, and being treated 
by his friends in fome meafure as a man, 
affumes the paflions and defires of riper 
age, and difcovers in the boy, what are 
likely to be the afFedions of his matu- 
rity. 

B 4 The 
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Thcfirft method Mr. Najh took to dif» 
Iflnguifh himfclf at college was not by ap-r 
plication to ftudy, but by his afliduity in 
intrigue. In the neighbourhood of every 
univcrfity there are girls who with fome 
beauty^ fome coquetry, and little fortune, 
lie upon thq watch for every raw amorous 
youth, more inclined to make love than 
to ftudy. Our Heroe was quickly caught, 
and went through all the mazes and ad« 
vcnturcs of a college intrigue, before he 
was feventccn ; he offered marriage, the 
offer was accepted, but the whole affair 
coming to the knowledge of his tutor, 
his happinefs, or perhaps his future mi-? 
fery, was prevented, and he v/as fent 
home from college, with necefTary advice 
to him, and proper inftrudtions to hi? 
father *^ 

When 

* Since the publication of the firft edition of this 
book, notice has been taken in fome of the news- 
papers. of Mr. A^iT/^/s leaving the Uniyerfity without 
dlfcharglng afniall debt which he owed to the college 
where he was placed, and which ftands on their 
books to this day. This is 9 circumftance, which 
we were informed of before the publication of our 
former Edition 5 but as our bufmefs was to vwite 
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When a man knows his power over 
the fair fex, he generally commences their 
admirer for the reft of life. That tri-^ 
umph which he pbt^ins over one,, only 
makes him the flave of another; and thus 
he proceeds, conquering and conquered, 
to the doling pft the fcene. The army 
feemed the njoftHkely profeffion in which 
to difplay this inclination for gallantry } 
he therefore purchafed a pair of colours, 
(Commenced a profpfled admirer of the 
fcx, and drelfed to the very edge of his 
finances. But the life of a foldier is more 
pleafmg to thefpedtator at a diftance than 
to the perfon who makes the experiment, 
Mr. Nq/h foon found that a red coat alone 
jvpuld never fijccced, that the company of 

the 

the life of Mr. Najh^ and not to fettle his accounts, 
it feemed to us too immaterial to deferve any parti- 
jcular notice : befidcs, had we pajd any regard tp 
this, we Qught alfq to have taken fome notice of 
another anecdote, communicated to us, which ivas, 
that when he .^as fent from college he left behin4 
Jiim a pair pf boots, two pUys, a tobacco-box, and 
a fiddle, which had engaged more of his attention 
than either t^e publick pr private leftures. But as 
Jthis, as well as the other, could afford neither en- 
tertainment nor edification^ they were purpofely 
f^piiti^ed. 
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the fair fex is not to be precured without 
expence^ and that his fcanty commiffion 
could never procure him the proper re- 
imburfements. He found too that the 
profefiion of arms required attendance and 
duty, and often encroached upon thofe 
hours he could have wiibed to dedicate 
to fofter purpofcs^ In ihort, he foon be-» 
came difgufled with the life of a foldier^ 
quitted the army, entered his name as a 
iludent in the temple books^ and here 
went to the very fummit of fecond-ratc 
luxury. Though very poor he was very 
fine ; he fpread the little gold he had, in 
the mofl oftentatious manner, and though 
the gilding was but thin, he laid it on as 
far as it would go. They who know the 
town, cannot be unacquainted with fuch 
a chara<3:er as I defcribei one, who, 
though he may have dined in private 
upon a banquet ferved cold from a cook's 
ihop, fhall drefs at fix for the fide box ; 
one of thofe, whofe wants are only 
known to their laundrefs and tradef- 
men, and their fine cloaths to half 
the nobility; who fpend more in chair 

hire^ 
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hire, than houfekeeping ;, and prefer a 
bow from a Lord, to a dinner from a 
Commoner. 

In this manner Mr. Najb fpent fbme 
years about town, till at laft his genteel 
appearance, his conflant civility, and ftill 
more, his afliduity, gained him the ac- 
quaintance of fcveral perfons qualified to 
lead the fafhion both by birth and fortune* 
To gain the friendship of the young no- 
bility Jittle more is jequifite than much 
fubmiflion and very fine cloaths; dref$ 
has a mechanical influence upon the 
mind, and we naturally are awed into re- 
ipedl and efteem at the elegance of thofe, 
whom even our reafon would teach us to 
contemn. He feemed early fcnfible of hu- 
man weaknefs in this refpeft, he brought 
a perfon genteely dreflTed to every affcm- 
bly, he always made one of thofe who 
are called very good company, and af- 
furance gave him an air of elegance and 
€aie« 

When 
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When King JVilliam was upon the 
throne, Mr. Najh was a member of the 
Middle Tetnpk. It had been long cufto- 
mary for the Inns of court to entertain our 
Monarchs upon their acceflion to the 
crown, or fome fuchremarks^ble occafion, 
with a revel and pageant. In the earlier 
periods of our hiftory. Poets were the con- 
duiftois of thefe entertainments; plays 
were exhibited, and complimentary verfes 
were then written; but by degrees the pa-r 
geant alone was continued. Sir John JDavis 
teing the laft poet that wrote verfes upon 
iuch an occafion in the reign of Jarfie^ I, 

ThijS ceremony, which ha§ been at length 
totally difcontinued, was laft exhibited in 
honour of King William^ and Mr. Najl^ 
was chofeh to condudt the whole with 
proper decorum. He was then but a 
very young man, but we fge at how early 
aa age he was thought proper to guide 
the amufements of his country, and be 
the Arbitet Elegantiarum of his time; wq 
fee how early he gave proofs of that fpirit 
of regularity, for which he afterwards be^ 

came 
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came famous, and fhewed an attention ta 
thofe little circumftances, of wr ch, the' 
the obfervance be trifling, the negleit has 
often interrupted men of the greateil 
abilities in the progrefs of their fortunes* 

In conducing this entertainnierit, Najh 
had an opportunity of exhibiting all hid 
abilities, and King William was fo well 
fatisfied with his performance, that he 
made him an offer of knighthood. This^ 
however, he thought proper to refufe, 
which in a perfon of his difpofition feemd 
ftrange. Fleafe your Majefty^ replied he^ 
when the oflfer was made him, if you 
intend to make me a Knight^ I wijh it may 
be one of your poor Knights of Windfof, 
and then I Jhall have a for tune 9 at teaft 
able to fupport my title. Yet we do not 
find, that the King took the hint of 
encreafing his fortune, perhaps he could 
not, he had at that time numbers to ob- 
lige, and he never cared to give money 
without important fervices. 

Bat 
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But though Najb acquired no riches by 
his late office, yet he gained many friends^ 
or what is more eaiily obtained, many 
acquaintance, who often anfwer die end 
as well, \^ the populous city where he 
refided, to be known was almoft fynoni- 
mous with being iii the road to fortune. 
How many little Things do we fee, with- 
out merit, or without friends, pufh them* 
fclves forward into pi^blic nptice, and by 
felf-advertizing, attrafl: the attention of 
the day. The wife defpife them, but 
the public are not all wife. Thus they 
fucceed, rife upon the wing of folly, or 
of fa/hion, and by their fuccefs give a 
new fan<5lion to effrontery. 

But befide his aflurance, Mr. Naj}^ had 
in reality fome merit and fome virtues. 
He was, if not a brilliant, at leaft an eafy 
companion. He never forgot good man- 
ners, even in the higheil warmth of fa- 
miliarity, and, as I hinted before, never 
went in a dirty fhirt to diigrace the table 
of his patron or his friend. Thefe quali- 
fications might make the furniture of his 

head y 
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head ; but for his heart, that feemed an 
affemblage of the virtues which difplay 
an honeft benevolent mind ; with the 
vices which fpring from too much good 
nature. He had pity for every creature's 
diftrefsy but wanted prudence in the ap^ 
plication of his benefits. He had gene* 
rofity for the wretched in the higheft de- 
gree, at a time when his cceditors com- 
plained of his juftice. He often ipoke 
faUhoods ; but never had any of his harm- 
iefs tdes tindtured with malice. 

An inftance of his humanity is told us 
in the Spe&ator, though his name is not 
mentioned. When he was to give in his 
accompts to the mailers of the temple^ 
atfiong other articles, he charged For 
making me man happy 10 A Being quef- 
tioned about the meaning of fo ftrange an 
item, he frankly declared, that happen-* 
ing to over-hear a poor man declare to 
his wife and a large family of children^ 
that 10/. would make him happy,- he 
could not avoid trying the experiment. 
He added, that if they did not chufe to 

acquiefce 
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^cquiefce In his charge, he was ready fof' 
refund the money. The maftcrs, ftrucfc 
with fuch an uncommon inflanceof good 
nature, publicly thanked him for his be- 
nevolence, and defired that the fum might, 
be doubled as a proof of their fatisfaiftiori. 

Another inftance of his unaccountable* 
generofity, and I {hall proceed. In fome 
tranfkdtions with one of his friends, Mr. 
iS/i^wasbroughtindebtortwenty pounds* 
His friend frequently afked for the moneys 
and was as often denied. He fomid at 
lafl, that affiduity was likely to have 
no eifefl:, and therefore contrived an ho- 
nourable method of getting, back his mo-' 
VLcy without diflblving thcfriendfliip that 
fublifted between them. One day^ re- 
turning from Napfs chamber with the 
ufual alTurance of being paid to morrow^ 
he went to one of their mutual acquaint^ 
ancc, and related the frequent difappoint- 
mentshehad received, and the little hopea 
he had of being ever paid. ♦* My defign, 
** continues he, is that you fhould go, and 
** try to borrow twenty pounds from Na/b^ 

*^ and 
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** and bring me the money. I am apt 
•* to think, he will lend to you, though 
^* he will not pay me. Perhaps we 
*' may extort from his generofity, what 
** I have failed to receive from his juf- 
*• tice." His friend obeys, and going to 
Mr. Nafl^i aflured him, that, unlefs re-* 
lieved by his friendship, he fliould cer- 
tainly be undone; he wanted to borrow 
twenty pounds, and had tried all his ac-^ 
quaintance "without fuccefs^ Mr. Nafl)^ 
who had, but fome minutes before, re- 
fufed to pay a juft debt^ was in raptures 
at thus giving an inftance of his friend- 
ihip, and inftantly lent what was requir-* 
cd. Immediately upon the receipt, the 
pretended borrpwer goes to the real credi-» 
tor, and gives him the money, who met 
Mr. Naflo the day after; our heroe,- upon 
feeing him, immediately began his ufual 
excufes, that the billiard room had ftript 
him, that he was never fo damnably out 
of cafli ; but that in a few days— *My 
dear Sir, be under no uneafinefs, replied 
the other, I would not interrupt your 
tranquillity for the world, you lent twenty 
C pounds 
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pounds yeftcrday to our friend of the bade 
ftairs, and he lent it to me, give him 
your receipt, and yon fhall have mine, 
** Perdition feize diec, cried Nafiy ^thou 
^* haft been too many for me. You de- 
•' manded a debt, he aiked a favour ; to 
•* pay thee, would not cncreafe our 
** friendihip> but to lend him was pro- 
•* curing a new friend, by conferring a 
•' new obligation/* 

Whether men, at the time I am now 
talking of, had more wit than at prefent, 
I will not take upon me to determine ; 
but certain it is, they took more pains 
to fliew what they had. In that age, a 
fellow of high humour would drink na 
wine, but what was ftrained through his^ 
miftrefs's fmock. He would eat a pair 
of her fhoes tofled up in a fricafee. He 
would fwallow tallow-candles inftead of 
toafted cheefe, and even run naked 
about town, as it was theft faid, to di- 
vert the ladies. In fhort, that was the 
age of fuch kind of wit, as is the moft 
diftant of all others from wifdom. 

Mr/ 
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Mr. Najh^ as he fomctltnes played 
tricks with others, upon certain occa-» 
(ions, received very fevere retaliations. 
Being at Tork^ and having loft all his 
money j fomc of his companions agreed 
to equip him with fifty guineas, upon 
this provifo, that he would ftand at the 
great door of the Minfter, in a blanket, 
as the people were coming out of church. 
To this propofal he readily agreed, but 
the Dean palling by unfortunately knew 
him. What, cried the Divine, Mr. 
Najhj in mafquerade ? Only a Yorkihire 
penance, Mr. Dean, for keeping bad 
company f fays A^^j, pointing to his com- 
panions. 

Some time after this, he won a wager 
of ftill greater confequence, by riding 
naked through a village upon a cow. 
This was then thought an harmlefs fro- 
lic, at prefent it would be looked upon 
with deteftation. 

He was once invited by fome gen- 
tlemen of the navy, on board a man of 
war, that had failing orders'for the Me- 
C 2 diterranean^ 
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diterranean. This was foon after the 
affair of the revels, and being ignoraat 
of any defign againft him, he took his 
bottle with freedom. But he foon 
found, to ufe the exprcflion then in 
fafliion, that he Was abfolutely bitten. 
The fhip failed away before he was 
aware of his fituation, and he was oblig- 
ed to make the voyage in the company 
where he had fpent the night. 

Many lives are often pafled without a 
fingle adventure, and I do not know of 
any in the life of our hero, that can be 
called fuch, except what we arc now 
relating. During this voyage, he was 
in an engagement, in which his par- 
ticular friend was killed by his fide, 
and he himfelf wounded in the leg. 
For the anecdote of his being wounded, 
we are Iblely to truft to his own veraci- 
ty ; but moft of his acquaintance were 
not much inch'ned to believe him, when 
he boafled on thofe occafions. Telling 
one day of the wound he had received 
for his country, in one of the public 
rooms at Bath, (WUtj}:ire^ if I don't 

forget) 
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forget) a lady of diftififtion, that fat by, 
faid it was all falfe. I proteft. Madam, 
replied he, it is true ; and if I cannot be 
believed, your Ladyfhip may, if you 
pleafe, receive farther information, and 
feci the ball in my leg. 

Mr. Najh was now fairly for life en- 
tered into a new courfe of gaiety and. 
difHpation, and fteady in nothing but in 
purfuit of variety. He was thirty years 
old, without fortune, or ufeful talents 
to acquire one. He had hitherto only 
led a life of expedients, he thanked 
chance alone for his fupport, and hav- 
ing been long precarioully fupported, 
he became, at lengthy totally a ftranger 
to prudence, or precaution. Not to 
dilguife any part of his charadler, he was 
now, by profeffion, a gamefter, and 
went on from day to day, feeling the 
vlciffitudes of rapture and 'anguifh, in 
proportion to the fluctuations of for-a 
tune. 

At this time, London, was the only 
theatre in England^ for pleafure, or in- 
\l C 3 trigue, 
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triguc. A fpirit of gaming had Bccfl 
introduced in the licentious age of 
Charles II. and had by this time 
thriven furprizingly. Yet all its de- 
vaftations were confined to London alone. 
To this great mart of every folly, (harpers 
from every country daily arrived, for the 
winter, but were obliged to leave the 
kingdom at the approach of fummer, in 
order to open a new campaign at Aix, 
SpaWf or the Hague. Batbj Tunbridge^ 
Scarborough^ and other places of the 
fame kind here, were then frequented 
only by fuch as really went for relief ; 
the pleafures they afforded were merely 
rural, the company fplenetic, ruftic, 
and vulgar. In this fituation of things^ 
people of fafhion had no agreeable fum- 
mer retreat from the town, and ufually 
ipent that feafon amift a iblitude of 
country (ijuires, parfons wives, and vi- 
fiting tenants, or farmers ; they wanted 
fome place where they might have each 
others company, and win each others 
money, as they had done during the 
wipter in town. 

To 



/ 
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To a perfon, who does not thus calm- 
ly trace things to their fource, nothing 
will appear more ftrange, than how the 
healthy could ever confent to follow the 
lick to thofe places of fpleen, and live 
with thofe, whofe diforders are ever 
apt to excite a gloom in the fpedtator. 
The truth is, the gaming table was 
properly the falutary font, to which 
fuch numbers flocked. Gaming will 
ever be the pleafure of the rich, while 
men continue to be men, while they 
fancy more happinefs in being poffeffed 
of what they want, than they experience 
pleafure in the fruition of what they 
have. The wealthy only flake thofe 
riches, which give no real content, for 
an expeftation of riches, in which they 
hope for fatisfadion. By this calcula- 
tion, they, cannot lofe happinefs, as they 
begin with none ; and they hope to gain 
it, by being poifeffed of fomething they 
have not had already. 

Probably upon this principle ; and by 

the arrival of Queen Anne there for her 

health, about the year 1703, the city of 

C ^ ^ Batb 
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Bath became in fome meafure frequent^ 
ed by peojple of diftindlion. The com-y 
pany was numerous enough to form a 
country dance upon the bowling green ; 
they were amufed with a fiddle and 
hautboy, and diverted with the romantic 
walks round the city. They uiiially 
faiintered in fine weather in the grove, 
between two rows of fycamore trees. 
Several learned phyficians, Dodor 5^e;r- 
4an^ and others, had even then praifed 
the falubrity of the wells, and the amufe- 
ments were put under the dircdion of a * 
inafter of the ceremonies. 

Captain W^bjier was the predeceflbr o£ 
Mr. Naj}^ : This I take to be the fame 
gentleman, whom Mr. Lucas defcribes 
in his hiftbry of the lives of the game- 
fters, by which it appears, that Bat/j, 
pven before the arriv'al of Mr. Najb, 
was found a proper retreat for men of 
that profeffion. This gentleman, in the 
year 1704, carried the balls to the town 
Iiall, eac|i fnin paying half a guinea each 

ball, 

«. • . 

StUl 
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Still, however, the,amufements of 
this place were neither elegant, nor con- 
dafted with delicacy. General fociety 
among people of rank or fortune was 
by no means eftablifticd. The nobility 
ftill preferved a tinfture of Gothic 
\ haughtinefs, and refufed to keep com- 
pany with the gentry at any of the pub- 
ht entertainments of the place. Smoak- 
ing in the room? was permitted ; gentle- 
men and ladies appeared in a difrefpedt- 
ful manner at public entertainments in 
aprons and boots. With an eagerneis 
common to thofe, whofe pleafures 
.come .but feldom, they generally con- 
tinued them too long; and thus they 
were rendered difguftirig by too free an 
enjoyment. If the company liked each 
other, they danced till morning ; if any 
perfon loft ai cards, he infifted on conti- 
nuing the game till luck fhould turn. 
The lodgings for vifitants were paltry, , 
though expenfive, the dining rooms and 
other chambers were floored with boards, 
coloured brown with foot and fmall beer, 
to hide the dirt ; the walls were covered 
with unpainted wainfopt, the furniture 

cor- 
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<:prrefponded with the meannefs of the 
architedure ; a few oak chairs, a fmall 
looking glafs, with a fender and tongs, 
compofed the magnificence of thefe 
temporary habitations. The city was 
in itfelf mean and contemptible, no 
elegant buildings, no open ftreets, nor/ 
uniform fquares. The pump-houfe wa^' 
without any direiSlor ; the chairmen per- 
mitted no gentlemen or ladies to walk 
home by night without infulting them j 
and to add to all this, one of the 
greatefl phyficians of his age conceiv- 
ed a dcfign of ruining the city, by 
writing againft the efficacy of the wa-^ 
ters. It was from a refentment of ibmQ 
fronts he had received there, that he 
took this refolution; and accordingly 
publifhed a pamphlet, by which he faid,» 
jbe would caji a toad into the fpring. 

In this fituation of things it was, that 
Mr. Najh iirft came into that city, and 
hearing the threat of this phyfican, he 
humoroufly affured the people, that if 
they would give him leave, he would 
charm away the poifon of the Doftor's 

toad. 
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toad> as they ufually charmed the venom 
of the Tarantula, by muiic. He there- 
fore was immediately empowered to fet 
up the force of a baud of mufic, againft: 
the poifon of the Dodor's reptile ; the 
company very fenfibly encreafed, Najb 
triumphed, aod the fovereignty of the 
city was decreed to him by every rank 
of people. 

We are now to behold this gentleman 
as arrived at a new dignity for which 
nature feemed to have formed him *, we 
are to fee him direfting plcafures, which 
none had better learned to {hare ; placed 
over rebellious and refraiSory fubjefi:s, 
that were to be ruled only by the force 
of his addrefs, arid governing fuch as 
had been accuftomed to govern others. 
We fee a kingdom beginning with him, 
and fending off I'unbridge as one of its 
colonies. 

But to talk more (imply, when we talk 
at beft of trifles. None could poflibly 
conceive a perfon more fit to fill this em- 
ployment dian Nafb : He had fome wit, 

as 
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as I have faid once or twice before ;^ hnt 
it was of that fort which is rather hap-» 
py than r^rmanent. Once a week he 
might fay a good thing ; this the little 
ones about him took care to divulge; 
OF if they happened to forget the joke, 
he Ufually remembered to repeat it him^ 
felf : In a long intercouri^ with the 
world he had acquired an impenetrable/ 
afTurance ; and the freedom with which 
he was received by the Great, furniflicd 
him with vivacity, which could be 
copimanded at any time, and which" 
fome miftook for wit. His former in-i 
tercourfe among people of* fafliion in 
town, had let him into mod, of the cha- 
radlers of the nobility ; and he was acr 
quainted with many of their private in- 
trigues. He underftood • rank and pre-? 
cedence with the utmoft exadlnefs, was 
fond, of fliew and finery hiinfelf, Jlnd 
generally fet a pattern of it to others. 
Thefe were his favourite talents, and he 
>^as the favourite of fuch as had no other. 

jBut to balance thefe, which fome may 
<;oniider as foibles, he was charitable him- 

fclf^' 
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felf, and generally fhamed his betters 
into a fimilitude of fentiment, if they 
were not naturally fo befoft^V^ He was 
fond of advifing thofe young men, who, 
by youth and too much money, ire 
taught to look upon extravagance as a 
virtue. He was an enemy to rudehefs in 
others, though in the latter part of his 
life he did not much feem to encourage a 
diflike of it by his own example. None 
talked with more humitiity of the foibles 
of others, when abfent, than he, nor kept 
thofe fecrets with which he was entrufted 
more inviolably. But above all (if mora- 
lifts will allow it among the number of 
his virtues) tho' he gamed high, he always 
played very fairly. Thefe were his quali- 
fications. Some of the nobility regarded 
him as an inofFenfive, ufeful companiop, 
the fize of whofe underftanding was, in 
general, level with their own y but their 
little imitators admired him as a perfon 
of fine fenfe, and great good breeding. 
Thus people became fond of ranking him 
in the number of their acquaintance, told 
over his jefts, and Beau Najh at length 
became the fafliionable companion. 

7 ' His 
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His firft care, when made maftcr of the 
ceremonies, or king of Baf A, as it is call- 
ed, was td promote a mufic fubfcription, 
of one guinea each, for a band which 
was to confift of fix performers, who 
were to receive a guinea a week each for 
their trouble. He allowed alfo two gui- 
neas a week for lighting and fweeping 
the rooms, for which he accounted to 
the fubfcribers by receipt. 

The pump-houfe was immediately put 
tinder the care of an officer, by the name 
of the Pumper ; for which he paid the 
corporation an annual rent. A row of 
new houfes was begun on the fouth fide 
of the gravel walks, before which ahand- 
ibme pavement was then made for the 
company to walk on. Not lefs than fe- 
venteen or eighteen hundred pounds was 
raifed this year, and in the beginning of 
1706, by fubfcription, and laid out in 
repairing the roads near the city. The 
ftreets began to be better paved, cleaned 
and lighted, the licences of the chair- 
men were repreflTed, and, by an adl of 
2 parlia-* 
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parliament procured on this occafion, ths 
invalids, who came to drink or bathe, 
were exempted from all manner of toll, 
as often as they ftiould go out of the city 
for Recreation, 

The houfes and ftreets now began to 
improve, and ornaments were lavifhed 
upon them even to profufion. But in 
the midft of this fplendor the company 
ftill were obliged to affemble in a booth 
to drink tea and chocolate, or to game. 
Mr. Najh undertook to remedy this in- 
convenience. By his dire<3:ion, one T^ho^ 
mas Harrifofi eredted a handfome Affem- 
bly-houfe for thefe purpofes. A better 
band of mufic was alfo procured, and the 
former fubfcription of one guinea was 
raifed to two. Harrifon had three guineaa 
a week for the room and candles, and the 
mufic two guineas a maa, The money 
Mr. iVi7/2?. received and accounted for with 
tht utmoft cxadlnefs and punftuality. 
To this houfe were alfo added gardens for 
people of rank and fafhion to walk in ; 
and the beauty of the fuburbs continued 
to encreafc, notwithftanding the oppo- 

^tioa 
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fition that was made by the corporatfofr; 
who, at that time, looked upon every 
ufeful improvemfent, particulady with-: 
©ut the walls, as dangerous to the inha^ 
bitants within. 

His dominion was now extenfive and 
fecure, and he determined to fupport it' 
with the ftrifteft attention. But, in or- 
iier to proceed in every thing like a kingy 
he was refolved to. give his fubjedls a 
law, and the following rules Vere ac- 
cordingly put up in th€ pump-room. 

KULES to ie obferved at Bath; 

I.' I ^HAT a vifit of ceremony alf 
JL firft coming and another at go- 
ing away, are all that are expedted or de- 
fired, by ladies of quality and fafliion^ 
—except impertinents. 

2. That ladies coming to the ball ap-> 
point a time for their footmen coming to 
wait on them home, to prevent diftur-* 
bance and inconveniencies to themfelves 
and others. 

3. That 



S.ICHARD NASH, Efq; 33 



. 3. That gentlemen of fafhion Hcvcr 
appearing in a morning before the ladies 
in gownS and caps, ihew breeding and 
refpeft/ 

4. That no perfon take it. ill that any 
one goes to another's play,, or breakfaft, 
and not theirs 5-— except captious by 
iiature. 

5. That no gentleman give his ticket 
ibr the balls, to any but gentlewomen.-- 
N. B. Unlefs he has none of his ac- 
quaintance. 

6. That gentlemen crowding before the 
jadies at the ball, fhew ill manners ; and 
that none do fo for the future, — except 
fuch as refpeft nobody but themfelves. 

7. That no gentleman or lady takes H 
ill that another dances beforie them ;~- 
except fuch as have lio pretence to dance 
at allc > 

D 8. That 
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8. That the elder ladies and children 
be content with a fecond bench at the 
ball, as being paft or not come to per- 
fection. 

9. That the younger ladies fake no- 
tice how many eyes obferve them. 
N. B. This does hbjt extend to the 
Have-at-alls. , 

10. That all whifperers of lies and 
fcandal, be taken for their authors. 

11. That all repeatert of foch lies, 
and fcandal, be fliun'd by all company ; 

except fuch as have been guilty of 

the fame crime^ 

N. B. Several men of ntf cbaraffer,. 
eld women and young ones^ of quejlioned 
reputation^ are great authors of lies in 
thefe places^ being of the fed of levellers. 

Thefe laws were written by Mr. Napy 
himfelf, and, by the manner in which 
they are drawn up, he undoubtedly de- 

figned 
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figned them fpr wit. The reader> how- 
ever, it is feared^ will think them dull. 
Poor JVig^ was not born a writer; for 
whatever humour he might have in con« 
verfation, he ufed to call a pen his tor** 
pedo; whenever he grafped it, it nmnb- 
cd all his faculties. 

But were we to give laws to a nurfery, 
we fhould make them childiih laws; his 
ftatutes, tho' fbipid^ were addrelTed to 
fine gentlemen and. ladies^ and were pro- 
bably received with iympathetic appro- 
bation. It is certain, they wercf in ge- 
neral religiouily obferved by his fubjedts, 
. and executed by him with impartiality ; 
neither rank nor fortune fhielded the 
refra^ory.from his refentment. 

The balls, by his diredtions, were to 
begin at fix, and to end at eleven. Nor 
would he fufFcr them to continue a mo- 
ment longer, left invalids might commit 
irregularities, to counterad: the benefrt 
of the waters. Eveiy thing was to be 
performed in proper order. Each ball 
was to dpen with a minuet, danced by 
D 2 two 
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two perfons of the higheft diillndtiirt 
prefent. When the minuet concluded, 
the lady Was to return to her feat, and 
Mr. Nafi \<ras to bring the gentleman a 
new partner. This ceremony was to be 
abferved by every fuccecding couple, 
every gentleman being obliged to dance 
with two ladies till the minuets were 
over, which generally continued two 
hours. At eight, the country dances 
were to begin, fedies of quality, accord- 
ing to their rank. Handing up firft. 
About nine o'clock a ftiort interval was 
allowed for reft, and for the genjtiemeix 
to help- their partners to tea. That ovcf^ 
the company were topurfue their amufe- 
ments till the clock ftruck eleven. Then 
the mafter of the ceremonies entering, the 
ball-room, ordered the mufic to defift, 
by lifting up his finger. The dances 
difcontinued, and fome time allowed for 
becoming cool, the ladies^ w«re hbanded, 
to their chairs. 

Even the royal family themfelves had 
not influence enough to make him deviate 
from any of thefe rules. The prin«efs 
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Amelia once applying to him for one 
dance more, after ke had given the fig- 
n.al to withdraw, he aflured her royal 
highnefs, that the eftablifhed rules of 
Bath refcmbled the laws of Lycurgusy 
which would adniit of no alteration, 
\yithout an utter fubverfion of all his 
authority. 
. * 

He was not lefs ilrift with regard to 
the dreffes, in which ladies and gentle- 
men were to appear. He had the ftrong- 
eft averfion to a white apron, and abfo- 
lutely excluded all who ventured to come 
to the affembly drefled in that manner. 
I have known him on a ball night ftrip 

even the dutchefs of ^ , and throw 

her apron at one of the hinder beaches 
among the ladies women ; obferving, 
that none but Abigails appeared in white 
aprons. This from another would be 
infult, in him it was confidered as a 
juft reprunand; and the good natured 
dutchefs acquiefced in his cenfure, and 
with great good fenfe, and good hu- 
^mour, begged his Majejiy^ pardon. 

D 3 Bm 
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But he found more difficulty' in at-» 
tacking the gentlemen's irregularities ; and' 
for fome tinic ftrove, but in vain, to pro- 
hibit the ufe of fwords. Dif^utcs arif- 
ing from love or play, were fometimes 
attended with fatal efFeds. To ufe his 
Own expreffion, he was relblved to hin- 
der people fromrdoing, what they had no 
mind to ^, but for fome time without ef- 
fc6t. However, ther* happened about 
that time, a duel between two gamc- 
fttrs, whofe names were Baylor and 
Clarke^ which helped to promote his 
peaceable intentions. They fought by 
torch-light iii the grove; l^aylor was run 
through the body, but lived feven years 
after, at which time his wound break- 
ing out afrefh, it caufed his death. Clarke 
from that time pretended to be a Qua- 
ker, but the orthodox brethren never 
cordially received him anlohg their num- 
ber ; and he died at London^ about eigh- 
teen years after, in poverty and contri-* 
tion. From that time it was thought ne- 
ccdary to forbid the wcaritig of fwords at 
Bath^ as they often tore the ladies cloaths^ 
and frighted them, by fometimes appear- 
* ' ing 
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ing upon trifling occafions. Whenever 
therefore iVJj/Z? heard of a challenge given, 
or accepted, he inflantly had both parties 
arrefted. The gentlemen's boots alfo made 
a very defperate ftand againft him, the 
country 'fquires were by no means fub- 
miffive to his ufurpations ; and probably, 
his authority alone would never have car- 
ried him thro*, had he not reinforced it 
with ridicule. He wrote a fong upon 
the occafion, which, for the honour of 
his poetical talents, the world (hall fee. 

FKo^rifiELL A* ^ invitation fot&e/ij/emify^ 

,Come, one and all, to Hoyden Hall, 
For there's the aflembly this night; 

None but prude fools. 

Mind manners and rules ; % 

We Hoydens do decency flight* 

Come Trollops and Slatterns* 

Cockt hats and white aprons. 
This beft our modefty fuits ; 

For why fhould not we. 

In drefs be as free. 
As Hogs-Norton 'iquires in boots. 

D 4 The 
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The kecnnefs, fevcrity, and particularly 
the good rhymes of this little morceau^ 
which was at that time highly reliihed 
by many of the nobility at Bath, gained 
hini a temporary triumph* But to pufK 
his vkSories, he got up a puppet-fhew, 
in which Punch came in booted and 
fourred, in the charader of a country 
flquire. I^le was introduced as courting 
his miftrefs, anti having obtained her con? 
fcnt to comply with his wiflies, upon go- 
ing to bed, he is defired to pull off his 
boots. My boots, replies Punch, why, 
madam, you may as well bid me pull off 
fny legs, J never go without boots, I never 
ride, 1 never dance v^ithout them ; and" 
this piece of politenefs is quite the thing 
at Bath. We always 4anpe at our town 
in boots, and the ladies often move mi-r 
nuets in riding-hoods. Thus he goes on, 
till his miftrefe, grown imoatient, kiek§ 
him off the ftage. 

From that time ffew ventured to ap- 
pear at the affemblies in Bath in a riding- 
drefs; and whenever any gentleman, thro* 
. ignorance, or hafle, appeared in the rooms 

in 
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|n boots, Naflo would make up to him, 
^nd, bowing in an arch manner, would tell 
Jiim, that he had forgot his horfe. Thus 
he was at laft completely viftoriousv 

Dolifq-, coaBi 
^os neque T^ydides nee Larijfaus Achilk^i 
Non anni domuere decern. 

He begaji tberefpre to reign without a 
rival, and like other kings had his mif- 
treffes, flatterers, enemies and calumnia- 
tors. The amufements of the place hpw-^ 
ever wore a very different afpedl froni 
what they did formerly. Regularity re- 
preflfed pride, and that leffencd, people 
of fortune became fit for fociety. Let the 
morofe ancj grave cenfure ^n attention to 
formes and ceremonies, ai)d rail a,t thofe, 
wfaofeoijly bufinefs it is tp regulate them; 
l?ut thq' ceremony is very different from 
politenefs, no country was ever yet polite, 
that was not firfl cercmpnious. The na- 
tural gradation of breeding begins in 
favage difgufl, proceeds to indifference, 
improves into attention, by degrees re- 
fines into ceremonious obfervance, and 
llie trouble of being ceremonious at 
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length produces politenefs, elegance and 
eafe. There is therefore fome merit in 
mending fociety, even ifi one of the infe- 
rior fteps of this gradation; and no man 
was more happy in this refpedl than Mr. 
Najb. In every nation there are enough 
who have no other bufinefs or care, but 
that of buying pleafure ; and he taught 
them, who bid at fuch an auftion, tHc art 
of, procuring what they fought without 
diminifliing the pleafure of others. 

The city of Batb^ by fuch afliduity, 
ipon became the theatre of fummer 
amufements for all people of fafhipn ; and 
the manner of fpending the day there 
nxuil amufe any, but fuch as difeafe or 
fpleen had made uneafy to themfelves. 
The following is a faint pidlure of the 
pleafures that fcene aflfords. Upon a 
ilranger's arrival at Batb^ he is welcomed 
by a peal of the Abbey bells, and in the 
next place, by the voice and mufic of 
the city waits. For thefe civilities the 
ringers have generally a prefent made 
them of half a guinea ; and the waits of 
half a crown, or more, in proportion to 

the 
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the perfon'^ fortune, generofity, or oflenf* 
tation* Thefe cufiioms, tho' difagceeable. 
are however generally lifccd, or they 
would net continue. The greateft incom-* 
modity attending them is the difhirbancQ. 
the l>ell9 muft give the £u:k. But the 
pleafiire of knowing the name of every 
family that comes to town recompences. 
the inconvenience, invalids are fond q£ 
news, and upon the firft found of the* 
bells, every body £snds out to. enquire for 
wliom they ring. 

After the family is thus welcomed to 
Bat by it is the cuftom for the mafter of it 
to go to the public places, and fubfcnbe 
two guineas at the affembly-houfes to-%. 
wards the balls and mulic in the pump» 
houfe, for which he is entitled to three 
tickets every ball night. His next (xi^ 
fcription is a crown, half a guinea, or a 
guinea, according to his rank and quali-> 
ty, for the liberty of walking in the pri- 
vate walks belonging to Simp/on'^ aiTem- 
bly-houfe ; a ci:own or half a guinea is 
alfo given to the bookfellers, for which 
the gentleman is to h^ve what books he 

pleaies 
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pleafes to read at his lodgings^ And at 
the cofFee-houfe another fubfcription is 
taken for ^en, ink and paper, for fuch. 
letters as the fubfcriber (hall write at it 
during his ftay. The ladies too may fub- 
fcribe to the bookfcUers, and to an houfe 
by the pump-Foom, for the advantage of 
reading the news, and for enjoying each 
other's converfation, 

- Things being thus adjufted, the amule- 
ments of the day are generally begun by 
bathing, which is no unpleafing method 
of paffing away an hour, or fo* 

:. The baths ^re five in numben On the 
foiith-weft fide of the abbey church is the 
King's Bath ; which is an oblong fquare^ 
the walls are full of niches, and at every 
corner arc fteps to defcend into it : this 
bath is faid to contain 4^7 tons and 5a 
gallons of water ; and on its rifing out of 
the ground over the fprings, it is fomeT 
times too hot to be endured by th^Ie who 
bathe thecein. Adjoining to the King'$ 
Bath. there is another, called theQueen'? 
Batk; thi^ is pf a jxxore temperate warmthi 
ai6 borjowing its water from the other^ 
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* In the ibuth-weft part of the city are 
tiirec other baths, viz. The Hot Bath, 
which is not much inferior in heat to the 
King's Bath, and contains 53 tons 2 hogf- 
heads, and 1 1 gallons of water. The 
Crofs Bathy which contains 52 tons^ 3 
hogfheads, and 1 1 gallojis ; and the Le- 
per's fiath> which is not &) much &c^ 
quented as the reft. 

The King's Bath (according to the beff 
obfervations) will fill in about nine hoiir^ 
jaiid a half; the Hot Bath in about eleven^ 
hours and a half; and the Crofs Bath ia 
about the fame time. 

The hours for bathing are commoaly 
between fix and nine in the morning; and 
the Baths^are every morning fupplied with 
frefli water; for when the people have 
done bathing, the fluices in each Bath are 
pulled up, and the water is carried off by 
drains into the river Avon.^ 

In the morning the lady rs brought in a 
doie chair, drefifedin her bathing cloaths,. 
to, tht Batjij, %ud, being in the water^ 
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die woman who attends^ prefents her 
widi a little floating di(h like a bafbn; 
iAtD which the lady puts a handkerchief^ 
a ihttflF-boXy and a nofegay. She then 
traverfes the Bath; if a novice mth a 
guide^ if olherwife by herfclf ; and hav- 
ing amiiiied herielf thus while !(he thinks 
^roper^ calls for^ her chair^ and returns to 
her lodgings. 

The^amufement of bathing is immedi- 
ately fucce^ed by a general aflembly of 
people atthe pump-^hioufe^ fome for plea- 
fure, aiid femef to diink the hot waters. 
Three glafles^ at three diflferent times, is 
the ufual portion for every drinker; and 
the iiitervals between every glafs are enli- 
^ned by the harmony of a imall' band 
of mulic, as well as by the converfa- 
tion of the gay, the witty, or the for- 
waid* 

Prom th^ pump-houfe thebdies^ from 
time to time, withdraw to a female 
co^d4K>ufe, and from thence return 
to their lodgings to breakfaft. The 
genttemen withdraw to their coffee- 

houies^ 
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houfes, to read the papers, or cottverfe 
on the news of the day, with a free- 
dom and eafe not to be found in the 
metropolis. 

t*eople of falhion make public break- 
fafts at the aflcmbly-houfes, to whidi 
they invite their acquaintances, and they 
fomctimes order private concerts; or 
when fodifpofed, attend lea^res upon the 
arts and fciences, which are frequently 
taught there in a pretty fuperficial man- 
ner, fo as not to teizethe undcrftanding, 
while they afford the imagination fome 
amufement. The private concerts are 
performed in the ball-rooms, the tickets 
a crown each. 

Concert breakfafts at the aflembly- 
houfe, fometimes make alfo a part of the 
morning's amufement here, -the expences 
of which are defrayed by a fubfcription 
among the men. Perfons of rank and for- 
tune who can perform are admitted into 
the orcheftra, and find a pleafure in join- 
ing with the performers. 

3 Thus 
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Thus we have the tedious morning 
fairly over* When noon approaches, and 
church (if any pleafe to go there) is 
done, fome of the company appear upon 
the parade, and other public walks, w^hcrc 
they continue to chat and amufe each 
other, 'till they have formed parties for 
the pUy, cards, or dancing for the even- 
ing. Another part of the company divert 
themfelves with reading in the bookfellers 
(hops, or are generally feen tafting the air 
and exercife, fonx on Jiorfeback, fome in 
coaches* Some walk in the meadows round 
Ae town, winding along the fide of 
the river Avon, and the neighbouring ca- 
jial; while others are fccn fcaling fome 
of thofe romantic precipices that over-' 
bang the city. 

When the hotir of dinner draws nigh, 
and the company is returned from their 
different recreations, the provifions are 
generally ferved with the utmoft elegance 
and plenty. Their mutton,^ butter, fi{h, 
and fowl> are all allowed to be excellent, 
and their cookery ftillexcee^ds their meat. 

^Aftcr* 
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After dinner is over^ and evening pray- 
ers ended, the company meet afecond 
time at the pump-houfe. From this they 
retire to the walks, and from thence go 
to drink tea at the afTembly-'houfes, and 
the reft of the evenings are concluded 
either with balls^ plays or- vifits. A 
theatre was erefted in the year 1705 
by fubfcription^ by people of the higheft 
rank, who permitted their arms to be 
engraven on the infide of the houfe^ 
as a public teftimony of their libera- 
lity towards it. Every tuefday and fri- 
day evening is concluded with a pub- 
lic ball, the contributions to which are 
fo numerous, that the price of each 
ticket is trifling. Thus Bath yields a 
continued rotation of diverfions, and 
people of all ways of thinking, even 
from the libertine to the methodift, 
have it in. their power to complete the 
day with employments fuited to their 
inclinations. 

In this manner every amtifement foon 
itnproved under Mr. AT^'s adminiftra- 
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tion. The magiftrates of the city 
founds that he was neceffary and ufe-» 
ful, and took every opportunity of pay-* 
ing the fame refpe£t to hid fictitious 
Royalty, that is generally extorted by real 
power. The fame fatisfaiftion a young 
lady finds upon being fingled out at her 
firfl appearance ; or an applauded poetv 
on the futcefs of his firft tragedy, in- 
fluenced him. All admired him as an ex- 
traordinary character; and fome who knew 
no better, as a very fine gentleman ; he 
was perfedily happy in their littk ap-* 
plaufe, and affe^ed at length fomethin^ 
particular in his drefs, behaviour and 
converfation. 

His equipage was fumptuous, and he 
ufually travelled to Tunbridge^ in a poft 
chariot and fix greys, with out-riderr, 
foot-men^ French horns, and every other 
appendage of expenfive parade. He al- 
ways wore a tvhite hat, and, to apo- 
logize foi* this Angularity, faid,* he did 
it purely to fecure it from being ftolen ; 
l^s drefs was tawdry, tho' not perfedly 
genteel i h$ might be confidercjd as a 

6 beau 
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beau of ieveral genefsftion^y itftd int his 
appearsDicc he^ in ibme metSire, xni±6d 
the faihions of the laffr age with drafe of 
the prefent. He perfectly underftiDod ele^ 
^ant expence; arid ^eneralfy pafied hi8 
time ill the very beft comptey^ if per- 
fbns of the firft diilindionr ddavt that 
tide. 

But I hear the reackr noMr demand^ 
^at finances were to fupport all thfs 
finery^ or where the trefafures, thaf give 
him Aich Itequint opporturii^es of dif* 
playing his benevolence^ or his vanity ? 
To anfwer this, we muft now enter upon 
anodier part of his charaf^er , his^ tideof 9 
as a gamefter ; for by gaming alone at 
that period,* of which I ^peak; he kept 
upT {6 vety gcilticel aia appearance. When 
fie .firft figured at BatB, Aerfe were few 
li^s againft this deftmdive aniufemeat^ 
The gaming-table was the Coaftarit re- 
fource of defpair and indigence, and the 
frequerit ruin of opidcntfbrtuiic$. Wheifei- 
ever people of faOuon came> xfeedy ad^* 
venturers were genersdly found in vrauf- 
ing- With fUch Bath fwanned> and 
1S(Z among 
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among this clafs Mr. Najb was ctrtsinfy 
to be numbered in the beginning, only- 
with this difference, that he wanted the 
corrupt heart, too commonly attending a» 
}i£e of expedients J for he was generous^ 
humane and honourable, even tho' by 
profeffion a gameflen 

A thoufand inftances might be given of 
his integrity, even in this infamous pro* 
/effion; where his generofity often im- 
. pelted him to ad in contradi&ion to his 
intereft. Wherever he found a novice in 
the hands of a iharper, he generally fore-* 
warned him^ of the danger; whenever he 
found* any inclined to play, yet ignorant 
of the game, he would offer his fer-* 
vices, and play for them* I remember 
an inftance to this effefl:, tho' to3 
nearly concerned in the affair to publiih. 
(he gentleman's name of whom it is ref- 
lated. In the year 1725, there came to 
Bath a giddy youth, who had jufl reiigned 
•Ijis fellowihip at Oxford. He brought 
•his whole fortune with him there, it was . 
but a trifle, however he was refolved to 
venture it ^. Good fortune feemed 
5. kindjcr 
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kinder than could be cxpefted. With- 
out the fmalleil ikill in play^ he won ^a 
fum fufiicient to make any unambitious 
tnan happy. His deiire of gain encreaf- 
ing with his gains, in the QSober fol^ 
lowing he was at 4ill, and added four 
thoufaiid pounds to his former capitaL 
Mr. Nq/bont night, after lofing a conii- 
derable fum to this undeferving fon of 
fortune, invited him to fupper. Sir, cried 
this honeft, tho' veteran gamefler, per- 
haps you may imagine I have invited 
you, in order to have my revenge at 
home ; but, fir ! I fcorn fo inhofpitible 
an adtion. I defined the favour of your 
company to give you fome advice, which 
you will pardon me. Sir, you feem to 
Aand in need of. You are now high in 
fpirits, and drawn away by a torrent of 
fucce/s. But there will cpme a time, 
when you will repent having left the calm 
of a college life for the turbulent profef- 
iion of a gamefler. lU runs will come, as 
fure as day and night fucceed each other. 
Be therefore adyifed, remain content with 
your prefent gains; for be perfuaded, 
that had you the bank of England, with 

E 3 . y^^ 
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your prcfent ignorance of ganiing, it 
would vanifh like a fairy dream. Vou 
arc a ftrangcr to me, but to convince 
you of the part I t^ke in your welfare: 
rU give you fifty • guineas, to forfeit 
twenty, every time you lofe two hun- 
dred at one fitting. The young gentle- 
man refufed his oflfer, and was at laft 
undone ! 



The late duke of B. being chagrined a|: 
lofinga confiderable fum, prefled Mx.NaJh 
to tie him up for the future from playing 
4deep. Accordingly, * the beau gave his 
|[race an hundred guineas to forfeit ten 
thoiifand, whenever he loft a fum to the^ 
ifeme amount at play, in one fitting. The 
duke loved play to diftraiftion, and loon 
after at hazard loA ^^'ght thoufand guineas^ 
and was going to throw for three thoiifand 
more; vrYitnNafi)^ catching hold of the 
dice-box, . intreated his Grace to rcfled^ 
iipon the penalty if he loft : the t)uke for 
that time defiftcd ; but fo ftrohg was die 
furor of play upon him, that foon after, 
lofing a confidei*able funi at New-market^ 
fie was contented to pay the penalty. 

Whei^ 
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When tkc late carl of 7*-—^ was 
» youth, he was paffionately fond of 
play, and never better pleafed than with 
haying Mr* Najh for his antagonift. Najh 
faw with concern his lofdihip's foibte, 
gnd undertook ta cure him, tho' by a 
Teiy difagreeablc remedy. Confcious of 
his own fuperiof fkill, he determined to 
engage him in iingle play for a very 
confider^bld fum, His lordrfiip, in pro- 
portion as he loft his game, loA: his tem- 
per too; and as he approached the 
gulph, feepied ftill more eager for ruin. 
He loft his eftate 1 fome writings were 
put into the winner's pofleffion ; his very 
equipage was depoiited as a laft ftake, 
and he loft that alio, But, when our 
generous gameftcr had found his lord- 
ihip fufpciently puniihed for his teme- 
rity, he returned all ; only ftipulating, 
that he Ihould be paid five thoufan4 
pounds whenever he fhould think pro- 
per to make the demand. However, 
he never made any fuch demand during 
his lordftup's life ; but ibmc time after 
^s deceafe, Mr. Najh's affairs, being ih 
B ^ the 
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the wane, he demanded the money of hi« 
lordfhip's heirs» who Jhonourably paid it 
without any hefitation* 

. But whatever ikiU l^ajh might have 
acquired by long prance in play^ he 
'Was never formed by nature for a fucr 
cefeful gamefter. He was conflitution*- 
ally paflionate and generous. To acquire 
a perfection in that ^rt> a man muil be 
naturally phlegmatic, referved and cool 1 
every paffion muft learn to obey cour 
troul ; but he frequently was unable to 
reilrain the violence of his^ and was often 
betrayed by this means into unbecoming 
rudenefs, or childiih impertinence 5 was 
fometimes a minion of fortune, and as 
often depreft by adverfity. While others 
made confiderable fortunes at the gam* 
ing-table, he was ever in the power 
of chance ; nor did even the intimacy 
with which he was received by the 
great, place him in ji ftate of indet? 
pendance. 

The confiderable inconveniences that 
1»ecc found to refult from a permiflion of 

gaming, 
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gaming, at length attradled the attention 
cf the legiflature, and in the twelfth 
year of his late majefty, the moft pre- 
valent games at that time were declared 
fraudulent and unlawful. Evety age has 
had its peculiar modes of gaming. The 
games of Gleek, Primero^ In and In, 
and feveral others now exploded, em^ 
ployed our {harping anceftors ; to thefe 
fucceeded the Ace of hearts, Pharaoh, Bai^ 
feU and Hazard, all games of chance 
like the former. But tho' in thefe the 
chances feemed equal to the novice; 
in general thofe who kept the bank 
-were confiderable winners. The a& 
therefore, pailed upon this occaiion; de- 
clared all fuch games and lotteries il- 
licit, and directed, that all who fhould 
fet up fuch games, ihould forfeit 
two hundred pounds, to be leaded by 
diftrefs on the offender's goods; one 
ihird to go to the informer, . the reiidue 
to the poor. 

The aft further declared, that every 
perfon who played in any place, except 
jn the royal palace where his majefty 

rciided. 
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ttMed, Abttld forfeit fifty pounds^ ami 
Ihould be Gondemiied to pay treble coils 
in cafe of an appeal. 

This law was fcarddy madei before it 
wts eluded by the invention of dhrcifs 
ffaudolent and deceitful games ; and a 
particular game> called Pailage, was daily 
pradifedy and contributed to the ruin of 
thoufands. To prevent this, the enfuing 
year it was cnatSted, that this and every 
other game indented, or to be invented, 
with one die, or more, or any other in-^ 
ftnunent of the fame nature, with numi- 
bers thefeon> ihould be fubjedfc to a iimp- 
lar penalty ; and at the fame time, the 
perfons playing with fuch inftruments 
. jlhould be puntihed as above* 

This amendment of the law foon 
gave birth to new cvaiions ; the game 
:of Roily Polly, Marlborough's Battles, 
but particularly the E O, were fet up ^ 
and ilrange to bbferve ! feveral of thofc 
rery noblemen, iJrho had given their 
voices to fupprefs gaming, were the 
moil ready to epcour^e it. This game 

was 
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Wis at &t(t ikt up at TunbrUge^ It was 
invented by one C — i, and carried on 
between him and one Mr. A — e^ j*ro- 
prietor of the iJTembly-room at that 
place I and lyas reckoned extremely pro^ 
fitahle to the bank» as it gained two and 
^ half per cent, on all that was loft oc 
^von. 

As all gaming was iupprefled butthis^ 

^r. Nafb was now utterly deftitute of 

any refource that he could expert from 

his fuperior ikill, and long experience 

in the art. The money to be gained in 

private gaming is at befit but trifling, 

and the opportunity precarious. The 

minds of -the generality of mankind 

ihrink with theiV circumftances ; and 

Najh^ upon the imrnediate prolpeft of 

poverty, was now mean enough (I will 

call it no worfe) to enter into a bafe 

confederacy w^th thoiei low cseatures 

lo evade t)^ law, and to ihare the plun« 

der. The occailon was as follows. Tho 

profits of the table were, as I ob&rved, 

divided between C — ^, the inventor, 

and A — e the ^-oom-kecper. TJie firft 
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ycar^ profits were extraordinary^ and 
j1 — e the rooni-keeper now began to 
wUh himfelf fole proprietor. The com'^ 
binations of the worthlefs are ever of 
ihort duration. The next year therefore 
^~-^ turned C — k out of his room, and 
ict up the game for himfelf. The gen- 
tlemen and ladies who frequented the 
wellsy unmindful of the immenie profit 
gained by the£b reptiles, ftill continued 
to i^me as before ; and A — e was tri- 
umphing in the fuccefs of his politics, 
when he was informed, that C — k and 
his friends hired the crier tp cry. the 
l^ame down. The coftfequcnces of this 
would have been fatal to A — ^'s intereft, 
for by this means frauds might have been 
discovered, which would deter even the 
moil ardent lovers of pUy ^ Imimediate** 
ly, therefor^ while the crier was yet 
upon the walks, he applied to Mr, Najb 
to flop thefe proceedings, end, '4t the 
fame time, offered him a fourth dure of 
the bank, which Mr. NaJb was mean 
enough to accept. This is the greateO: 
blot in his life, and this it is hoped will 
find pardon. 

Th« 
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The day after, the inventor offered an 
half of the bank ; but this Mr. Na/b 
thought proper to refufe, being pre-en- 
gaged to ji — e. Upon which, being dis- 
appointed, he applied to one Mr. J — e, 
and under his protection another table 
^was fet up^. and the company ieemed to 
be divided equaUy between them. I can-- 
not refledt, without furprize, at the wif^ 
dom of the gentlemen and ladies, to fuf- 
fer themfelves to be thus parcelled out 
between a pack of fharpers, and permit 
themfelves to be defrauded, without even 
the fhew , of oppofition* The company 
thus divided, Mr. Najb once more availed 
himfelf of their parties, and prevailed 
upon them to unite their banks, and to 
divide the gains into three ibares^^ of 
which he referved one to himfelf. 

NaJb had hitherto enjoyed a flu<£tuat« 
ing fortune ; and, had he taken thp ad« 
vantage of the prefent opportunity, he 
might have been for the future not only 
above want, but even in circumftances of 
opulence. Had he cautioufly employed 
hiqUelf u computing the benefits of ihm. 

table^ 
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tables and exading his ftipulated fhare; 
he might have foon grown rich ; brut he 
c^atirdy left the management of it to the 
peopterdf the rooms ; he took them, (as 
he iays in one of hi& memorials upon this 
odcafion) to be honeft, and' never en-« 
quired what ynsfvron or loft; and> it 19 
probable^ they were ieldom affiduous in 
informing him. IfindaXecretplleafarein 
thus difplaying the infecurity of friend-- 
fhips among the bafe. Thef pretended 
to pay him regularly at iirft, but he ibon 
diicovered, as he £acys, that at ^uniridge- 
he bad Offered to the amount of two 
tfaouiand guineas. 

IxL the mean time,, as the B O table 
thus fucceedcd at ^unbridgt^ Mr. N/^ 
was reiblved to introduce it BtBatB, and 
prcvioufly afked the opinion of feveral 
lawyers, who declared it ho way illegal. 
In confequence of this, he wrote to Mrs, 
jf^—e^ who kept one of thegreat rooms at 
JBtf/A,.acquainting her with the profits at-^ 
tending fuch a fcheme, and propofing to 
have a fourth fhare with her, and Mr. 
^— > Ac proprietor of the other room, 

for 
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fpr his authority, aod prote<^on/ To 
this Mr* ^~- and (he returned him for 
anfwer, that they would gran^t him a 
fifth fharci which he confented toaccept* 
Accordingly^ he made a journey to Lou-- 
don^ and ^efpoke two tables, one for 
each room, at the rate df fifteen pouads 
each table% 

The tables were no fooner fet up at 

hutb^ than they werq frequented with a 

greater concourfe of gameflers than thofe 

at Tunbridge. Men of that iniamous pro^ 

feffion, from every part of the kiogdom, 

and even other parte ei Europe, flocked 

here to feed on the ruins of each other's 

fortune. This afforded another oppor- 

tuiiity for Mr. Nafl^ to become rich; but, 

4S at 7'uniridge, he thought the people 

here, alfo would take care of hun, and 

therefore he employed none to look after 

his inti;^ eil. Th? Bi^ year tltffy. paid him^^ 

what ho^ thought juft ; the next, the wo-* 

man of the room dying, her fbn paid; 

him, and (hewed his books* Somer 

time after the people of Ae rooros offered. 

him one hundred pouadc a^ear ea<^ for 

his 
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his fhare^ which he refiifed ; every fuc?-*^ 
' cccding year they continued to pay him 
lefs and lefs; 'till at length he found; 
as he pretends, that he had thus loft- 
riot lefs than twenty thoufand pounds* 

Thus they proceeded, deceiving thtf 
public and each other, *till the legillature 
thought proper to fupprefs thefe femina* 
ries of vice. It was enadted, that after 
ihc 24.th p£ June, i;^4^f rionefhouldbe 
jtermitted to keep an houfe, room or 
place, for playing, upon pain of fuch 
forfeitures, as were declared in * former 
afts inftitated for that purpofe. 

The legiflatiire likewifc amended i 
law, made in the reign of queen jinne, 
for recovering money loft at play, on the 
dath of the winner. By this aft, no per- 
fon was rendered incapable of being a 
Tfritnefs; and every perfon prefcnt at a 
gaming-table might be fummoncd by the 
magiftrate^ tvho took cognizance of th* 
affair. No privilege of parliament waS 
allowed to thofe convidled of having 
gaming-^tables iu their houies, Thofe 

whQ 
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who loft ten pounds at one time^ were 
liable to be indidcd within fix months 
after the offence was committed i and 
being convidled, were to be fined five 
times the value of the fum won or loft, 
for the ufc of the poor* Any offender 
before convidion, difcovering another, 
fo as to be convidted, was to be difcharg- 
ed from the penalties incurred by his 
own offences. 

By this wife and juft ad, all Na/b*s 
future hopes of fucceeding by the tables 
were blown up. He had now only the 
juftice and generofity of his confederates 
to truft to ; but that he foon found to 
be a vain expectation ; for, if we can 
depend on his own memorials, what at 
one time they confefled, they would at 
another deny ; and tho' upon fome oc- 
cafions they feemed at variance with 
each other, yet when they were to op- 
pofe him, whom they confidered as a 
common enemy, they generally united 
with confidence and fuccefs. He now 
therefore had nothing but a law-fiiit to 
confide in for redrefs ; and this is ever" 

F the 
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the laA expedient to retrieve a (ieipenic» 
fortune. He accordingly threw his fuit 
into Chancery, and, by this means, the 
public became acqujunted with what he 
had long, tiideavoured to conceal. They 
now found that he was himfelf concern- 
fed in the gaming-tables, of which he- 
only feemed the conductor ; and that he 
had Aared jpari of the -fpoil; tho* he 
complained of having been, defrauded &{' 
a juft fhare; 

TheTuccefs of his fuit was what might 
have been natuarlly expcfted; he had but 
at beft a bad caufe, and as the oaths of 
the defendants were alone fufficient tC^ 
caft hitn in Chancery, it was not furpfi- 
zing that he was nonfuited. But the 
confequence of this affair was much more 
fatal than he had imagined, it leflened 
him in the efteem of the public, it drew 
feveral enemies againft him, and in fbme 
meafure diminifhed the authority of any^ 
defence he could make. From that time ' 
(about the.yeac 1745)^ I find this poor,, 
good-natured, but milgiiided^ man in- 
volved in continual difputes, every' da^ 

ca- 
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Calumniated with fome new flander, and 
Continually endeavouring to obviate its 
cfFeds. 

Upon thefc occafions his ufual method 
was, by printed bills handed about 
among hfs acquaintance, to inform the 
public of his moft private tranfa<3:ions 
with fome of thofe creatures, with whom 
he ha"d formerly aflbciated ; but thefe 
apologies ferved rather to blacken his 
antagonifts, than to vindicate him. They 
were in general extremely ill written^ ^ 
confufed, obfcure, and fometimes unin- 
telligible. By thefe, however, it ap- 
peared, that W — was originally obliged 
to him for the refort of company to his 

room ; that lady H , who had all 

the company before ^— 's room was 
built, offered Mr. Najh an hundred 
pound for his protection ; which he re- 
fufed, having previoufly promifed to fup- ^ 
port Mrs. W—. It appears by thefe 
apologies, that thjc perfons concerned ia 
the rooms made large fortunes, while he 
ftill continued in priftine indigence ; and 
that his nephew, for whom he had at 
F 2 ^ft 
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firfl ftcurcd one of the rooms, was left 
in as great diftrefs as he. 

His enemies were not upon this oc- 
cafion contented with a(perfing him, as 
a confederate with fharpers, they even 
aflerted, that he fpent and embezzled 
the fubfcriptions of gentlemen and la- 
dies, which were given for ufeful or 
charitable purpofes. But to fuch aiper- 
jfions he anfwered, by declaring, to ufe 
^ his own expreflion, before God and 
man, that he never diverted one fhil- 
. lixjg of the faid fubfcriptions to his own 
ufe ; nor was he ever thought to have 
done it, till new enemies ftarted up a- 
gainft him. Perhaps the reader may be 
curious to fee one of thefe memorials, 
written by himfelf ; and I will indulge 
his curio/ity, merely to fhew a fpecimen 
of the ftile and manner of a man, whofe 
whole .life was paft in a round of gaiety 
and converfation, whole jcAs were a 
thoufand times repeated, and whofe 
company was courted by every fon and 
daughter ©f fa{hion. The following is 
particularly levelled againft thofe, who, 

ia 
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M the latter part of bis life, took every 
opportunity to traduce his charader. 

A M O N I T O R. 

Fer the Lordhateth lying ^nd deceitful iips. 

PSAL. 

€< r I \fjE curfe denounced in my mot-» 
JL to, is fufficient to intimidate zxtf 
perfon, who is not quite abandoned in 
their evil ways, and who have any fear 
of God before their eyes; everlafting 
burnings are a terrible reward for thei# 
mifdoings ; and nothing but the moft 
hardened finners will oppofe the judg^ 
mcnts of heaven,* being without en(i. 
This refledtion muft be Ihocking to 
fuch, as arc confcious to themfelves, 
of having erred from the facred dic- 
tates of the Pfalmift, and who follow- 
ing the blind impulfe of paffion, daily 
forging lies and deceit, to annoy theiir 
neighbour. But there are joys in heaven 
which they can never arrive at, whofe 
whole ftudy is to deftroy the peace and 
F 3 har- 
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a»n4 harmony, and good order of fociety, 
in this place/' 

This carries little the air of a bagatelle. 
It rather feems a fermon in miniature, fb 
different are fome men in the clofet, and 
in converfation. The following I have 
taken at random from an heap of other 
memorials, all tending to fet his combi-* 
nation with the afojre-mentione^ partners 
in a proper light. 

EO was firft fet up iT\ A — e room, 
the profits divided between on§ 
€ — k' (the inventor of the game) an4 

The next year, A — e finding the game 
ib advantageous, turned C — k out of his. 
room, and fet the game up himfelf ; but 
C — k and his friends hired the crier to 
cry the game down 5 upon which 
A — ^ came running to me to ftop it, 
after* he had cried it once, which I 
immediately did, and turned the crier off 
the waives, 

Theft 
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Then A^ afkcd me to go a fourth 
^ith him in the bank, which I confcnted 
to; C-^k next day took me into his room 
which he hiad hired, and proffered me to 
^o half with him, which 1 refufed, being 
engaged . before to A — e. 

y — € then fet up the fame game, and 
complained that he had not half play at 
his room; upon which I made them 
^agree to join.tJbjCir banks, aijd divide 
equally the gain and J^ofs, and I to go the 
Jlike {hare in the bank. 

I taking them to be hpncft, never 
-enquired what was won or ioftj and 
tjiought ^hpy p&id me hooeftly, 'till it 
avas discovered, that they had defrauded 
me of 2000 guineas* 

I then arrefted A — e, who told me I 
muft go into Chancery, and that I (bould 
Ibegin with the people of Bat A, who had 
jchcated mc of ten times ^ much ; andt 
* told my attorney, that J — e had cheated 
jjgie of 5Q0, and wrote me word that I 
F ^ pro- 
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probably had it not.undcrhis hand, which 
never was ufcd in play,. . . 

Upon my arrefting A — ^, I received a 
letter not to profecute y- ~^, for he would 
be a very good witnefs : I writ a difcharge 
to "J — e for 125I. in full, though he 
never paid me a farthing, upon his tell- 
ing me, if his debts were paid, he was^ 
"not worth a {hilling. 

Every article of this I can prove 
from A — /s own mouth, as a reafon 
that he allowed the bank keepers biit 
16 per cent, becaufe I went 20 5 and his 
fubdrning * * * * to alter his informa- 
tions, 

Richard Nash. 

This gentleman's fimplicity, intrufting 
perfcns whom he had no previous rcafons 
to place copfidcnce in, feems to be one of 
thofc lights into his charafter, which, 
-while they impeach his underftanding, do 
xiohour to his benevolence. The low and 
timid are ever fufpicious; but a heart im- 
preflcd -with honourable fentiments, ex- 

pefts 
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pefts from others /ympathetic fincc^ 
rity. 

But now that we have viewed his con- 
cluft as a gamefter, and feen him on that 
fide of his charadler, which is by far the 
moft unfavourable, {gcti him declihing 
from his former favour and efteem, the 
' juft confequence of his quitting, tho' but 
ever fo little, the paths of honour; let 
me turn to thofe brighter parts of his 
life and charadter, which gained the af- 
feftion of his friends, the efteem of the 
corporation which he affiftcd, and may 
poflibly attradt the attention of pofterity. 
By his fucceiTes we Ihall find, that 
figuring in life, proceeds lefs from the 
poffefiion of great talents, than from the 
proper application ofmoderate ones. Some 
great minds are only fitted to put forth 
their powers in thfe ftormj and the occa- 
fion is often wanting during a whole life 
for a great exertion : but trifling oppor- 
tunities of fhining, arc almoft every hour 
offered to the little fedulous mind ; and 
a perfon thus employed, is not only more 

pleafing 
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j)leafing, but more ufcful ia a ftatc of 
tranquil fociety. 

Tho' gaming firft introduced him into 
polite company, this alone could hardly 
h'ave carried him forward, .without the 
afliftance of a genteel addrefs, much viva- 
city, fome humour, and fome wit. But 
once admitted into the circle, of the Beau 
"Monde, he then laid claim to all thepri*- 
- vileges by which it is diftinguifhed. A- 
mong others, jn the early part of his life* 
l;e entered himfelf profeiTedly into the fer- 
vice of the fair fex ; he fet up for a man 
<)f gallantry and intrigue ; and if we can 
-credit the boafts of his old age, he often 
Succeeded. In faft, the bufinefs of love 
. fomewhatrefembles t^t bufiaefsof phyfic; 
jid matter for qualifications, he that makes 
vigorous pretenfions to either is fureft of 
fuccefs. Nature had by no means formed 
Mr. Najh for a Beau Gar9on ; his perfon 
was clumfey, too large and auk ward, an4 
his features harfli, ftrong, and peculiarly 
irregular -, yet even, with thofe difedvan- 
tages, he made love, became an univer- 
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(al admirer of the fex, and was univerfally 
fidmired. He was poffefled, at leaft, of 
fomc requifites of a lover. He had afli- 
duity, flattery, fine cloaths, and as much 
wi^ as the ladies he addreffed. Wit, flat- 
tery, and fine cloaths, he ufed to fay, 
were enough to debauch a nunnery. But 
my fair readers- of the prefent day are 
exempt from this fcandal^ and it is no' 
matter now^ what he faid of their grand- 
piothers* . 

As N^r was a man of three age^, fo 
f^aflb fbmetimes humoroufly called him^ 
felf a beau of three generations. He had 
feen flaxen bobs fuccceded by majors^ 
which in their turn gave way to neglir 
gents, which were at lafl: totally routed 
py bags and ramilees. The manner xi| 
which gentlemen managed their amours^, 
jn thefe different ages of fafhion, were? 
not more different than their perriwigs, 
The lover in the reign of king Charks 
was folemn, majcftic, and fi^rnial. He vi« 
^ted his miftrefs in flate. Languiihed 
for the favour, kneeled when he toaftcd 
\i\s goddefsjj walHed with folcRinity, per^ 

^ formed 
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formed the mod trifling things with de- 
corum, and even took fnufF with a flou- 
riih. The beau of the latter part of 
queen Anns reign was difgufted with 
fo much formality, he was pert, fmart 
and lively i his billet-doux were written 
in a quite different ftile from that of his 
antiquated predeceflbr 5 he was ever 
laughing at his own ridiculous fituation ; 
till at laft, he perfuaded the lady to be- 
come as ridiculous as himfelf. The beau 
of the third age, in which Mr. Najh 
died, was ftill more extraordinary than 
cither; his whole fecret in intrigue 
confifted iii perfedl indifference. The 
only way to hiake love now, I have 
heard Mr. NaJh fay, was to take no man- 
ner of notice of the lady, which method 
was found the fureft way to fccure her 
affeftions. 

However thefc things be, this gentle- 
man's fucceffes in amour were in reality 
very much confined in the fecond and 
third age of intrigue ; his charafter was 
too public for a lady to confign her repu- 
tation to his keeping. But in the begin- 
ning 
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uing of life it is faid, he knew the fecret 
hiftory of the times, and contributed 
himfelf to fwell the page of fcandal. Were 
I upon the prefent occafion to hold the 
pen of a novelift, I could recount fbme 
amours, in which he was fuccefsful. I 
could fill a volimie with little anecdotes, 
which contain neither pleafure nor inftruc- 
tion ; with hiftories of profeffing lovers, 
and poor believing girls deceived by fuch 
profeflions. But fuch adventures areeafily 
written, and as eafily atchieved. The 
plan even of fictitious novel is quite ex- 
hauiled ; but truth, which I have fol- 
lowed here, and ever defign to follow, 
prefents in the aflfair of love fcarce any 
variety. The manner in which one re- 
putation is loft, exaftly refembles that 
by which another is taken away. The 
gentleman begins at timid diftance, 
grows more bold, becomes rude, till 
the lady is married or undone ; fuch is 
the fubftance of every modern novel; 
nor will I gratify the pruriency of vfolly, 
at the expence of every other pleafure 
my narration may afford. 

7 Mr. 
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Mr. Najl:) did not lon^ continue ifj 
tiniverfal gallant ; but in the earlfer years 
of his reign, entirely gave up his en-* 
deavours to deceive the fex, in order to 
become the honeft protedor of their in-* 
nocence, the guardian of their reputa-* 
tion, and a friend to their virtue. 

This w^s a charafter he bore for many 
years, and fupported it w^ith integrity^ 
affiduity and fuccefs. It was his con- 
ftant pradice to do every thing in his^ 
power to prevent the fatal confequcnces 
of ra(h and inconfiderate love ; and there 
are many perfons now alive, v^ho owe 
their prefent happinefs to his having in- 
. terrupted theprogrefs of an amour, that 
threatened to become unhappy, or even 
criminal, by privately making their 
guardians or parents acquainted v^ith 
what he could difcover. And his man- 
ner of difconcerting thefe fchemes was 
fuch as generally fecured him from the 
rage and refentment of the difappointed. 
One night, when I was in Wiltjhire% 
room, Nafi> came up to a lady and her 
daughter, who were people of no in- 
con- 
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Conliderablc fbrtunc> a^d bluntly told 
the mother, jhe had better be at btme : 
this was at that time thought an auda- 
cious piece of impertinence, and the lady 
turned away piqued and difconcerted. 
Najhj however, purfucd her, and re- 
peated the words again ; when the old 
lady, wifely conceiving there might be 
fome hidden meaning couched under this 
feeming infolence, retired, and coming 
to her lodgings, found a coach and fix 
at the door, which a Iharper had pro- 
tided to carry off her eldeft daughter. 

I fhall beg leave to give fome other 
Inftances of Mr- Najb's good-fenfe and 
good-nature on thefe occafions, as I have 
had the accounts from himfelf. At 
the conckrfion of the treaty of peace at . 

Vtrechty colonel M was one of the 

thonghtlefs, agreeable, gay creatures, 
that drew the attention of the compa- 
ny at Bath. He danced and talked with 
great vivacity; and when he gamed 
among the ladies, he fhewed, that his 
attention was employed rather updh 
their hearts than their fortunes. Hi& 
c ' owa 
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own fortune however was a trifle, when 
compared to the elegance of his expence^ 
and his imprudence at lafl was fo great, 
that it obliged him to fell an annuity, 
ariiing from his commiflion, to keep up 
his Iplendor a little longer. 

However thoughtlefs he might be, he 
had the happinefs of gaining the affedi^ . 

ons of Mifs L , whofc father de- 

ligned her a very large fortune. This 
lady was courted by a nobleman of dif- 
tindlion, but fhe refufed his addrefTes^ 
refolved upon gratifying rather her in- 
clinations than her avarice. The intrigue 
went on fuccefsfuUy between her and the 
colonel, and they both would certainly 
have been 'married, and been undone, had 
not Mr. Najh apprized her father of their 
intentions. The old gentleman, recalled 
his daughter from BatJbt and offered Mr. 
Najl) a very confiderable prefent, for the 
care he had taken, which he refufed. 

In the mean time colonel M-"-" had an 
ifltfimation how his intrigue came to be 
difcovered; and by taxing Mr. Najh^ 

found 
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found that his fufpicions were not without 
foundation. A challenge was the imme- 
diate confequence, which the king of 
Bath, confcious of having only done his 
duty, thought proper to decline. As 
none are permitted to wear fwords at 
Batb, the colonel found no opportunity 
of gratifying his refentment, aind waited 
with impatience to find Mr. Najh in 
town, to require proper fatisfaftion. 

During this interval, however, he found 
his^ creditors became too importunate for 
him to remain longer at Bath ; and his 
finances and credit being quite exhaufled, 
he took the defperate refolution of going 
over to the Dutch army in Flanders^ where 
he enlifted himfelf a volunteer. Here he 
underwent all the fatigues of a private 
tentinel, with the additional mifery of 
receiving no pay, and his friends in Eng^ 
land gave out, that he was fhot at the 
battle of --"- 

In the mean time the nobleman prtStdi 
his paflion with ardour, but during the 
progrefs of his amour, the young lady's 

G father 
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father died, and left her heirefs to a fof-* 
tune of fifteen hundred a year. She 
thought herfelf now difengaged from her 
foi'mer paflion. An abfence of two year* 
had in fome meafure abated her love for 
tiie colonel ; and the affiduity, the merits 
and real regard of the gentleman who 
ftill continued to folicit her, were almoft 
too powerful for her conftancy, Mr. Najh, 
in the mean time, took every opportunity 

of enquiring after colonel Af , and 

found, that he had for fome time been 
returned to En^land^ but changed hiff 
name, in order to avoid' the fury of his 
creditors; and that he was entered into 
a company of ftroUing players, wha 
were at that , tinae exhibiting at Feterbo^ 
rough. 

He now therefore thought he owed 
the colonel, in juftice, an opportunity of 
promoting his fortune, as he had once 
deprived him of an ocJtafion of fatisfying 
his love. Our Beau therefore invited the 
lady to be of a party to Peterborough^ and 
offered his own equipage, which was then 
one of the moft elegant in England, to 

con- 
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tonduft her there. The propoikl being 
iLccepted^ the lady, the nobleman, and 
Mr. Najh^ arrived in town juft as the 
players were going to begin. 

Colonel M — , who ufed every means 
of remaining incognito j and who was too 
proud to makeh^is diftrcffes known to any 
of his former acquaintance, was now de- 
graded into the character of T^am in the 
Canfcious Lovers. Mifs L — was placed in 
the foremoft row of the fped:ators, her 
lord on one fide, and the impatient Najh 
on the other'; when the unhappy youth 
appeared in that defpicable iituation upon 
the ftage. The moment he came on> 
his former miftrefs ftruck his view,^ but 
his amazement was encreafed, when he 
faw her fainting away in the arms of 
thofe who fate behind her. H? was in- 
capable of proceeding, ^nd fcarce know- 
ing what he did, he flew and caught her 
in his arms. 

Colonel, cried Najhj when they were 
in fome mcafure recovered, you once 
thought me your enemy, becaufe I en- 

G 2 dea- 
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deavoured to prevent you both from rum-» 
ing each other, you were then wrongs 
and you have long had my forgivenefs. 
If you love well enough now for matri- 
mony, you fairly have my confent, ani 
d-*-i> him, fay I, that attempts to port 
you. Their nuptials were folemnized 
ibon after, and afHuence added a zeft to 
all their future enjoyments. Mr. Najb 
had the thanks of each, and he afterwards 
Ipent feveral agreeable days in that fo- 
ciety, which he had contributed to ren- 
der happy^ 

I fhall beg^the readerV patience, whik 
I give another inftance, in which he in-* 
cfFedlually offered his affiftance and ad- 
vice. This ftory is hot from himfelf ; 
but told us partly by Mr. Wood^ the ar* 
chiteift <>f Batby as it fell particularly 
within his own knowledge \ and partly 
from another memoir, to which he re- 
fers. 

Mifs Sylvia S — was defcended ftom 
one of the heft families in the kingdom^ 
and was left a large fortune upon her 

S"ifter'& 
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jSifter's deceafe. She had early in li& 
been introduced into the beft company, 
and contracted a paflion for elegance and 
£;xpence. It is ufual to make the heroine 
of a ftory very witty, and very beautiful^ 
and fuch circumilances are fo furely ex- 
pected, that they are fcarce attended to. But 
whatever the fineftpoet could conceive of 
wit, or the moft celebrated painter ima- 
ging of be^ty, were excelled in the per- 
fcdbions of this young lady. Her fuperio- 
rity in both was allowed by all, who either 
heard, or had feen her. She w^s natu- 
rally gay, generous to a fault, good-na- 
tured to the higheft degree, affable in 
converfation, and fbme of her letters, 
and other writings, as well in verfe as 
profe, would have fhone ajnongft thofe 
of the moft celebrated wits of this^ 
or any other age, had they been pub- ' 
liflied. 

But thefe great qualifications were 
marked by another, which leffened the 
value of them all. She was imprudent ! 
But let it not be imagindfl, that her rcpu- 
Jation or honour fuffcred by her impru- 
G 3 dencd; 
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prudence ; I only mean, (he had no 
knowledge of the ufe of nioney, fhe re-* 
lieved difltrefs, by putting herfelf into the 
circumftances of die objeft whofe wants 
/he fupplied. 

SlJie was arrived at the age of nineteen, 
when the croud of her lovers, and the 
continual repetition of new flattery, had 
taught her to think flie could never be 
forfaken, and never poor. Young ladies 
are apt to expedt a certainty of fuccefs, 
from a number of lovers ; and yet. I have 
feldom fcen a girl courted by an hundred 
lovers, that found an hufband in any. 
Before- the choice is fixed, fhe has eitheF 
loft her reputation, or her good fenfe j 
and the lofs of either is fuflkient to con-s 
fign her to perpetual virginity. 

Among the number of this young la-* 
day's lovers was the celebrated S — , 
who, at that time, went by the name of 
t6e good-natured man. This gentleman, 
with talents that might have done ho- 
• nour to human Jty, fuffered himfelf to fall 
%i leiigth injp the lowcft ftate of debafe- 

jnent. 
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«neht. He followed the didates of every " 

neweft paffion, his love, his pity, his ge- / * . 

nerofity, and even his fricndfliips w^ere 

all in excefs % he was unable to make /^^ 

head againft any of his fenfations or de- 

iires, but they were in general worthy 

iviflies and deiires; for he was conftitu- 

iionally virtuous. This gentleman, who 

at lafl died in a goal, was at that time 

jthis lady's envied favourite. 

It is probable that Tie, thoughtlefs 
-creature, had no other profpeft from this 
amour, but that of pafling the prefent 
moments agreeably. He only courted 
idiffipation, but the lady's thoughts were 
£xed on happinefs. At length, however, 
his debts amounting to a confiderable 
lum, he was arrefted, and thrown into 
jprifon. He^^ndeavoured at firft to conceal 
his fituation from his beautiful miftrefs ; 
but ihe fbon came to a knowledge of his 
diftrefs, and took a fatal refolution of 
freeing him from confinement by dif- 
charging all the demands of his credi- 
tors.. 

^ C4 Mr. 
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Mr. Najh was at that time in London^ 
and reprefented to the thoughtlefs ypung 
lady, that fuch a meafure would efFedtual*- 
ly ruin both; that fo warm a concern for 
the interefls of Mr. S — , would in the 
firft place quite impair her fartune, in 
the eyes of our fex ; and what was worfe, 
Icffen h^r reputation in thofe of her own. 
He adde*iiL that thus bringing Mr. S — 
from prifoh, would be only a temporary 
relief i that a mind fo generous as his, 
would become bankrupt under the load of 
gratitude ; and inftead of improving in 
friendftiip or affedtion, he would only 
ftudy to avoid a creditor he could never 
,\^ repays that tho' fmgll favours produce 

good- will, greaf ones deflrpy friendlhip. 
Thefe admonitions however were difrcr 
garded, and fhe too late fouqd the prur 
dence and truth of her advifer. In ihort, 
her fortune was by this means exhauftr 
y^^ cd, and, with all her attraftions, fhe 
^I^T found her acquaintance began to dif? 
efteem her, in proportion as. fhe became 
poor. 
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In this fituation flie accepted Mr. 
Najh's invitation of returning to BatJb ; 
he promifcd to introduce her to the beft 
company there, and he was affured that 
her merit would do the reft ; upon her 
very firft appearance, ladies of the 
higheft diftinSion courted her friend- 
ihip .and efteem ; but a fettled melan- 
choly had taken poffeffipn of her mind, 
and no amufements that they could pro- 
pofe were fufficient to divert it. Yet ftill, 
as if from habit, ftic followed the crowd 
in its levities, and frequented thofe 
places, where all perfons endeavour to 
ibrget themfelves in the buftle of cere- 
jpiony and Ihew. 

Her beauty, her fimplicity, and her 
unguarded fituation, foon drew the atten- 
tion of a defigning wretch, who at that 
time kept one of the rooms at Bati, and 
who thought, that this lady*s merit, pro- 
perly managed, might turn to good ac- 
count. This woman's name was dame 
Lindfeyy a creature, who, though vicious, 
was in appearance fandtified 5 and, though 
l^efigning, had fome wit and humour. 

She 
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She began by the humbleft affiduity to 
ihgratiate herfelf with mifs S — ; fhcw- 
ed, that fhe could be amufing as a com-- 
panion^ and by frequent offers of mo«- 
ncy» proved^ that flie could be ufeful a$ 
A friend. Thus, by degrees, fhe gain** 
cd an entire afcendant over this poor, 
thoughtlefs, deferted girl ; and, in lefs 
than one year, namely about 1727, mifs 
S — , without ever tran%reffing the laws 
of virtue, had ^entirely loft her reputation* 
Whenever a perfon was wanting to make 
up a party for play at dame Lindfefs^ 
^yhia^ as fhe was then familiarly called, 
was fent for, and was obliged to fuffer 
all thofe flights, which the rich but too 
often let fall upon their inferiors in point 
of fortune* 

In moft, even the greateft, minds, the 
heart at laft becomes level with the 
meannefs of its condition ; but, in this 
charming girl, it ftruggjed hard with ad- 
¥crfity, and yielded to every encroach- 
ment of contempt with fdlen rclu£t- 
ance. 



But , , 
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But though in the courfe of three 
years flie was in the very eye of public 
infpe(Stion, yet, Mr, fVood the architedt, 
avers, that he could never, by the ftridt- 
eft obfervations, perceive her to be taints 
cd with any other vice, than that of fuf- 
fering herfelf to be decoyed to the gam- 
ing-table, and, at her own hazard, play- 
ing for the amufement and advantage of 
others. Her friend, Mr, iVij/Z^, therefore, 
thought proper to induce her to break 
off all connexions with dame Lindfeyy 
and to rent part of Mr. JFood^s houfe, in 
^een fquare^ where fhe behaved with 
the utmoft complaifance, regularity, and 
virtue. 

In this fituation her deteftation of life 
(till continued; flie found, that time 
would infallibly deprive her of part of her 
gttradtions, and that continual folicitude 
would impair the reft* With theie re- 
ile<5tions flic would frequently entertain 
herfelf, and an old faithful maid in the 
vales 6f Bathy whenever the weather 
would permit them to walk out. She 
lyould even fome^imes ftart queftions in 
5 com- 
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company, with fecming unconcern, in 
order to know what aft of fuicide was 
,cafieft, and which was attended with the 
fmalleft pain. When tired with exercife, 
ihe generally retired to n^editation, and 
ihe became habituated to early hours of 
ileep and reft. But when the weather 
prevented her ufual exercife, and her 
Ileep was thus more difficult, fhe made 
}t a rule to rife from her bed, and walk 
about her chamber, till (he began to find 
,an inclination for repofe. 

This cuftom made it ncqeflary for her 
to order a burning candle to be kept aU 
night in her room. And the maid ufii- 
ally, when fhe withdrew, locked the 
chalnber door, and puftiing the key un- 
der it beyond reach, her miftrefs by that 
conftant ngiethod lay undifturbed till 
fevcn o'clock in the morning, then fhe 
arofe, unlocked the door, and rang the 
bell, as a fignal for the maid to return. 

This ftate of fecming piety, regularir- 
ty^ and prudence, continued for fome 
time, till the gay, celebrated, toafted 
. . mifs 
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mifs Sylvia was^ funk into an houfekcepci 
to the gentleman, at whofe houfe flie 
lived. ' She was unable to keep compa- 
ny for want of the elegancies of drefs^ 
that are the ufual pa£port aniong the 
polite, and fhe was too haughty to feem 
to want them. The fafhionable^ the 
amuiing,r and the polite in fociety now 
feldom vifited her, and from being once 
the jobjeft of every eye, fhe was now 
deferted by all, and preyed upon by 
the bitter refledlions of her own im- 
prudence* 

Mr. Wood^ and part of his family, 
were gone to London. Mifs Sylvia was 
left with the reft as a governefs at Bath. 
She fometimes faw Mr. Najhy and ac- 
knowledged the friendfhip of his admo- 
nitions, though fhe refufed to accept any 
other marks of his generoiity, than that 
of advice. Upon the clofe of the day, 
in which Mr. PTood was expefted to re- 
turn from London^ (he exprefled fome 
uneafinefs at the difappointment of not 
feeing him ; took particular care to fet- 
tle the affairs of his family, and then 

aft 




04 The L I F fe 6f 

as iifual fate down to meditation, Shd 
now caft a retrofpedt over her paft mifj 
condud:, and her approaching mifery $ 
{he fiiw^ that even affluence gave her no 
teal happinefs, and frcMii indigence fhe 
thought nothing could be hoped but lin-fi 
gering calamity^ She at length conceiv- 
ed the fatal resolution of leafing a life> 
in which fhe could fee no corner for 
comfort, and terminating a fccne of im- 
jjpudence in fuicide. 

Thus reiblved, Ihe fate down at hef 
d.ining-room window, and with cool in- 
trepidity, wrote the following elegant 
lines on one of the panes of the window. 

O death ; thou pleafing end of human woe I 
Thou cure for life ! Thou greateft good: 

below ! 
Still may'ft thou fly the coward, and the 

flavc/ • -. 

And thy foft flumbdrs only blefs the l>rave# 

Slie then wert into company with the 
tnoft chearful ferenity $ talked of in- 
different fubje<fts till fupper, which {he 

ordered 
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ordered to be got ready in a little library 
belonging to the family. There fhe fpent 
the reroaiping hours, preceding bed-time^ 
in dandling two of Mr. Woods children 
on her knees. In retiring from thence to 
her chamber (he went into the nurfery^ 
to take her leave of another child,, as it 
lay fleeping in the cradle. Struck with 
the innocence of the little babe's looks, 
and the confcioufnefs of her meditated 
guilt, fhe could not avoid burfling into 
tears, and hugging it ia her arms ; fhe 
then bid her old fervant a good night, 
for the firfl time fhe had ever done fo, 
and went to bed as ufual. 

It is probable fhe foon quitted her bed, 
and was feized with an alternation of 
paffions, before fhe yielded to the im- 
pulfe of defpair. She drefTed herfelf in 
cleax) linnen, and white garments of 
every kind, like a hride-maid. Her 
gown was pinned over her breafl, jufl as 
a nurfe pins the fwaddling cloaths of an 
• infant. A pink filk girdle was the in- 
flrument with which fhe refolved to ter- 
minate her mifery, and this was lengthy 

ened 
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cned by another made of gold threadf* 
The end of the former was tied with ac 
noofe, and the latter with three knotey 
at a fmall diftance from one another. 

Thus prepared, "fhc fate down again^ 
and read ; for fhe left the book open af 
that place, in the ftory of Ofympia, in the 
Orlando Furiofo of Aridjioj where, by the 
/^ perfidy and ingratitude of her bofoiri 
flie'was ruined, and left to the 
an unpitying world. This tra- 
gical event gave her fre{h fpirit^ to go 
through her fatal purpofe ; fo ftanding 
upon a ftool, and flinging the girdle^ 
which was tied round her neck, over a 
clofet-door that opened into her cham- 
ber, {he remained fufpended. Her weight? 
however broke the girdle, and the poor 
defpairer fell upon the floor with fuch 
violence, that her fall awakened a work- 
man that lay in the houfe about half anf 
hour after two o'clock. 

Recovering herfelf, (he begatn to Walk 
about the room, as her ufual cuftom was 
when {he wanted ileepj and the work- 

maa 
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man imagining it to be only fome ordi- 
nary accident, again went to fleep. She 
once more, therefore, had recourfe to a 
ftronger girdle made of filver thread; 
and this kept her fulpended- till fhc 
died. ^^ . 

Her old maid continued in the morn-^ 
ing to wait as ufual for the ringing of 
the bell, andprotradled her patience, hour 
after hour, till two o'clock in the after- 
noon ; when the workmen at length en- 
tering the room through the window, 
found their unfortunate miftrefs ftill 
hanging, and .quite cold. The coroner's ' 
,^iy being, jpipanelled, brpuglij^in their r? 

verdid: lunaey ; ^gnd h6F*ipprplQ, ^as njext y^ 
night decently buried' in her father's 
grave, at the charge of a female compa- 
nion, with whom ftie had for many 
years an infeparable intimacy. 

Thus ended a female wit, a toaft, and 
a gagacikr ; loved, admired, and forfaken. 
Formed for the delight of fociety, fallen 
by imprudence into an objedt of pity. 
Hundreds in high life lamented her fate, 
H and 
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and wifhcd, when too late, to redrefs her 
injuries. They who once had helped to 
impair her fortune, now regretted that 
they had aflifted in fo mean a purfuit. 
The little effeftaflie had left behind were 
bought up with the greateft avidity, by 
thqfe who defired to prefervc fome token 
of a companion, that once had given them 
fuch delight. The remembrance of cviery 
virtue fke was poflefled of was now im- 
proved by pity. Her former follies were 
few, but the laft fwelled them to a large 
amount. As fhe remains the ftrongefl 
inftance to pofterity, that want of pru - 
d ence alone > al moft ca ncels every other 
virtue^ ^^Tfr^sLj. ^^ - ^^^^^ ^^ 

In all this unfortunate lady's affairs 
Mr. Najh took a peculiar concern, he di- 
refted her when they played, advifed. her 
when (he deviated from the rules of caur 
tion, and performed the laft offices of 
friendflhip atfer her deceafe, by raifing the 
audtion of her little efFe<3:s. 

But he was not only the affiftant and 
the friend of the fair fex, but alfo their 

^ defen- 
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defender. He fecured their perfons froiri 
infiilty and their reputations from fcan- 
dal. Nothing offended him more, than 
a young fellow s pretending to receive fa-* 
vours from ladies he probably never faw> 
nothing pleafed him fo inueh, as feeing 
fuch a piece of deliberate mifchief pu- 
nifhed. Mr. Nap^ and one of his friends^ 
being nevi^ly arrived at Tunbridge from 
Bath, vt^ere one day on the walks, and 
feeing a young fellow of fortune, with 
whom they had fome flight acquaintance^ 
joined him. After the ufual chat and 
hews of the was day over, Mr. Najh 
aflted him, how long he had been at the 
wells, and what company was there ? 
The other replied, he had been at ^un-;* 
bridge a month ; but as for company, he 
Gould find as good at a T^yburn ball. Not 
a foul was to be feen, except a parcel of 
gameflers and whores, who would grant 
the tail favour, for a fingle ftake at the 
Pharaoh bank. " Look you there,** con- 
tinued he, '* that Gpddefs of midnight, 
fo fine, at t'other end of the walks, by 
Jove, fhe was mine this morning for half 
a guinea. And fhe there, who brings up 
H 2 the 



(^ 



loo Thb L I F E oi^ 

the rear with powdered hair and dir^ 
ruffles, (he's pretty enough, but cheap, 
perfcftly cheap ; why, my boys, to my 
own knowledge, you may have her for a 
crown, and a difh of chocolate into the 
bargain. Laft, Wednefday night we yrere 
happy/' Hold there, fir, cried the gen- 
tleman i as for your having the firft lady, 
it is pofiible it may be true, and I intend 
to aik her about it, for fhe is my fifter ^ 
but as to your lying wijth the 'other laft 
Wednefday y I am fure you are a lying raf- 
cal— fjne is my wife, and we came here 
but laft night/' The Buck vainly afked 
pardon ; the gentleman was going to give 
him proper chaftifement; when yir.^ajh 
interpofed in his behalf, and obtained his 
pardon, upon condition that he quitted 
l^unhridge immediately. 

But Mr. Najh not only took care, during 
his adminiftration, to prote6t the ladies 
from the infults of our fex, but to guard 
them from the flanders of each other. He, 
in the firft place, prevented any animofi- 
ties that might arife from place and pre- 
cedence, by being previoufly acquainted 

with 
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"with the rank and quality of almoft every 
:femily in the Britijh dominions. He en- 
deavoured to render fcandal odious, by 
marking it as the refalt of envy and folly 
united. Not even Solon could have enac- 
ted^ a wiffer law in fuch a Ibcietyas Bath. 
The gay, the heedlefs, and the idle, which 
moftly compofe the groupe of water- 
drinkers, feldom are at the pains of talk- 
ing upon univerfal topics, which require 
comprehenfive thought, or abftradt rea- 
ibning. The adventures of the little cir- 
cle of their own acquaintance, or of fome 
names of quality and fa(hion, make up 
their whole convcrfation. But it is too 
likely, that when we mention thofe, we 
wifli to deprefs them, in order to render 
ourfelves more confpicuous ; fcandal muft 
therefore have fixed her throne at Batby 
preferable to any other part of the king- 
dom. However, tho' thefe endeavours 
could not totally fupprefe this cuftom 
among the fair, yet they gained him the 
friendfhip of feveral ladies of diftindtion, 
who had fmarted pretty feverely undej 
the lafli of cenfure. Among this number 
H 3 was 
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was the old chichefs oi Marlborough^ whq^ 
conceived a particular frieiKUhip for him^ 
and which continued during her life. She 
frequently confulted him in feveral con- 
cerns of a private nature. Her letting* 
leafes, building bridges, or forming ca- 
nals, were often carried on under his guir 
dance; but fhe advifed with him parti- - 
cularly in purchafing liveries for the foot- 
men ; a bufmefs to jvhich fhe thought his 
genius beft adapted. As any thing rela- 
tive to her may pleafe the curiofity of 
fuch as delight in the anecdotes and let- 
ters of the great, however dull and infi- 
pid, I fhall beg leave to.prefent them with 
one or two of her letters, coUefted at a 
venture from fcyeral others to the fame 
purpofe. 

To Mr. Nafh, (it the Bath. 

Blenheim^ SfpU i8, 1724. 

MR. yennens will give you a;n ac- 
count how little time I have in 
py power, and that will make my ex- 
pufe for not thanking you fooner for th? 

favour 
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favour of your letter, and for the trouble 
you have given, yourfelf in be(peaking 
the cloth, which I am fure will be good, 
fince you have undertaken to order it. 
Pray aik Mrs. Jennens concerning the 
cafcade, which will fatisfy all your doubts 
in that matter; ihe faw it play, which it 
will do in great beauty^ for at leaft fix 
hours together, and it runs enough to 
cover all the Hones conftantly, and is a 
hundred feet broad, which I am told is a 
much greater breadth than any cafcade is 
in England; and this will be yet better 
than it is, when it is quite finifhed; 
this water is a great addition to this place, 
and the lake being thir^ acres, out of 
which the cafcade comes and falls into 
the canal that goes through the bridge, 
it makes that look as if it was neceflary, 
which before feemed fo ptherwife, 

I am 

Tour nwji bumble Servant, 
S» Marlborough* 
H4 To 
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31) Mr. Nafh, at the Bath. 

Mar^9ugh-houfey Meq 17, 1735^ 

Sir, 

I Have received the favour of yours of 
the tenth of ilfoy, with that from Mr. 
ilarvey. And by Jaft poft I received a 
letter from MvsOverton^ a fort of a bailifi* 
and a furveyor, whom I have employed a 
great while upon my eftates in Wiltjhire. 
He is a very aftive and' very ufeful man 
of his fort. He writes to me, that Mr. 
Harvey has been with him, and brought 
him a paper, which I fent you. He fays, 
that finding he was a man that was defir- 
ous to ferve me, he had aflifted him all 
he could, by informations which he has 
given ; and that he (hould continue to 
aflift him, I have writ to him that he 
did mighty well. There islikewife a con- 
fiderable tenant of my lord Bruce\y his 
name is Cannons^ who has promifed me 
his affiftance towards recommending te- 
nants for thcfe farms. And if Mr. Har^ 
vey happens to know fuch a man, he may 
put him in mind of it. I am fure you 

do 
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do me all the good you can. And I hope 
you are fure that I fhall always be fcnfi- 
ble of the obligations I have to you, and 
ever be 

Tour moft thankful and obliged 
humble Servant ^ 
S. Marlborough* 

Mr. Harvey may conclude to take any 
prices that were given you in the paper. 
But as I know that we have been fcan- 
daloufly cheated, if he finds that any 
thing can be let better than it has been 
let, I do not doubt but he will do it. 

The duchefs of Marlborough feems 
not to be a much better writer than 
Mr, Najhy but (he was worth many hun- 
dred thoufand pounds, and that might 
conible her. It may give fplenetic phi- 
lofophy, however, fome icope for me- 
ditation, when it confiders, what a par- 
cel of ftupid trifles the world is ready to 
admire. 

Whati. 
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Whatever might have been Mr. Najjy^ 
other excellenGies, there was one in which 
{tyr exceeded him ; I mean his extenfivc 
humanity. None felt pity more ftrong- 
ly, and none made greater efforts to re- 
lieve diftr^s. If I were to name any 
reigning and . fafhionable virtue in the 
prefent age, I think it fhould be charity. 
The numherlefs benefactions privately 
given, the various public folicitations for 
charity, and the fuccefs they meet with, 
fervc to prove, that though we may fall 
ihort pf our anceilors in other, refpc(9:s, 
yet in this inftance we greatly excel 
them. I know not whether it may not be 
ipreadipg the influence of Mr. Najh too 
widely to fay, that he was one of the 
principal caufes of introducing this noble 
emulation among the rich ; but certain 
it is, no private man ever relieved the 
diftr.effes cf fo many as he did* 

Before . gaming was fupprcfTed, and 
in the meridian of his life and fortune^ 
his benefadtions were generally found to - 
equal his other expences. The money 
he got without pain, he gave away 

without 
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«rithout Vdufa^ace j, jujd whenever un- 
able to relieve a wretch^ who fued for 
afHilance^ he has beea oftea &cjx to 
fhed tears. A geatleman of broken for- 
tune, one day flaqd^ng beeind his chair^ 
as he was playing a ganie of picquet for 
two hundred pounds^ and obferving 
with what indiiSerence he won the mo-- 
npy, could not avoid whifpering theie 
words to another who ftood by ; '* Hea* 
yens ! how happy would all that money 
make n\e 1" Najb, overhearing him, 
clapped the money into hi^ hand ; and 
/:ried> Go and be bappy. 

About fix and thirty year^ ago, a clerv 
gymajj brought his family tp Batb for 
the benefit of the waters. His wife la?- 
boured under a lingering difordcr, which 
it was thought nothing but die Hot 
Wells could remove. The expences of 
Jiving there foon lefiTened the poor man's 
finances; his cloaths weru iold, piece 
by piece, to provide a temporary relief 
for his little family > and' his s^^)carance 
was at laft fo fhabby, that, from thf 
fwmber of holes in his coat and fiock^ 

ingSf 



io8 The L I F E of 

ings> Najh gave him the name of dodter 
Cullender. Our beau, it feems^ was rude 
enough to make a jeft of pbvcrty, though 
he had fenfibility enough to relieve it. 
The poor clergyman combated his dif- 
treffcs with fortitude ; and, inftead of 
attempting to folicit relief, endeavoured 
to conceal them. Upon a living of thir- 
ty pounds a year, he endeavoured to 
maintain his wife and fix children j but 
all his refources at laft failed him, and 
nothing but famine was feen in the 
wretched family. The poor man's cir- 
cumftances were at laft communicated to 
NaJh ; who, with his ufual chearfulnefs, 
undertook to relieve him. On a funday 
evening, at a public tea-drinking at 
Harri/bn\ he went about to coUeft a 
fubfcription, and began it himfelf, by 
giving five guineas. By this means, two 
hundred guineas were collefted in lefs 
than two hours, and the poor family 
raifed from the loweft defpondence into 
affluence and felicity. A bounty fo un- 
cxpefted had a better influeijce even upon 
the woman's conftitution, than all that 
cither the phyficians or the waters of 

Bat& 
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Bath conid produce, and fhe recovered. 
But his good offices did not reil here. 
He prevailed upon a nobleman of his 
acquaintance, to prefent the Dodor with 
a living of an hundred and fixty pounds 
a year, which made that happinefs, he 
had before produced, in fome meafure 
permanent* 

In the fevere winter, which happe^ied 
in the year 1739, his charity was great, 
ufcful, and extenfive. He frequently^ 
at that feafon of calamity, entered the 
houfes of the poor, whom he thought 
too proud to beg, and gencroufly reliev- 
ed them. The colliers were at this time 
peculiarly diftrefled; and, in order to 
excite compaffion, a number of them 
yoaked themfelves to a waggon loaded 
with coals, and drew it into Batbf and 
prefented it to Mr. Najh. Their fchemc 
had the proper eifecft. Mr. NaJIj pro- 
cured them a fubfcription, and gave ten 
guineas towards it himfelf. The weavers 
\ alfo fhared his bounty at that feafon. 
They came begging in a body into Batb^ 
and he provided a plentiful dinner for 

their 

S 
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riifeir ehtfertainmenf, and gave each 1 
Wfefek's fubfifldnce at going away. 

iThere ate few public charities to 
which he was hoi a rubrcriDer, and 
iiiahy he principally contributed to fup- 
port. Among others, Mr. Annejly^ that 
ftrange example of the mutability of for- 
tune, and the inefficacy of our Lawsy 
Ihared his intereft and bounty. I have 
now before nie a well written letter, ad- 
dfefled to Mr. iViz/^, in order to obtain 
his intereft for that unhappy gentleman > 
it comes ftorii Mr. Henderfon^ a Quaker, 
who was Mr. Annejlf^ father's agent. 
This gentleman warmly elpoufed the 
young adventurer's intereft^ and, I am 
told, fell with him. 

Undbtt^ OBoBer %i^ 1756. 
My Good Friend, , 

WHEN I had the honour of cotf- 
verfing with thee a:t Ttunbfidge^ 
in September laft, concerning that moft 
Angular ftriking cafe of Mr. Annejl^y 
whom I have known fince he was" about 
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fix years old, I being then employed by 
the late Lord Baron of Attham, his fa-» 
ther, as his agent. Fronni what 1 know 
of the affairs of that family j I am #ell 
ai&ired, that Mr; Annejley is the legiti-* 
mate fon of the kte Lord Baron of AU 
tbathy lind, in confequtence thereof, is in-- 
titled to the hooDurs and eftatcs of An^ 
glefey. Wehi I not Well affured of hin 
right to thofe hbnours^ and eftates, 1 
would not give countenance to his claim. 

1 w«H remember, that thou then 

madeft me a promife to affift him in 
folKeiting a fubfcription, that was then 
begun at ^unbridge \ but, as that place 
was not within the limits of thy pro- 
vince, thou couldeft not promife to cio 
much there. But thou faidft, that in 
cafe he would go to Bath in the feafon, 
thou wouldeft then and there fhew how 
much thou wouldeft be his friend. 

And now, my good friend, as the fea- 
fon is come on, and Mr. Annejley now at 
Bdthy I beg leave to remind thee of that 
promife; and that thou wilt keep in full 
?ttw th* honour, Ae everlafting honour, 
6 that 
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that will naturally redound to thee from 
thy benevolence, and crown all thc^jgood 
anions o^ ihy life.— — I fay, now in the 
vale of life, to relieve a diftrefled young 
nobleman, to extricate fo immenfe an 
eftate, from the hands of oppreffion ; to 
do this, will fix fuch a ray of glory on 
thy memory, as will fpeak forth thy 

praife to future ages, This with great» 

rcipedt is the needful, 

from thy qjfi4red Friend, 

William Henderson, 

Be pleafed to give my refpefts to Mr, 
Annejky and his fpoufe. 

Mr. Najh punftually kept his word 
with this gentleman ; he began the fub- 
fcription himfelf with the utmoil libe^ • 
rality, and procured fuch a lift of en- 
couragers, as at once did honour to Mr. 
Annejky s caufe, and their own genero-- 
fity. What a pity it was, that this mo- 
ney, which was given for the relief of 
indigence only, went to feed a fet of 

reptUes> 
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reptiles, who battch upon our weaktiefs# 
miferies, and vice. . io> 

i\ 
It may not btkaefWVL to thdH genera* 
lity of my readers^ that the laft adt of 
the comedy, ealled Efop, which was 
added to the French plot of Bourfault^ 
by Mr. Vanburgb, was taken from a 
ftory told of Mr* Najh, upon a fimilar 
occaiion. He had in the early part of 
life made propofals of marriage to mifs 

/^„::1-^ ofD ; his affluence at that 

time, and the favour which he was in 
w^h the nobility^ readily induced the 
young lady*s father to favour his ad- 
dreifes* However, upon opening .thtr 
affair to herfelf, fhe candidly told him, 
her affeftions Were placed upon another, 
and that fhe could not poflibly comply. 
Though this anfwer fatisfied Mr. Najh^ 
it was by no means fufiicient to appeafe 
the father ; and he peremptorily infifled 
Upon her obedience. Things were car- 
ried te the lafl extremity; when Mr. 
N(^ undertook to fettle the affair ; and 
defiring his favoured rival to be {%nt for, 
with his own hand prefented his miflrefs 

i to 
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to him> together with a fortune equal to 
-what her father intended to give her. 
Such an uncommon inftance of genero- 
fity had an inftant )tflc&, upon the ie^ 
vere parent ; he confidered fuch difinte* 
reflednefs as a juft reproach to his own 
mercenary difpofition^ and took his 
daughter once more into favour. I wifli, 
for the dignity of hiftpry, that the fequel 
could be concealed, but the young lady 
ran away with her footman, before half 
a year was expired; and her hulband 
died of grief. 

In general, the benefa<9ion8 of a ge- 
nerous man are but ill beftowed. His 
heart feldom gives him leave to examine 
the real diftrefs of the objedt which (ues 
for pity ; his good-natnre takes the 
alarm too foon, and he bellows his for- 
tune on only apparent wretehednefs. The 
mail naturally frugal, on the other hand, 
feldom relieves, but when he does, his 
reafon, and not his fenfations, generally 
find out the objeft. Every inftance of 
his bounty is therefore permanent, and 
bears witnefs to his benevolence. 

Of 
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Of all the immenf^ Aims which Naft^ 
laviflied upon real or apparent wretched-* 
neis^ the efieds^ after a few years» ieem*^ 
ed to difappear. His n^oney was gene^ 
raOy given to fuppost iixunediate want, 
or to relieve improvident indolence, and 
therefore it vanifhed in an hour. Per-- 
Jiaps towards the clo& of life, were he 
to look round on the thoufands he had 
relieved, he would find but few made 
liappy, or fixed by his bounty in a flate 
of thriving induftry ; it was enough for 
bim, that he gave to thoie that wanted ; 
he never coiifidered, that charity to fome 
might impoverifh himfelf without re- 
lieving them ; he feldom confidered the 
merit or the induftry of the petitioner ; 
'or he rather fancied, that mifery was 
an excufe for indolence and guilt. It 
was an ufual faying of his, when he 
went to beg for any peribn in diftrefs, 
that they who could ftoop to the mean-« 
nefs of folicitation, mufl certainly want 
the favour for which they petitioned* 

I 2 In 
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In thi» manner therefore he gave 
away immenfe fums of his own, and 
ilill greater, which he procured from 
others. His way was, when any per-- 
ion was propofed to him as an objeA of ' 
charity, to go round with his hat, firft 
among the nobility^ according to their 
rank, and fo on, till he left fcavce a fin* 
gle perfon unfolicited. They wha go 
thus about to beg for others, generally 
find a pleafure in the tafk. They con- 
iider, in fome meafure, every benefac** 
tion they procure, as given by themielves^ 
and have at once the pleafure of being 
liberal, without the felf^eproach of be- 
ing profufe. 

But of all the inftances of Mr. Na/b-% 
bounty, n<Hie does him more real Jionour, 
than die pains he took ki eftablifhing an 
hofpital at Batbf in which benefa^tioir, 
however, Do£kor Oliver had a great ^are. 
This was one of thoie well guided chari- 
ties, di<£tated by reaibn, and fupported 
by prudence. By this inftitution the di£- 
ca&d poor might recover health, when 
< . inca-' 
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iacapable of receiving it in any other part 
of the kingdom. As the diforders of the 
pooTf who could expert to find relief at 
BafbfVrerc moftly chronical, theexpence 
oif maintaining them there was found more 
than their pariihes thought proper to af« 
ford. They therefore choie to fupport 
them in a continual ftate of infirmity, by 
a imall allowance at home, rather than be 
at the charge of an expenfive cure. An 
hoipital therefore at Both it was thought 
would be an ailylum, and a place of re- 
lief to thofe diiabled creatures, and would, 
at ^e fame time, give the phyfician more 
thorough infight into the efficacy of the 
waters, from the regularity with which 
fuch patients would be obliged to take 
them. Thefe inducements therefore in* 
fluenced DoGtor O/her, and Mr. Nqflb, to 
promote a fubfcriptton towards fuch a be- 
nefaction. The defign was fet on foot fb 
early as the year 171 1, but not complet- 
ed till the year 1742. This delay, which 
feems furprizing/ was in fad owing to 
tb^ want of a proper fund for carrying 
jbc work into execution. What I faid 
I 3 above. 
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above, of charity being the chlradcriftid 
virtue of the prefcnt age, will be mord 
fully evinced, by comparing the old and 
npw fubfcriptions for this hofpital. Thcie 
will (hew the difference between ancient 
and modem benevolence. When I run 
my eye over thfe Kft of thofe who fbb* 
fcribed in the year I723> I find the fob-* 
fcription in general fcldom rife above a 
guinea each perfon ; (b that, at thit time^ 
with all their efforts, they were unable to 
raife four hundred pounds ; but in about 
twenty years after, each particular fub* 
fcription was greatly cncreafed, ten, twen-i 
tj^ thirty pounds, being die moft ordinary 
fums fubfcribed, and they fbon raifed 
libove two thoufand pounds for the pur^ 
pofe. 

Thus chiefly by the means of Doftor 
Oliver and Mr. Nafi), but not without 
the affiftance of the good Mr, jil/en, who 
gave them the ftone for building and 
other benefadHons, this hofpital was ered- 
cd, and it is at prefcnt fitted up for the 
reception of patients, the cafta mofi; pa^ 

ralytic 

3 
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ralytic or leprous. The following condi* 
t^ons are" obfcrvcd previous to admit- 
tance. 

" I. The cafe of the patient muil be 
defcribed by fomc phyfician, or pcrfpn of 
fkill, in the neighbourhood of the place 
where the patient has refided for fonip 
time ; and this defcription, together wit^ 
A certificate of the poverty of the patient, 
atteftcd by fome perfons of credit, mufjt 
be fcnt in a letter pqfl-paid, directed tp- 
the regifter of the General Hofpital at 
Bath. 

II. After the patient's caie has beea 
thusdeicribcd, ^dfent, he muft remain ia 
his ufual place or refidence 'till he has 
notice of a vacancy^ fignified by a letter 
irom the regifter* 

III. Upon the receipt of fuch a letter^ 
the patient muft .fet forward for Bath^ 
bringing witili lum this letter, the parifh 
certificate duly executed, and allov/ed by 
two juftices,, and three pounds caution- 
money,, if from any part of England of 

I 4 IFiihsi 
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Wales ; but if the patient comes front 
Scotland or Ireland^ thcii the caution-f 
inoney> to be depoiited before admiffion^ 
is the fum of five pounds. 

IV, Soldiers may, inftcad of parifh cer- 
tificates, bring a certificate from their 
commanding officers, fignifying to what 
corps they belong, and that they {hall be 
received into the fame corps, when dif^ 
charged from the Hofpital, in whatever 
condition they are* But it is neceffary, 
that their tcafes be described, and fent 
previoufly^and that they bring with them 
three pounds caution-money. 

- Jf^ote^ The intention of the caution* 
money is to defray the expences of re- 
turning the patients after they arc dif- 
charged from the Ho^ital, or of their 
burial in cafe they die there. The re^ 
mainderof thecautipn-money, after thefe 
exponccs are defrayed, will be returned 
to the perfon who made the depofit.^' 

I am unwilling to leave this fubjeft of 
jbis benevolence, becaufe it is a virtue in 
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fiis character, which muil ftand almoft 
lingle stgainft an hundred follies ; and it 
deferves the more to be infifted on» be- 
caufe it was large enough to outweigh 
them all. A main may be an hypocrite 
fafely in every dther inftance, but in cha^ 
rity ; there are few who will buy the 
chara^fier <^ benevolence at the rate for 
^hich it muft be acquired. In (hort, 
the fums he gave away were Inmienie ; 
and^ in old age, when at laft grown tod 
poor to give relief, ie gave^ as the poet 
has ity all be body a tear % when incapable 
of relieving Hm agonies of the wretched, 
he attempted to relieve his own by a 
;flopd of forrow. 

The fums he gave, and colkifled for 
the hofpital, were great, and his manner 
of doing it was nq Ids admirable. J am 
4told that he was once collecting money 
in Wiltjhire*s room for that purpofe, 
when a lady entered who is more rer 
maiicable for her wit than her chari^, 
•and not being able to pafs by him unob- 
ferved, (he gave him a pat with her fan, 
frid faid, Tott muji put dawn a trifie far 
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me, Nafbf for I Aave no money in fn^ 
fodkit. Yes, madaoi, fays he, that I will 
with pleaiure, if yooi grace will tell me 
when to ftop : thou taking an handful of 
guineas out of his pocket, he began to 
tell them into his white hal, one, two, 
three^ four, five. Sbld^ botd, fays the 
dutchefs, t&nfider nvhat y$u are about. 
Confider your rank and fortune, tnadam» 
iays Najh^ and continued telling, fix, ie* 
ten, eight, nine, ten. Here thedutcheia 
called again, and leemed angry^ Pray 
compofe yourfelf, madam, cried Nafh, 
suid don't interrupt the wodc of charity % 
eleven, twelve, thirteen, fi}urteen, fifteen* 
Here the dutchefs ftormed, and caught 
hold of his hand. Peace, madam, fays 
Najb I you ihall have your nanie written 
in letters of gold, madam, and upon the 
front of the building, madam. Sixteen^ 
ievcnteen, eighteen, nineteen, twenty. 
/ won't pay a farthing more^fn, fays the 
^Intdbeis. Charity hides a multitude of 
£bs, replies Naftx. Twenty-one, twenty* 
4wo, twenty^three, twcnty-fi)ur, twenty* 
five. Uafhy fays ihe, I protefi you frighten 
me out of my nvits, L-'^d, I jbail die \ 

Madam^ 
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Madam, you will never die with doing 
good; and if you do, it will be the better 
for you, angered J^^^, and was about 
to proceed ; but perceiving her grace had 
loft all patience, a parley enfued, when 
he, after much altercation, agreed to ftop 
his hand, and compound with her grace 
for thirty guineas. The dutchcfs, how* 
ever, feemed diipleafed the whole evening ; 
and when he came to the table where fhe 
was playing, bid him Jiand farther f an 
ngfy devil, for Jhe bated the Jigbt of bhn. 
But her grace afterwards, having a run 
of good luck, called Nafh to her. Come^ 
fays £he, / vnll befriends ^jnthyou^ though 
you are a fool i and to let you fee I am not 
angry 9 there is ten guineas mare for your 
charity. But this I infji on^ that nei-^ 
ther my name, nor the fm, Jhall be men-- 
tioned. 

From the hoipital ereded for the be-* 
nefit of die poor, it is an eaiy traniition 
to the monuments ereded by him in ho-^ 
nour of the great. Upon the recovery of 
the Prince of Orange, by drinking the 
Bath waters, Mr* Nafh caufcd a fmalt 

obelifkj 
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jobclifki thirty feet high, to be ere6ted 
in a grove near the. Abbey church, . fince 
called Orange Grove. This Prince's 
arms adorn the weft fide of the body 
of the pedeftal. The in£:ription is 
on the oppofite fide, in the following 
words : 

In memriam 

Sanitatis 

Principi Auriaco 

Aquarum tbermalium potu^ 

Favente Deo, 

Ovante Britannia^ 

Feiiciter r^ituta^ 

M. p c c, X X ?: I Vu 

In.Englifh thus. 

In memory 

Of the happy reftoration 

Of the health of the 

Prince of Orange^ 

Through the favour of God, 

And to the great joy of Britain^ 

By drinking the Bath waters. 

1734- 

I find 
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I find itru general cuftom, at all Batiks 
and Spaws» to eredt moniunents of this 
kind to the memory of every Prince* 
who has received benefit irom the wa^* 
ter S4 AiXf Spaw, and Pifa, abound with 
tnicriptions of this nature, apparently 
doing honour to the Prince, but in 
reali^ celebrating the efiicacy of thdr 
fprings. It is wrong, therefore, to call 
fucfa monuments inflances of gratitude* 
though they may wear that appear-^ 
ance» 

In the year 1738, the Prince oi Wales 
came to Butb^ who prefented Mr. Najh 
with a large gold enamelled fnuff-box; 
and upon his departure, Najb^ as king of 
Batb^ erected an obeliik in honour of this 
Prince, as he had before done for the 
Prince of Orange. • This hand^^me me- 
morial in honour of that good-natured 
Prince is eredted in Slueen-jquare. It is 
enclofed withaftone baluftrade, and in 
the middle of every fide there are large 
iron gates. In the center is the obelifk, 
feventy feet high, and terminating in a 
point. The c^ences of this were eighty 

pounds ; 
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pounds i and Mr. Najb wad determined^ 
that the infcription fhould anfwer the 
magnifiw ice of the pile. With this 
Tiew he ^Tote to Mr. Pope, at Londofh 
requefti' g an infcription. I ihould have 
been glad to have given Mr. Najh*s letter 
upon this occofion ^ the reader^ however^ 
tnuft be fatisfied with Pfipe*^ reply ^ which 
is as fellows, 

SIR, 

I Have received yours, and thank your 
partiality in my favour. You fay 
words cannot esrprefs the gratitude you 
feel for the favour of his R. H. and yet 
you would have me exprefs what you feel, 
and in a few words. I own myfelf unequal 
to thetafk; for even granting it poffiUie t^ 
exprefs an inexpreflible idea, I am the 
worft perfonyou could have pitched upon 
for this purpofe, who have received fofew 
favours from the great myfelf, that I am 
utterly unacquainted with what kind 
of thanks they like beft. Whether the 

P moil loves poetry or profe, I protcft 

I do not know j but this I dare venture 

to 
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to affinn, that you can giyn him as 
much iatisfa£tum in either as ;^can« 

I am, 

S I R, n 

Tour affeStionate Sejyantp 

A. Pope, 
U 

What Mr. Najhh anfwer to this billet 
was, I cannot take upon me to afcertain^ 
but it was probably a perleverance in his 
foraier requeft. The following is the 
copy of Mr. Pope's reply to his fecond 
letter. 

SIR, 

I Had fooner anfwered yours, but in the 
hope of procuring a propcrer hand 
than mine ; and then in confulting with 
fome, whofe office about the P — might 
make them the beft judges, what fort of 
infcription to fet up ? Nothing can be 
plainer than the inclofed ; it is nearly the 
common fenfe of the thing, and I do not 
know how to flouriih upon it. But this 

you 
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you would do as well, or better your* 
felf, and I dare fay may mend the ex^ 
preilion. I am truly. 

Dear S i r. 

Tour affeSlionate Servant ^ 

A. Pope- 



I think I need not tell you my name 
fhould not be mentioned. - 

Such a letter as this was what might 
naturally be expeded from Mr. Papi. 
Notwithftanding the feeming modefty 
towards the conclufion, the vanity of an 
applauded writer burfts through every 
line of it. The diiffiCulty of concealing 
his hand from the clerks at the Poft- ' 
office, and the folicitude to have his naifte 
concealed, were marks of the confcouP- 
nefs of his own importance^ It is pro- 
bable, his hand was not fo very well 
known, nor his letters fo eagerly opened 
by the clerks of the Office, as he feems 
always to thiftk. But m all his letteFt, 

a» 
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2i well as thofe of JSwtff, there runs a 
ftr^in of priBe, as if the world talked 
of ilothing but thftrhfelves.' ^/ajs, fays 
he, in one of them, t&e day after I am 
dead^ the fun willjhine as bright as the day 
befori\ dnd the world will be as m'errf as ^ 
ujitai! Very ftrange, that neither an 
cclipfc nor aii earthquake fhbuld follow 
the lofs of a P6et ! 

The ihfcnption referred in tfiis letter, 
was the fame which was afterwards en- 
graved on the obelifk; 2nd is as fol- 
lows* 

In memory of" honour^ beftow'd. 

And in gratitude for benefits conferred irh 

this citj^. 

By his Royal Highnefs 

Frederick^ Prince df Walesy 

And his Royal Con fort; 

In the Year 1738, 
This obelifk is crefted bjr 
Richard Nafiy Efq; . 

I dare venture to fayi there was fcarce 

a cbmmon-c'ouneil-man in the corpora^ 

K • tion 
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tion of Batb^ but could have done this 
as welL Nothing can be more frigid ^ 
though the fubjed: was worthy of the 
utmoft exertions of Genius. 

About this period every feafon brought 
fome new acceffion of honour to Mr. 
Najh ; and the corporation now univer- 
fally found, that he was abfolutely ne- 
ceflary for gromoting the welfare of the 
city; fo that this year feems to have 
been the meridian of his glory. About 
this time he arrived at fuch a pitch of 
authority, that I really believe Alex-- 
der was not greater at Perfepolis. The 
countenance he received from the Prince 
of Orange^ the favour he was in with the 
Prince of Wales, and the carefles of the 
nobility, all confpired to lift him to the 
utmoft pitch of vanity. The exultation of 
a little mind, upon being admitted to the 
familiarity of the Great is inexpreflible. 
The prince of Orange had made him 
a prefent of a very fine fnuif-box. Upon 
this fome of the nobility thought it 
would be proper to give fnuiF- boxes too; 
they were quickly imitated by the mid- 
dling 



i 
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dling gentry, and it foon became the 
fafhion to give Mr. iViz/Z^-fnuiF- boxes i 
who had in a little time a number fuffi- 
dient to have furnifhed a good toy- 
ihop^ 

To add to his honours, there was 
placed a full length picture of him, in 
Wiltjhire ^'Ball-room J between the bufts 
of Newton and Tope. It was upon this 
occafion that the Earl oi Chejlerfield wiotQ 
the following fevere but witty epigram. . 

Immortal Newton never fpoke 

More truth than here you 11 find s 

Nor Pope himfelf e'er pen'd a joke 
Severer on mankind. 

This pidturp placed thefe bufts between,! 

Gives fatire its full ftrength ; 
Wifdom and Wit are little feen. 

But Folly at full length. 

There is alfo a full length pidure of 

Mr. Najh in Simpfons Ball-room ; and his 

Statue at full length in the Pump-room, 

with a plan of the Bath-Hofpital in his 

K 2 hand* 
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hand. He was. now treated in every 
rtfpefl: like a great man j he had his 
levee, his flatterers, his bu^oons, nis 
good-natufed creatures, and even his cfe- 
dicators. A trifling ill fupported vanity 
was his foible, and while he received the 
homage of the vulgar, and enjoyed the 
familiarity of the great, he felt no pain 
foi* the uhpromifing view of poverty that 
lay before hini ; he enjoyed the world as 
it went, and drew upon content for the 
deficiencies of fortune. If a cringing 
wretch called him his Honour, he was 
pleafed ; internally confcious, that he had 
the julleft ptetenfions to the title. If a 
l>cggar called him my Lord, he was hap- 
py, and generally fent the flatterer off 
happy too. I have known him, in Lon- 
don, wait a whole day at a window in the 
Smyfna cofFee-houfe, in order to receive 
a bow from the Prince, or the Dutchefs 
of Marlborough, as they paiTed by where 
he wasftanding; and he would then look 
round upon the company for admiration 
and refpcift. 



But 



I 
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But perhaps the reader defire^ tq know# 
who could be low enough to flatter «t 
man, who himfelf lived in fome mea- 
fure by dependance. Hundreds are re^- 
dy upon thofe occafions. The very needy 
are almoft ever flatterers. A man in 
wretched circumftances forgets his own 
value, and feels no pain in giving up 
fuperiority to every claimant. The very 
vain are ever flatterers ; as they find it 
neceflary to make ufe of all th?ir arts, to 
keep company with fuch as are fuperior 
to themfelves. But particularly the prodi- 
gal are prone to adulation* in order to 
open new fupplies for thqir extravagance,. 
The poor, the vain, and extravagant, 
are chiefly addicted to this vice; and 
fiich hung upon his good nature. When 
thefe three charadters are found united In 
pne perfon, the compofition generally 
becomes a great nian's favourite. It was 
not diflicult to cqlleft fuch a groupe in a 
city, that was the center of pleafure. 
Najh had them of all fizes, from the half 
pay captain in laced cloaths, to the hup-* 
})le boot-catcher at the Bear. 

K ^ I hay^ 
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I have before me a bundle of ietters^^ 
all addrefled from a pack of flattering 
reptiles, to hisr Honour ; and even ibmo 
printed dedications, in the fame fervile, 
ftrain. In thefe 6is Honour is compliment- 
ed as the great encourager of the polite 
arts, a& a gentleman of the moft accom- 
pliihed tafle, of the moft extenfive learn-« 
ing, and in fhort of every thing in the 
world. But perhaps it will be thought 
wrong in • me, to unveil the blufliing 
mufe, to brand learning with the mean-; 
jiefs of its profeffors, or to expofe fcho-i 

lars in a ftate of contempt, For the 

honour of letters, the dedications to Mr, 
Najh are not written by fcholars or poets^ 
but by people of a different ftamp. 

Among this number was the highway-, 
man, who was taken after attempting to 
rob and murder Doctor Hancock, He 
was called Poulter^ alias Baxter^ and 
publifhed a book, expofing the tricks of 
gamblers, thieVes and pick-pockets. This 
he intended to have dedicated to Mr. 
Nafl^i but the generous patron, tho' no 
man loved praife more, was too modeft 

to 
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to have it printed. However, he took 
care to preferve the manufcript, among 
the reft of his papers. The book was 
entitled, T'be difcoveries of John Foulter^ 
alias Baxter^ who was apprehended for 
'robbing DoSIor Hancock^ of Salijbury^ on 
Claverton Down near Bath > and who 
hasjince been admitted kings evidence^ and 
difcovered a mofi numerous gang of villains. 
Being a full account of all the robberies he 
committedj and the Jiirprizing tricks and 
frauds he has prdSiifed for thefpace of five 
years laftpaftj in different parts of England^ 
particularly in the Wefi. Written wholly 
by himfelf The dedication intended to 
be prefixed is as follows, and will give a 
fpecimen of the ftile of an highwayman 
and a gambler. 

To the Honourable Richard Najh^ Efq; 

May it pleafe your Honour, 

WITH humbleft fubmiffion, I make 
bold to prefent the following 
Iheets to your Honour's confideration, 
and well known humanity. As I am in- 
duftrioufly careful, in refpedl to his Ma- 
K 4 jefty, 
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Jefty, and good fubjeds, to put an end tp - 
the unfortunate mifcondu($s of all I know, 
by bringing them to ^the gallows. ; Tp be 
fure fome may cenfure, as if from felf- 
prefervation I made this anipledifcovery ; 
out I communicate this to your Honour 
and gentry, whether the life of one per- 
fon being taken away, wou}d anfwerthe 
end, as to let efcape fuch a vnumbcr of 
villains, who has been the ruining of 
many a poor family, for whom my foul 
is now much concerned. If my incli- 
nations was ever fbroguifh inclined, what 
is it to fo great a number of villains, when 
they confult together. As your Honour's 
wifdom, humanity, and intereft arc 
the friend of fhe virtuous, I make bold 
to lay, at your Honour's feet, the foly 
lowing lines, which will put every honeft 
man upon his defence againft the fnares 
of the mifchievous; ,and am, with the 
grcateft gratitude, honoured Sir, 

Your Honour'5 

Moji truly devoted and obedient Servant^ 

John Poulter, alias Baxter, 

Taunton Goal, ^ ' 

't June ad- ?v 

Flattery 
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' Flattery from fuch a wretch as this> 
.one would think but little pkafing ; how*- 
ever, certain it is, that Najb was pleafed 
with it : he loved to be called your Ho- 
nour, and Honourable; and the high- 
wayman mqre than once experienced his 
generofity. 

But iince I have mentioned this fel- 
low's book, I cannot reprefs an impulie 
to give an extradl froni it, however fo^ 
reign from my fubjedt. I take the follow- 
ing pidhire to be a perfectly humorous 
defcription of artful knavery afFe<aing ig- 
norance on one hand, and ruftic fimpli- 
city pretending to great wifdom and fa- 
gacity on the other. It is an account of 
the manner in which countrymen are de- 
ceived by gamblers, at a game called 
Pricking in the Belt, or the Old Nob* 
This is a leathern drop, folded up dou- 
ble, and then laid upon a table ; if the 
perfon who plays with a bodkin pricks 
into the loop of the belt he wins ; if 
ptherwife, he lofes. However, by flip- 
ping one end of the ftrop, the fharper 
can win with plcafure, 

6 * ?• There 
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*^ 'TT^ HERE are generally four perfons 
X concerned in this fraud, one to 
perfonate a Sailor ^ called a Legg Cull^ ano-- 
ther called the Capper^ who always keeps 
with the Sailor ; and two pickers up, or 
Money --Droppers^ to bringinFA?/jor Bud- 
bles. The firft thing they do at a fair, is 
to look for a room clear pf company, 
which the Smlor and Capper inimediately 
jtfltke, while the Money-Droppers go out 
j:o look for a Flat. If they fee a country- 
man, whofe looks they like, one drops a 
ihilling, or half a crown, juft before him, 
and picking it up again, looks the man in 
the face, and fays, I have found a piece of 
money, friend, did you fee me pick it up ? 
The man fays, yes : Then fays the (harper, 
if you had found it^ I would have had half, 
fo I will do as I would be done unto ; 
come, honefl friend, we will not part with 
dry lips. Then taking hifli into the room 
where the other two are, he cries. By 
your leave gentlemen, I hope we don't 
diflurb thecompany . No, cries the Sailor ; 
no brothers ; Will you drink a glafs of 
brandy, I don't like your weak liquors ; 
and then begins a difcourfe, by alking the 

Capper 



RICHARD NASH, Efq; 139 

Clipper how far it Is to London 3 who re- 
plies, I don't know; perhaps the gentle- 
man there can tell you, direfting his dif- 
courfe to the Flat } perhaps the Flat will 
anfwer, a hundred miles; the Stf/&r cries, 
I can ride that in a day, ay, in four or five 
hours ; for, lays he, my b'orfe will run 
twenty nots an hour for twenty-four 
hours together : Capper^ or the Sailor'^ 
fuppofed companion, fays, I believe 
Farmer you have not got fuch a horfe 
as the Sailor has; the Farmer cries No, 
and laughs 5 and then the Sailor fays, I 
muft go and get half a pint of brandy, 
for I am griped, and fo leaves them. The 
Capper^ affefiing a look of wifdom in 
his abfence obferves, that it is an old 
faying, and a true one, that Sailors get 
(beir money like borfesy and fpend it like 
q/fes ; as for that there Sailor I never faw 
him till now, buying a horfe of my man; 
he tells me he has been at Sea, and has 
got about four hundred pounds prize- 
money,* but I believe he will fquander it 
all away, for he was gaming juft now 
with a fharping fellow, and loft forty fiiil- 
Jings, at a, ftrange game of pricking, in a 

5 ^"'^g- 
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firing. Did either of you ever fee it, 
gentlemen ? continued the Capper ; if 
you two arc willing, I will afk him to 
ihcw it, for we may as well win fome of 
his money as any body elfe : The Flat 
and the Dropper cry. Do. Then in 
comes the Sailor ^ ftaggering as if drunk, 
and cries. What cheer> brothers ? I have 
juft feen a pretty girl in the fair, and 
went in to drink with her, we made a 
bargain, and I gave her a fix and thirty 
fhilling piece, but an old b~h her mq,- 
ther came and called her away, but I 
hope fhe will come back to me prefent- 
ly; then the Capper laughs, and fays. 
Have you got your money of her again ? 
The Sailor fays. No -, but (he will come 
to me Fm fure j then they all laugh. This 
is done to deceive the Fkf : then fays the 
Capper y What have you done with the 
ftick and the firing. Sailor? he anfwers. 
What, that which I bought of the boys 5 
I have got it here, but will not fell it, and 
then he pulls out the Old Nobb, faying, 
•' What do you think I gave for it? I gave 

V but fix-pence, and as much brandy as the 

J two boys could drink s it is made out of 

Sj a monr 
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a monkey's hide, as the boys told me, 
and they told me, there is a game to be 
played at it, which no body can do twice 
together ; I will go down aboard fhip, 
and play with my Captain, and I do not 
fear but I fhall win his (hip and cargo- ^ 
then they all laugh, and the Sailor makes 
up the Old Nobb, and the Capper lays a 
fhilling, and pricks himfelf and wins ; 
the Sailor cries. You are a dab, I will 
not lay with you, but if you will call a 
ftranger, I will lay again ; why if you 
think me a dab, as you call it, I will 
get this ftrange gentleman, or this (point- 
ing to the Flat) Done, cries the Sailor , 
but you {hall not tell him ; then he makes 
up the Nob, and Capper lays a (hillings 
flat pricks, being permitted to go fix- 
pence I to which he agreeing, wins ; and 
Capper fays to the Flat^ Can you change 
mc half a crown ? This is done to find 
the depth of his pocket; if they fee 
a good deal of gold. Flat muft wia 
three or four times ; if no gold, 
but twice. Sometimes, if the Flat has 
no money, the Sailor cries, I have more 
^ money than any man in the fair, and pulls 
^. Qut 
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out his purfe of gold, and faith. Not 
one of you can beg, borrow or fteal hatf 
this fum in an hour for a guinea. Capper 
cries, I have laid out all mine; Farmer ^ 
Can you ? Til go your halves, if you 
think you can do it. The Sailor faith, 
you muft not bring any body with you ; 
then the Dropper goes with the Flafy and 
faith, you muft not tell your friend it is 
for a wager ; if you do, he will not lend 
it you. Flat goes and borrows it, and 
brings it to the Sailor^ flieWs it hkn, and 
wins the wager ; then the Sailor pinches 
the Nob again, and the Capper whifpers 
to the Flatf to prick out purpofely ^is 
time, faying, it will make the Sailor 
more eager to lay on ; we may as well win 
his money as not, for he will fpend it 
upon whores : Flat^ with all the wifdom 
in the world, lofes on purpofe; upon 
which the Sailor fwears, pulls out all 
his money, throws it about the room, 
and cries, I know no man can win for 
ever, and then lays a guihea, but will 
not let him prick, but throws down five 
guineas; and the Capper urging the Flaf, 
and going his halves, the Sailor faith; 

my 
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toy cabbin boy will lay as much as that, 
ril lay no Icfs than twenty guineas ; the- 
Capper cries, lay Farmer and take up 
forty; which, being certain of winning, 
he inftantly complies with, and lofes the 
whole. When he has loft, in order to 
advife him, the Dropper takes him by 
the arm, and hauls him out of doors ; 
and the reckoning being in the mean 
time paid within, the Cupper and Sailor 
follow after, and run another way. When 
they are out of fight, the Dropper faith 
to the Flat^ go you back, and play with 
the Sailor for a fhilling, whilft I go 
and borrow money; but when the FZ^f 
goes to the houfe, he finds tliem gone, 
and then he knows that he is bit, but not 
till he has deafly paid for it." 



By this fellow's difcoveries Mr. Najfj 
was enabled to ferve many of the nobili- 
ty and gentry of his ' acquaintance ; he 
received a lift of all thofe houfes of ill 
fame which harboured or aflifted rogues, 
and took care to furnifli travellers with 
proper precautions to.avoid them. It was 

odd 
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odd enough to fee a gamefter thus employ- 
ed, in deteiSHng the frauds of gamblers. 

Among the Dedications, there is one 
from a ProfefTor of Cookery, which is 
more adulatory than the preceding. It 
is prefixed to a work, entituled, T'be 
complete prefervery or a new method of 
frejervingfruitsy flower s\ and other vege-^ 
tables, either with or without fugar, vine-^ 
gar orfpiritSj &c* 

To the very Honourable RichardNaflS>,E{qi 

Honoured SIR, 

AS much as the oak exceeds the 
bramble, fo much d6 you exceed 
the reft of mankind, in benevolence, 
charity, and every other virtue that 
adorns, enobles, and refines the human 
fpecies. I have therefore made bold to 
prefix your name, though without pet- 
miflion, to the following work, which 
ftands in need of fuch a patron, to excufe 
its errors, with a candour, only known 
to fuch an heart as your own; the obliga* 
tions I have received at your hands, it ia 
impoflible for me ever to repay, except 



r 



RtCHARD NASH, Efq; 145 

Iby my /endeavours, as in the prefent cafe, 
to make known the many fexcellent vir- 
tues which you poflefs. But what can 
my wit do to recommend fuch a genius 
as yours, a fingle word, a fmile from 
ycurfelf, outweighs all that I, or perhaps 
the beft of our poets could exprefs in 
Writing in the compafs of a year. It 
would ill become my fex, to declare 
what power you have over us, but your 
generofity is, even in this inftance, 
greater than your defire to oblige. The 
following iheets were drawn up at my 
hours of leifure, and may be ferviceable 
to fuch of my fex, as are more willing to 
employ their time in laudable occupa- 
tions, and domeftic oeconomy, than in 
drefs and diflipation. What reception' 
they may receive from your honour, I 
am incapable of telling ; however, from 
your known candour and humanity, I 
expeft the moft favourable. 

I am. Honoured Sir, 
Torn- moft obedient y 
and obliged humble Servant ^ 

H. W. 
L A mu* 
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A mufician in his dedication flill ex- 
ceeds the other two in adulation. [How* 
ever, though the matter may be ibme 
impeachment on his iincerity, the man- 
ner in which it is written refleds no dif- 
grace upon his underftanding. 

To Riciard Najh, Efq; 

S I R, 

TH E kind partiality of my friends 
prevailed with me to prefcnt to 
the world thefe my firft attempts in mu- 
fical compofition 3 and the generous 
proteftion you have been pleafed to af- 
ford me, makes it my indifpenfable duty 
to lay them at your feet. Indeed, to 
whom could I prefume to offer them, 
but to the great encourager of all polite 
arts; for your generofity knows no 
bounds ; nor are you more famed for 
that dignity of mind, which enobles and 
gives a grace to every part of your con- 
duit, than for that humanity and bene- 
ficence, which makes you the friend and 
benefadlor of all mankind. To you, the 
poor and the rich, the difeafed and the 

healtliy. 
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healthy, the aged and the young, owe 
every comfort, every convcniency, and 
every innocent amufeoient, that the beft 
heart, the moft ikilful management, and 
the moft aceomplifhed tafle can fumifh. 
Pven this age, fo deeply praAifed in all 
the fubtilties of refined pleafure, gives 
you this teftimony : even this age, fo 
ardently engaged in all the ways of the 
moft unbounded charity, gives you this 
praife. Pardon me then, if, amidft the 
croud of votaries, I make my humble 
offering, if I feize this firft opportunity 
of publickly expreffing the grateful fenti- 
ments of my own heart and profound 
refpedt, with which, 
lam. Sir, 
Tour moft obligedy moft devoted, 
and moft obedient Servant ^ 

J. G. 

.1 fancy I have almoft fatigued the 

reader, and I am almoft fatigued myfelf, 

with the efforts of thofe elegunt panev* 

gyrifts ; however, I can't finifh this run 

L 2 of 
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of quotation, without giving a ipecimert 
of poetry, addrefled to him upon a cer- 
tain occafion ; and all I fhall fay in its 
defence is, that thofe, who are pleafed 
with the profe dedications, will not dif* 
like the prefent attempt in poetry* 

To Richard Nap, Efq; 

On his ficknefs at I'unbridge* 

SAY, muft the friend of human kind^ 
Of moft rcfin'd — of moft diffufive mind ; 
lA\x&:NaJh himfelf beneath thcfc ailmcntsgricvc? 
He felt for all — He felt — hue to relieve. 
To heal the fick — the wounded to reftore. 
And bid defponding nature mourn no more. 
Thy quickening warmth, O let thy patron feel. 
Improve thy fprings with double power to heal ; 
Quick, hither all infpiring health, repair. 
And fave the gay — and wretched from defpair ; 
Thou only Efra's drooping fons can'ft chear. 
And ftop the foft-ey'd virgin's trickling tear ; 
In murmurs who their monarch's pains deplore; 
While ficknefs faints — and plcafureisno more; 
O let not death, with hafty ftridcs advance, 
Thou, mildeft charity, avert the lance ; 

His 
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His threat'ning power, coeleftial maid ! defeat; 
Nor take him with thee, 10 thy well known feat ; 
Leave him on earth feme longer date behind. 
To blcfs, — to polifli, — and relieve mankind : 
Come then kind health, O quickly come away. 
Bid tJaJh revive — and all the world be gay. 

Such addrefles as thefe were daily 
offered to our titular King. When in 
the meridian of power, fcarce a morning 
pafled, that did not cncreafe the number 
of his humble admirers, and enlarge the 
iphere of his vanity. 

The man, who is conftantly ferved up 
with adulation, muft be a firft-rate phi- 
lofopher, if he can liflen without con- 
trading new affedations. The opinion 
we form of ourfelves, is generally mea- 
fured by what we hear from others 5 and 
when they conipire to deceive, we too 
readily concur in the delufion. Among 
the number of much applauded men 
in the circle of our own friends, we can 
recoUeft but few that have heads quite 
ftrong enough to bear a loud acclama- 
tion of public praife in their favour j 
among the whole lift, we fliall fcarce 
L 3 find 
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find one, that has not thus been made, 
on fome fide of his charadcr, a cox- 
comb. 

When the beft head turns and grows 
giddy with praife, is it to be wondered 
that poor Najh fhould be driven by it 
almoft into a phrenzy of affeiftation ? 
Towards tHe clofe of life he became 
affedted- He chiefly laboured to be 
thought a fayer of good things ; and 
by frequent attempts was now and 
then fuccefsful> for he ever lay upon the 
lurch. 

There never perhaps was a more filly 
pafiion, than this defire of having a 
man's jcfts recorded. For this purpofe, 
it is neceflfary to keep ignorant or ill- 
bred company, who are only fond of re- 
peating fuch ftories ; in the next place, 
a perfon muft tell his own jokes, in or- 
der to make them more univerfal j but 
what is worfl: of all, fcarce a joke of 
this kind fucceeds, but at the expence 
of a man's good nature; and he who 
exchanges the charadler of being thought 

agree- 
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agreeable, for that of being thought 
witty, makes but a very bad bargain. 

The fuccefs Najh fometimes met with 
led him on, when late in life, to mifkake 
his true charader« He was really agree- 
able, but he chofe to be thought a wit. 
He therefore indulged his inclination, 
and never mattered how rude he was, 
provided he was thought comical. He 
thus got the applaufe he fought for, bu^ 
too often found enemies, where he Icaft 
cxpefted to find them. Of all the ]^^ 
recorded of him, I fcarce find one that 
is not marked with petulance ; he faid 
whatever came uppermoft, and in the 
number of his remarks it might naturally 
be expeded that fome were worth re^^ 
peating ; he threw often, and fometimes; 
had a lucky caft. 

In a life of almoft ninety years, fpent 
in the very point of public view, it is 
not ftrange, that five or fix fprightly 
things of his have been collefted, par-* 
ticularly as he took every opportunity of 
repeating them himfelf. His ufual wayi^ 
L 4 wbea 
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when he thought he faid any thing cle- 
ver, was to ftrcngthen it with an oath, 
and to make up its want of fentiment by 
affeveration and grimace. For many 
years he thus entertained the company 
at the cofFee-houfe with old ftories, in 
which he always made himfelf the prin- 
cipal character. Strangers liked this well 
enough ; but they who were ufed to his 
converfation found it infupportable. One 
ftory brought on another, and each came 
in the fame order that it had the day pre- 
ceding. But this cuftom may be rather 
afcribed to the peculiarity of age, than a 
peculiarity of character ; it feldom hap- 
pens, that old men allure, at leaft by no- 
velty; age that (hrivels the body contracts 
the underftanding ; inftead of exploring 
new regions, they reft fatisfied in the 
old, and walk around the circle of their 
former difcoveries. His manner of tell- 
ing a ftory, however, was not difplcaf- 
ing, but few of thofe he told are worth 
tranfcribing. Indeed it is the manner, 
which places the whole difference be- 
.tween the wit of the vulgar, and of thofe 
who aflume the name of the polite; ope 

h?is 
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has in general as much good fenfc as the 
other ; a ftory tranfcribed from the one, 
will be as entertaining as that copied 
from the other ; but in converfation, the 
manner will give charms even to ftupidi* 
ty. The following is the ftory which he 
moft frequently told, and pretty much in 
thefe words. Suppofe the company to be 
talking of a German war, or Eiizabeth 
Cannings he would begin thus. " I'll 
^* tell you fomething to that purpofe that 
'* I fancy will make you laugh. A co- 
*' vetous old parfon, as rich as the Devil, 
** fcraped a frefh acquaintance with me 
^^ feveral years ago at Bath. I knew him 
^* when he and I were ftudents at Oxford, 
^* where we both ftudied damnationly 
^* hard, but that's neither here nor there. 
** Well, Very well. I entertained him 
** at my houfe in John's Court. (No, 
'* my houfe in Johns Court was not built 
** then) but I entertained him with all that 
•* the city could afford ; the rooms, the 
*^ mufic, and every thing in the world. 
^^ Upon his leaving Bath, he prefled me 
^' very hard to return the vifit ; and de- 
^^ fired me to let him have the pleafure 
5 - of 
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^' of feeing me at his houfe in De^ 
•* vmjhire. About fix months after, I 
** happened to be in that neighbourhood^ 
*' and was refolved to fee my old frien4» 
** from whom I exped^ed a very warm 
*^ reception. Well : I knocks at his 
'* door, when an old queer creature of 
'^ a maid, came to the door, and d/snied 
*' him. I fuipedted, however, that he 
** was at home ; and going into the par- 
" lour, what fhould I fee, but the Par-- 
** fon's legs up the chimney, where he 
" had thruft himfelf to avoid entertain- 
*' ing me. This was very well. My 
" dear, fays I to the maid, it is very cold, 
<< extreme cold indeed, and I am afraid 
" I have got a touch of my ague, light 
<* me the fire, if you pleaie. La, Sir> 
" fays the maid, who was a modeft crea-- 
'* ture to be fure, the chimney fmokes 
" monftroufly ; you could not bear the 
'* room for three minutes together. By 
'* the greateft good luck there was a 
** bundle of ftraw in the hearth, and I 
*' called for a candle. The candle came^ 
** Well, good woman, fays I, fince you 
<^ won't light me a fire, 111 light one 

«for 
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** for myfelf, and in a moment the ftraw 
** was all in ablate. This quickly un- 
*' kennelled the old fox; diere he Aood 
** in an old rufty night gown, blefling 
*' himfelf, and looking like-— a — hem 
** egad." 

He uied to tell furprizing ftories of hi^ 
adtivity when young, *' Here I ftand, 
^* gentlemen, that could once leap forty 
*' two feet upon level ground, at three 
** Handing jumps, backward or forward. 
*' One, two, three, dart like an arrow 
*' out of a bow. But I im old now. I 
♦* remember I once leaped for three 
•^ ^hundred guineas with Count Kl^pjlack^ 
** the great leaper, leaping-uMftcr to the 
^* Prince of PaJJaui you muft all have 
'* heard of him. Firft he began with 
** the running jump, and a moft dam* 
•' nable bounce it was, that's certain : 
'* Every body concluded that he had the 
^* match hollow ; when only taking off 
** my hat, ftripping off neither coat, 
*^ (hoes, nor ftockings, mind me, I 
'* fetches a run, and went beyond him 

" one 
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'* one foot, three inches and three 
'* quarters meafured, upon my foul, by 
'* Captain Pateiy^ own ftandard.*' 

But in this torrent of infipidity, there 
fometimes were found very fevere fatirc, 
ilrokes of true wit, and lines of humour, 
cum fluerent lutulentus^ &c. He rallied 
very fuccefsfuUy, for he never felt ano- 
ther's joke; and drove home his own 
without pity. With his fuperiorshe was 
familiar and blunt, the inferiority of his 
ilation fecured him from their refent- 
ment; but the fame bluntnefs which 
they laughed at, was by his equals re- 
garded as infolence. Something like 
a familiar boot-catcher at an inn, a gen- 
tleman would bear that joke from him, 
for which a brother boot-catcher would 
knock him down. 

Among other ftories of NajJjs telling, I 
remember one, which I the more chear- 
fuUy repeat, as it tends to correct a piece 
of impertinence, that reigns in almoft 

every 
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every country affembly. The principal 
inhabitants of a market-town, at a great 
diftance from the capital, in order to en- 
courage that harmony which ought to 
fubiift in fociety, and to promote a mu- 
tual intercourfe between the fexe&, {6 
defirable to both, and fo necefTary for 
all, had eflabliOied a monthly aifembly in 
the Town Hall, which was conducted 
with fuch decency, decorum, and polite- 
nefs, that it drew the attention of the 
gentlemen and ladies in the neighbour- 
hood; and a nobleman and his family 
continually honoured them with their 
prcfence. This naturally drew others, 
and in time the room was crouded with, 
what the world calls, good company, 
and the aifembly profpered, till ibme of 
the new admitted ladies took it into 
their heads, that the tradefmen's daugh- 
ters were unworthy of their notice, and 
therefore refufed to join hands with them 
in the dance. This was complained of 
by the town ladies, and that complaint 
was refented by the country gentlemen, 
who, more pert than wife, publickly 
advertifed, that they would not dance 

with 
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with tradefmen's daughters. This the 
moft eminent tradefmen coaiidered as an 
infult on themfelves> and being men of 
worthy and able to live independently^ 
they in return advertiifed that they would 
give no credit out of their town^ and 
defired all others to difcharge their ac-* 
counts. A general uneafijcKfs enfued; 
fome writs were aAuaUy iiTued oat, and 
much diftref^ would have happened^ had 
not my Lord, who fided with no party^ 
kindly interfered and compofed die dif- 
ferencei The afiembly however was 
ruined, and the families I am told are 
not friends yet, though this affiur hap^ 
pened thirty years ago. 

Nothing debafes human nature jb much 
as pride This Najh knew, and endea- 
voured to llifle every emotion of it at 
Bath. When he obferved any ladies fb 
extremely delicate and proud of a pedi- 
gree, as to only touch the back of an 
inferior's hand in the dance, he always 
called to order, and defired them to 
leave the room, or behave with common 
decency s and when any Ladies and Gen- 

tlemen 
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tlemen drew off, after they had gone 
down a dance, without (landing up till 
"die dance was finifhed, he made up to 
them, and after afking whether they had 
done dancing, told them, they fhould 
dance no more unlefs they flood up for 
the reft ; and on thefe occafions he al- 
ways was as good as his word. 

Nafh^ tho' no great wit, had the art 
of fometimes faying rude things with 
decency, and rendering them pleafing 

by an uncommon turn. But moft of 

the good things attributed to him, which 
have found their way into the jeft books, 
are no better than puns; the fmarteft 
things I have feen are againft him. One 
day in the grove, he joined fome ladies, 
and aflcing one of them, who was 
crooked, whence (he came? She re- 
plied, ftrait from London. Confound 
me, madam, faid he, then you muft 
have been damnably wa^-pt by the way. 

She foon, however, had ample re- 
venge. Sitting the following evening 
in one of the rooms, he once morejoin- 

ed 
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cd her company^ and with'a fneer an^' 
a bow, afked her, if fhe knew her Cate- 
chifm, and could tell the name of To6u*s 
dog ? His name. Sir, was Najh, replied 
the lady, and an impudent dog he was. 
This ftory is told in a celebrated romance; 
I only repeat it here to have an oppor* 
tunity of obferving, that it a<Stually hap-* 
pened. 

Queen Anne pnce alked him, why hcJ 
would not accept of knighthood ? Ta 
which he replied, left Sir JVilliam Read^ 
the mountebank, who had been juft 
knighted, fliould call him brother- 

An houfe in Bath was faid to be haunt- 
ed by the Devil, and a great noife was 
made about it, when NaJh going to tho 
Minifter of St. MicAaeh, intreated him 
to drive the Devil out of BatA for ever^ 
if it were only to oblige the ladies. 

NaJh ufed fometimes to vifit the great 
Dodtor Clarke. The Doftor was one 
day converfing with Locke, and two or 
three more of his learned and intimate 

companions^ 



r 
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companions, with that freedom, gaiety 
•and chearfulriefs, which is ever the re- 
fult of innocence. In the midft of their 
mirth and laughter, the Doi^or, looking 
from the window^ faw Najh's chariot 
flop at the door. Boys, boys, cried the 
philofopher, to his friends, let us now 
be wife, for here is a fool coming. 

Najh was one day complaining in the 
following manner to the Earl of Chejier-^ 
Jield of his bad luck at play. Would 
you think it, my Lord, that damned 
bitch fortune, no later than lafl: night, 
tricked me out of 500. - Is it not fur- 
prizingy continued he, that my luck 
fhould never turn, that I fhould thus 
eternally be mauled ? I don't wonder at 
youf lofing vcionty Najh^ fays his lordfhip, 
but all the world is furprized where yon 
get it to lofe. 

Doftor Cheney once, when Nafi wai's 
ill, drew up a prefcription for him, 
which was fent in accordingly. The 
next day the Do<3:or coming to fee his 
patient, found him up and well ; upon 
M which 
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which he afked, if he had followed hi* 
prefcription ? Followed your prefcrip- 

tion, cried Najh, No. Egad, if I had, 

I fhould have broke my neck, for I > 
flung it out of the two pair flairs win- 
dovfs 

it T^'buld have been well, had he con- 
fined himfelf to fuch fallies ; but as he 
grew old he grew infolent, and ieemed, 
in fome meafurey inibnfible of the pain 
his attempts to be at wit gave others^ Up- 
on afking a lady to dance a minuet ; if 
ihe refufed, he would often demand, if 
ihe had got bandy legs. He- would at- 
tempt to ridicule natural defers ; he for- 
got the deference due to birth and qua- 
lity, and miftook the manner of fettling 
rank and precedence upon many occafi- 
ons. He now fecmed no longer fafliion- 
able among the prefent race of gen- 
try, he grew peeyifli and fretful, and 
they who only faw the remnant of a 
man, feverely returned that laughter up- 
on him, which he had once laviflaed upon 
others. 
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Poor Najb wag no longer the gay, 
thoughtlefs^ idly induilrious creature he 
once wa? ; he now forgot how to fupply 
new modes of entertainment, and be- 
came too rigid, to wind with eafe through 
the viciffitudes of fafhion. The even- 
ing of his life began to grow cloudy. 
.His fortune was gone, and. nothing but 
poverty lay in profpeft. To embitter 
his hopes, he found himfelf abandoned 
^by the great, whom he had long en- 
deavoured to. ferve ; arid was obliged to 
fly to thofe of humbler ftations for pro- 
tedlion, whom he once itfFcafed to def- 
pife. He now began to want that cha- 
rity, which, he had never refuied to any ; 
and to find, that a life of diflipation and 
gaiety, is ever terminated by oufery and 
regret. 

Even his place of mafler of the cere- 

. moniea (if I can trufl the papers he has 

left behind him) was fought after. I 

iwotild wilUagly be tender of any livirig 

reputation; but thefe papers accufe Mr. 

^inoi endeavouring to fupplant him. 

Ma He 
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He has even left us a letter, which he 
fuppofed was written by that gentleman, 
foliciting a Lord for his intercft upon the 
occafion. As I chufe to give Mr, ^uin 
an opportunity of difproving this, I will 
infert the letter, and, to fhew the im- 
probability of its being his, with all its 
faults, both of ftylc and Spelling. I ana 
the lefs apt to believe it written by Mr. 
^m, as a gentleman, who has mended 
Shake/pearls plays fo often, would furely 
be capable of fomething more corre<^ 
than the fallowing. It was fent, as it 
fhould feem, from Mr. ^m tb a noble- 
man, but left open for the perufal of an 
intermediate friend. It was this friend 
who fent a copy of it to Mr. Najhy who 
caufed it to be inilantl^ printed, and left 
among hi« Qther papers. * 

I'be letter from the intermediate friend to 
. ^. ^Na£b, is as follows. 

DcariSSj^^ :)-. 

TW O p^oft^ ago I received a letter 
from- ^wriy . the old player, cq- 
yering one to my Lord, which -.he left 
5" . . ^ open 
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^en for my perufal, which after read- 
ing he defired I might feal up and deli- 
ver. The requeft he makes is fb ex- 
traordinary, that it has induced me to 
fend you the copy of his letter to my 
Lord, which is as follows. 

Batbi Offobtr 3 , 1 7 60. 

My der Lord *, 

OLD beaux KnaJIo has mead himfelfe 
fo diffagreeable to all the com- 
paney that comes here to Bath that the 
corperatian of this city have it now un- 
der thier confideration to remove him 
from beeing mafter of the cereymoines, 
fliould he be continuead the inhabitants 
pf thifs city will be rueind^ as the beft 

♦ Can any one, who has read what precedes and 
what follows this letter, fuppofc that we thought it 
was written by Mr. ^vm, or that it would give any 
uneafinefs either to him or his friends ? — The letter 
was really found among Mr. Najh^s papers, as the 
Editor can at any time prove,and it was inferted here, 
to (hew what artifices were ufed, by thofe who had 
mere levity than good-nature, to impofe upon a poor 
old man, and to embitter his laft moments. 

This Note has been rendered neceflfary, by a piece 
of criticifm without candour, and an epigram without 
Wit, which appeared on this occafion, in the publicic 
papers. 

M 3 com- 
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companey declines to come to Bath oft 
his ace u 

Give me leave to (how to your Lords'hip 
how he bcheaved at the firs't ball he had 
here thifs' feafon which wa^ Tus^day las't. 
AyoungeLady was as^ked to dance a mi- 
nueat (lie begg the gent"" would be pleaf- 
ed to exquife here, as' flic did not chufe 
to dance ; upon thifs' old Najh called out 
fo as to be head by all the companey in 
the room G — dam yo Madam what 
buifncfs have yo here if yo do not dance, 
upon which the Lady was fo afrighted, 
flie rofe and danced, the refs*et of the 
companey was fo much offended at the 
rudnefs of N^ijh that not one Lady more, 
would dance a minueat that night. In 
country dances' no perfon of note danced 

except two boys' Lords S and T , 

the res't of tlie companpy that danced 
waire only the families of all the hab- 
berdas'hers' machinukcs and inkcepers in 
the three kingdoms' brufhed up and 
Colexted togither. 



I have 
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I have known upon fuch an occaifon 
8is* thifs' feventecn Dutchefs* and Contifs* 
tp be )t the opening of the ball at Bath 
now not one. This man by his' pride 
and extravagancis has out*lived hjis' rea- 
fein it would be happy forthifs* city that 
he was ded ; and is, now only fitt to reed 
Shirks upon death by which he may 
feave his foul and gaine more than all 
the proffits he can make, by his white 
hatt, fuppofc it was to be died red : 

The fav^ I have now to reques't by 
what I now have wrote yo ; is' that your 
I^ordfhip will fpeke to Mr. Fitt^ for to 
recommend me to the corporeatian of 
this city to fuccede this old finner as mafter 
of the perremonies and yo will much 
oblige, 

My Lord your 
Ix)r(lf and Hu* 
Ob^Sert. 

N. B. There were fome other private 
matters and offers in ^iri% letter to my 
ly9rd> which do not relate to you, 

M 4 Here 
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Here Najhy if I may be permitted the 
ufe of a polite and fafhionable phrafe, 
washumm'd; but he experienced fuch 
rubs as thefe, and a thoufand other 
mortifications pvery day. He found po-r 
verty now denied, him the indulgence 
not only of his favourite follies, but 
of his favourite virtues. The poor now 
folicited him in vain \ he was himfelf a 
more, pitiable object than they. ThQ 
child of the public feldom has a friend, 
and he who once exercifed his wit at the 
c^pence of others, muft naturally have 
enemies. Exafperated at laft to the higheft 
degree, an unaccountable whim ftruck 
him; poor 'Najh was refolved to become 
an author; he, who in the vigour of 
manhood, was incapable of the ^aflc, 
now at the impotent age of eighty-fix^ 
was determined to write his own hiftory ! 
from the many fpecimens already given of 
his ftyle, the reader will not much regret 
that the hiftorian was interrupted in his 
4cfign. Yet as Montaigne obferves, as 
the adventures of an infant, if an infant 
could inform us of them, would be 

plcafing ; 
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pkafing; fo the life of a Beau, if a bcaji 
could write, would certainly ferve to re- 
gale curiofity. 

Whether he really intended to put this 
defign in execution, or did it only to 
alarm the nobility, I will not take upon 
riie to determine; but certain it is, that 
his friends went about collefting fub- 
icriptions for the work, and he received 
feveral encouragements from fuch as 
were willing to be politely charitable. 
It was thought by many, that this hiftoiy 
would reveal the intrigues of a whole 
age; that he had numberlefs fecrets to 
difclofe; but they never confidered, that 
perfons of public charader, like him, 
ivere the moft unlikely in the world to be 
made partakers of thofe fecrets which 
people defired the public fhould not know. 
In fad, he had few fecrets to difcover, 
and thofe he had, are now buried with 
him in the grave. 

He was now paft the power of giving 
^r receiving pleafure, for he was poor, 
pld and peevifh ; yet ftill he was incapa- 
ble 
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ble of turning from his former manner 
of life to purfue his happineft. The old 
man endeavoured to praiStife the follies of 
the boy, he fpurred on his jaded paffions 
after every trifle of the day; tottering 
with age he would be ever an unwelcome 
gueft in the aflemblies of the youthful 
and gay ; and he feemed willing to find 
loft appetite among thofe fcenes where 
he was one young. 

An old man thus ftriving after plea- 
fure is indeed an objed; of pity ; but a 
man at once old and poor, running on 
in this purfuit, might excite aftoniih^ 
ment. To fee a Being both by fortune 
and conftitution rendered incapable of 
enjoyment, iliil haunting thofe pleafures 
he was no longer to (hare in ; to fee one 
of almoft ninety fettling the faihion of 
a lady's cap, or afligning her place in a 
country dance ; to fee him unmindful 
of his own reverend figure, or the ref-r 
pedt he fliould have for himfelf, toafting 
demireps, pr attempting to entertain the 
lewd and idle; a fight like this might 
wc|l fcryt? as a fal;ire on humanity ; might 

Ihew 
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fhew that man is the only prepoA^erous 
creature alive, who purfues the fhadow 
of pleafurc without temptation. 

But he was not permitted to run on 
thus without fevere and repeated reproof. 
The clergy fent him frequent calls to 
reformation ; but the afperity of their 
advice in general abated its intended ef-* 
feds; they threatened him with fire and 
brimftonc, for what he had long been 
taught to confider as foibles, and not 
vices ; fo, like a defperatc debtor, he did 
not care to fettle an account, that, upon 
(he firft infpedion, he found himfelf ut- 
terly unable to pay. Thus begins one of 
his monitors. 

^« ' B ^HTS admonition comes from your 
X friend, arid one that has your 
intereft deeply at heart : It comes on a 
defign altogether important, and of no lefs 
confequence than your everlafting hap- 
pinefs : fo that it may juftly challenge 
your careful regard. It is not to upbraid 
or reproach, much lefs to triumph and 
infult over your mifcondu<ft ormifcry; 
6 no. 
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no, 'tis pure benevolence, it is difintc- 
refted good-^will prompts me to write ;. 
I hope therefore I fhall not raife your 
refentment. Yet be the confequence 
what it will, I cannot bear to fee you 
walk in the paths that lead to death, 
without warning you of the danger^ 
without founding in your ear the lawful 
admonition, ** Return and live ! Why 
do you fuch things ? I hear of your evil 
dealings by all this people." I have long 
obferved and pitied you ; and muft tell 
you plainly. Sir, that your prefent beha-* 
viour is not the way to reconcile your-r 
felf to God. You are fo far from making 
atonement to olFendcd juftice, that each 
moment you are aggravating the future 
account, and heaping up an increafe of 
his anger. As long as you roll on in a 
continued circle of fenfual delights and 
* vain entertainments, you are dead to all 
the purpofes of piety and virtue. You 
are as odious to God as a corrupt car- 
cafe that lies putrefying in the church- 
yard. You are as far from doing your 
duty, or endeavouring after falvation, or 
reftoring yourfelf to the divine favour, 
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ds a heap of dry bones nailed up in 1 

cofSn is from vigour and adtivity. 

Think, Sir, I conjure you, think upon 
this, if you have any inclination to ef- 
capc the fire that v^ill never be quench- 
ed. Would you be refcued from the 
fury and fierce anger of God ? Would 
you be delivered from weeping and wail- 
ing, and inceffant gnaifhing of teeth ? 
fure you would \ But be certain, that 
this will never be done by amufements, 
which at beft are trifling and imperti- 
nent; and for that, if for no other rea- 
fon, foolifli and finful. 'Tis by feriouf- 
nefs i 'tis by retirement and niourning, 
you muft accompliih thi$ great and de- 
firable deliverance. You muft not ap- 
pear at the head of tvtty filly diverfion, 
you muft enter into your clofet, and ftiut 
the door; commune with your own heart, 
and fearch out its defe<5ts. The pride of 
life, and all its fuperfluity of follies muft 
be put away. You muft make hafte, 
and delay not to keep every injun<Sion 
of heaven. You muft always remem- 
ber, that mighty finners muft be mighti- 

ly 
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ly penitent, or elfe mightily tornacntcd. 
Your example and your projeds have 
been extremely prejudicial*, I wifli I 
could not fay, fatal and defiruEiive, to 
many : For this there is no amends 
but an alteration of your condud:,. aa 
iignal and remarkable as yoMT per/on and 
name.*' 

*' If you do not by this method re- 
medy in fome degree the evils that you 
have fent abroad, and prevent the mif- 
chievous confequences that may cnfue — 
wretched vidU you be, wretched above 
all men to eternity. The blood of fouls 
will be laid to your charge ; God's jea- 
loufy, like a confuming flame, will 
finoke againft you ^ as you yourfclf will 
fee in that day, when the mountains 
ihall quake, and the hills melt, and the 
earth be burnt up at his prefenfee*" 

** Once more then I exhort you as a 
friend ; I befeech you as a brother i I 
charge you as a mcflenger frqm God, in 
his ow^ moil folemn word&i '* Caft 

♦♦ away 
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away from you your trangreflions ; 
** makcyou a new heart, and a new fpi- 
** it; fo iniquity (hall not be your ruin." 

" Perhaps you may be difpofed to 
contemn this, and its ferious purport ; 
or to recommend it to your companions 
as a fubjed: for raillery — Yet. let me tell 
you before hand, that for this, as well 
as for other things, God will bring you 
to judgment. He fees me now I write; 
He will obferve you while you read. 
He notes down my words ; he will alfi> 
note down your confequent procedure. 
Not then upon me, not upon me ; but. 
upon your own foul, will the ne- 
gleding or defpifing my fayings turn. 
** If thou be wife, thou ftialt be wife for 
'* thyfelf ; if thou fcorneft, thou alone 
" fhalt bear it." 

Thus we fee a variety of caufes con- 
curred to embitter his departing life. 
The weaknefs and infirmities of exhauft- 
cd nature, the admonitions of the grave, 
who aggravated his follies into vices ; 
the ingTatitude of his dependants, who 

for- 
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formerly flattered his fortunes ; bat par- 
ticularly the contempt of the great, many 
of whom quite forgot him in his wants'; 
all thefe hung upon his fpirits and foured 
his temper, and the poor man of plea- 
fure might have terminated his life very 
tragically, had not the corporation of 
Batb charitably refolved to grant him teii 
guineas the firft Monday of every month. 
This bounty ferved to keep him from 
aiShial ncceflity, though far too trifling, 
to enable him to fupport the charadter 
of a gentleman. Habit, and not na- 
ture, makes almoft all our wants ; and 
he who had been accuftomed in the early 
parts of life to affluence and prodigality, 
when reduced to an hundred and twen- 
ty-fix pounds a year, muft pine in adtual 
indigence. 

In this variety of uneafinefs his health 
began to fail. He had received from 
nature a robuft and happy conflitutiorf, 
that was fcarce even to be impaired by 
intemperance. He even pretended, a- 
mong his friends, that he never follow- 
ed z, fingle prefcription in his life ; how- 
ever. 



1 
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eycr, in this he was one day detcdted on 
the parade ; for boafting there of his 
contempt and utter difufe of medicine, 
unluckily the water of two blifters, 
which Dr. Oliver had prefcribed, and 
which he then had upon each leg, ouzed 
through hisftockings, and betrayed him. 
His averfion to phyfic, , however, was 
frequently a topic of raillery between 
him and Dodtor Cbeney^ who was a man 
of fome wit and breeding. When Che-- 
ney recommended his vegetable diet, 
Najh would fwear, that his defign' was 
to fend half the world grazing like JVJ?- 
bucbadnezzar. Ay, Cbeney would reply, 
Nebuchadnezzar was never fuch an infidel 
as thou art. It was but laft week, gen- 
tlemen, that I attended this fellow ii) a 
fit of ficknefs ; there I found him roll- 
ing up his eyes to heaven, and crying 
for mercy 5 he would then fwallow my 
drugs like breaft-milk, yet you now 
hear him, how the old dog blaiphemes 
the faculty. What Cbeney faid in jeft 
was true, he feared the approaches of 
death more than the generality of man- 
N ' . kind. 
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kind^ and was generally very devotrt 
while it threatened him. Though he 
teas fpmewhat the libertine in adHon, 
none believed or trembled more than 
he ; for a mind neither fchooled by phi- 
lofophy, nor encouraged by confcions 
innocence^ is ever timid at the appear- 
Knee of danger. 

tV>r foftie time before his deceafe na- 
ture gave warning of his approaching 
diflblution. The worn machine had run 
hfclf down to an utter impoiBbility of 
repair 1 he faw> that he mutt die, and 
ihuddered at the thought. His virtues 
were not of the great, but the amiable 
kind ; ib that fortitude was not among 
the number. Anxious, timid, his thoughts 
mil hanging on a receding world, he de- 
fired to enjoy a little longer that life, the 
ttiiferies of which he had experienced fa 
long. The poor unfticcefsful gamefter 
hufbanded the wafting momcaits, with 
an encreafed defire to continue the game, 
and to the iaft eagerly wifhed for one 
yet more hajypy throw. ' He died at his 

houfo 
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houfe in St. ^ohri^ Courts Batb^ on the 
1 2th of February; 1761, aged eighty- 
fcvcn years, three months, and fome days. 

His death was finccrcly regretted by 
the city^ to which he had been fo long, 
and fo great a benefador. The day af- 
ter he diedj the Mayor of Batb called 
the corporation together, where they 
granted fift;^ pounds towards burying 
their fovereign with proper refpe6t4 
After the corpfe had lain four days, it 
was conveyed to the abbeys church in 
that city, with a folemnity fomewhat 
peculiar to his charadber. About five 
the proceilion mov^ from his houfe ; 
the charity girls two and two preceded, 
next the boys of the charity fchool fing- 
ing a foleifia oocafional hymn *. Next 
N 2 marched 

The HYMN fimg at hit Funeral 

L 

^ Moft unhappy are we bere^ 
Full of fin and fuU of fear, 
£ver wcaiy, ne'er at reft, 
WhcA, O Lord, fliall we be bleft. 

II. Earth's 



1 
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marched the city mufic> and his own band 
founding at proper intervals a dirge* 
Three clergymen ihimediately preceded 
the coffin, which was adoVned with 
fable plumes, and the pall fupported by 
the fix fenior aldermen. The mafters 
of the aiTembiy-rooms followed as chief 

n. 

Earth's a clog, a pageant life, 
Fiird with folly, guilt, and ftrife ^ 
'Till we all unite in thee. 
With ourfelves we difagree. 

III. 

What's our comfort here below. 
Empty bubble, tranfient ihew ; 
Wrapt in the body's vile difgui/e. 
None truly is undi he dies. 

IV. 

Here we dwell, but not at home. 
To other worlds ordain'd to roam ; 
Yet ftill we feek for joys that wafte^ 
Fleeting as the yernsu blaft. 

V. 

Lord remove thefe fhadows hence. 
Give us faith inftead of fenfe; 
Teach us here in life to die,- 
That we may live eternally.* 

mou(roer$> 
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mourners ; the beadles of that hofpital, 
which he had contributed fo largely to 
endow, went next ; and laft of all, the 
poor patients themfelves, the lame, the 
emaciated, and the feeble, followed their 
old benefadlor to his grave, fhedding 
unfeigned tears, and lamenting them- 
felves in him. 

The crowd was fo great, that not 
only the ftreets were filled, but, as one 
of the journals in a Rant expreffes it, 
** even the tops of the houfes were co- 
** vcred with fpedators, each thought 
" the occafion afFedted themfelves moft ; 
** as when a real king dies, they afked 
** each other, where Jhall we find fiicb 
** another ; forrow fate upon every face, 
** and even children lifped that their 
" Sovereign was no more. The awful- 
** nefs of the folemnity made the deep- 
*^ eft impreffion on the minds of the 
« diftreffed inhabitants. The peafant 
" difcontinued his toil, the ox refted 
^^ from the plough, all nature fcemed 
ff to iympathize with their lofs, and 
N 3 ** the 
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f^ the muffled bells rung a peal of Boi^ 
f' Major." 

Our dcepcft folemnities have Jfibme? 
^hing truly ridiculous iii them : there is 
fomewhat ludicrous in the folly of hif- 
toriansy who thus declaim upon the 
4eath of kings and princes, as if there 
was any thing difmal, or any thing unu- 
fual in it, " For my part," fays Poggt\ 
the Florenthfe, " I can no more grieve 
for another's death, than I could for 
my own. I have ever regarded de^th 
as a very trifling affair -, nor can black 
flaves^ long cloaks, pr mourning coaches, 
in the leaft influence my fpirits. Let 
us live here as long, and as merrily a$ 
we can, arid when we muft die, why 
let lis die merrily too^ but die fo as to 
be happy." 

The fcvf things he was poflefled of 
were Jeft to his relations. A finall librja- 
jry of well chofen books, fome trinkets 
Bnd pidhires, were his only inheritance. 
jAjnohg the latter (befides the box given 

Jiim 
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him hj the prince of Wales) ^ were a 
gold box, which was prefented to him 
by the countcfs of Burlington^ with lady 
Eujion^ pii^re in the lid. An etui 
mounted in gold, with a diamond t^ 
open it, and ornamented with another 
diamond at the top, given him by the 
princefs dowager of fVales. He had alfo a 
filver terene, which was given him by 
the princefs Amelia*, and fome other 
things of no great value. The rings, 
watches, and pidures, which. he former* 
ly received from others, would have come 
to a confiderable amount ; but thefe hh 
neceflities had obliged him to difpoie of: 
Some family piiftures, however, remain* 
ed, which were fold by advertifement, 
for five guineas each, ^ter Mr-iV^'s 
deceafe. 

It was natural to exped, that the death 
of a perfon fb long in the eye of the 
public, muft have produced a defire ia 
feveral to delineate his chara<fler» or de- 
plore his lofs. He was fcarce dead, when 
the public papers were filled with ele- 
N 4 gies, 
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gics, groans and charafters ; and before? 
he was buried, there were epitaphs ready 
n^ade to infcribe on his ftone. I re- 
member one of thofe charaiSter writers, 
and a very grave one too, after obferving, 
alas ! that Richard Naflj^ Efq; was no 
more, went on to affure us, that he was 
fagaciousj debonair^ and commode ; and 
concluded with gravely declaring, that 
impotent pojierity would in vainfumhle to 
produce his fellow. Another; equally 
forrowful, gave us to know) that be was 
indeed a man*, an affertion, which I fancy 
none will be fo hardy as to contradicft. 
But the merrieft of all the lamentations 
made upon this occafion was that where 
he is called, A cgnjlellation of the heavenly 
Jphere. ^ . . . ^. 

One thing,however, is common almoft 
with each of them,and that is, that Venus y 
Cupidy and the Graces y are commanded to 
weep; and that Bath Ihall never find 
fuch another. 



But 
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Bi^t though he was fatirized with the 
praifes of thofe, yet there werq fome of 
real abilities, who undertook to do 
juftice to his charafter, to praife him 
for his virtues, and acknowledge his 
faults. I need fcarcely mention, that 
Doftor Oliver^ and Dodor King are of -^^^ 
this number. They had honoured him 
with their friendfhip while living, and 
undertook to honour his memory when 
dead. As the reader may chufe to com- 
pare their efforts upon the fame fubjed, 
I have fubjoined them, and perhaps ma- 
rxy will find in either enough, upon in 
unin;ipprtant l fubjed as Mr. Najh's lifc^ 
to fatisfy curioiity. The firft publifhed, 
was that by Dodor Olroery written with 
much good fcnfe, and ftill more good 
nature. But the reader will confider, 
jthat he has aiTumed in his motto the 
charafter of a panegyrift, and (pares his 
friend's faults, though he was too candid 
entirely to pafs them over in fileuce. 
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A faint Sketch of the Life, CharaSlery and 
Manner Sy of the late Mr. NASH. 



Imperium in Imperio.-— — 
^ J^e mortuis nil nifi bonum. 

Bmb^ Fttruary 13, 1761. 

Thi» mornbg died 

RICHARD NASH. Eiq; 

Aged eighty-eight. 

He was by birth a gentleman, an ancient Bntm ; 

]By education, a ftudenC of Jtjus C^tiggty in Oxf0rdi 

By profeflion — _ , 

His natural genius was too volatile for any. 

He tried the army and the law s 

But foon found his mind fuperior to both— 

He was born to govern^ 

Nor was his dominioo. like that of other legiflators 

Over the Servility of the vulgar, 

'But over the pride of the NobIe» and the Opulknt. 

His puUic charader was great. 

As it was ielf-built, and ielf-hiaintained: 

His private amiable. 

As it was grateful, beneficent, and generous. 

By the force of genius 

He ereAed the city of fiatb into a province of pleafure. 

And became, by univerfal confent. 

Its LegUlator, and ruler. 

lie plan'd, improved, and regulated all the amufements 

of the place ; 

His fundamental law was, that of good breeding 1 

Hold /acred deancyt and dicorum. 

His conftant maxim : 

Nobody, howfoever exalted 

Py beauty, blood, fitles, oj: riches. 

Could 
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Xould be gpUty ol a tMrtach of ir, impiintiMd^-^ 
The penalty, his difaffrph^tiam^ znAfMU/bmm. 
To maintain the fi>vereignty lie had cftabliflied» 
He publiflicd rules of behaviour, . 
$^icb, from their propriety » acquired the Force of lavirs % 
And which the higheft never infring'd, without im- 
mediately undergoing the pttfa& cenfiire. 
He kift ^b$ mm in wdir \ moft wifely, 
9y prohibiting the wearing fwords in his dominions 3 
By which meats 
He prevented fudden pafiion from caiifing 
The bitterneft of unavaiUng repentance,--^ — 

In all quarrels he wa$ chofen the Umpire 

And Ibjuft were his deciftons. 
That peace generally triumphed. 
Crowned with the mutual thanks of both parties. 
He Upt fki ladiu hi g—d humwr ; moft eflbdually 
|)y a nice obfervat^ce of the rules of place and prece- 
dence ; 
By ordaining ftaodal to be the infallible mark 
Of a fooltih head, and a malicious heart. 
Always rendering more fufplcious 
The reputation of her who propagated it^ 

Than that of the peribn abufed. 

Of the young, the gay, the heedlefs fiiir, 

Jufi launching into the dangerous fea of pleafure, 

lie was ever, uafolicited (fimttimf unregarded) 

The kind proteAor s 

][lumane1y correfUngeven their miftakes in dreis. 

As wdl as improprieties in condaft: 

Nay, often warning them. 

Though at the hazard of his life, 

Againft the artful li)area of defigning men, 

Pr an improper acquaintance with women, of doubtful 

charaSers. 

Thus did he eftabliOi his government on pillars 

Of honour and politenefs^ ' 

W|)icb could never be Ibaken ; 

An(| 
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And maintained it, fori * alf a century* 

With reputation, honour, ami ndifputed authority^ 

Beloved, refpeded, a. J Vevered. 

Of his private charaAer, he it the firft praife. 

That, while by his condu^k, the higheft ranks became 

his fubjeds. 

He himfelf became 

The fervant of the poor, and the diftrefled : 

Whofe caufe he ever pleaded amongftthe rich. 

And enforced with all the eloquence of a good example : 

They were afliamed not to relieve thofe wants. 

To which they faw him adminifter with 

So noble an heart, and f6 liberal an hand. 

Nor was his munificence . confined to particulars. 

He being, to all the publick charities of this city, 

A liberal beneiador ; 
Not only by his own moft generous fabfcriptions, 
But, by always aifumtng, in their behalf, the chara£ler of 

A fturdy beggar ; 
Which he performed with fuch an authoritative addreft 

To all ranks, without diftindion, 

That few of the worft hearts had courage to rcfiife. 

What their own inclinations would not have prompted 

them to beftow. 

Of a noble public fpiric. 

And 

A warm graceful heart. 

The obelilk in the grove. 

And 

The beautiful needle in the fquare, 

Are magniiicenr teftimonies* 

The One 

Erefled to preferve the memory of a 

Moft mterefting event to his country. 

The reilitution of health, by the healing waters of 

this place. 

To the illuftrious prince of Orange, 

^ho came hither in a moft languiihing condition : 
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.,j ll,ghe Other, 

A nob^ B#ering of thanks 

'To the late Prince ^^gWALia, and his royai Confort, 

FanfanMurs Uft^nuid^ 

And honour » hy them tonftrrui, on this Htj. 

His long and peaceful reign of 

Abfolute power^ 

Was fo tempered by Ms 

Exceffive good-nature* 

That no inftance can be given either of his own cruelty^ 

Or of his fuBFering that of others^ to efcape 

Its proper reward. 

Example uopr^cedeated amongft abfolute mooarchs. 

READER. 

This monarch was a wum^ 

And had his foibles^ and his faults ; 

Which we would wifli covered with the veil of good^ 

nature. 

Made of the fame piece with his own: 

But, truth forceth us unwillingly to confels, 

His paflions were ftrong ; 

"Which, as they fired him to aft flremioufly in good. 

Hurried him to fome exceffes of evil. 
His fire, not ufed to be kept under by an early reftraint, 

Burft out too often into flaming afts. 
Without waiting for the cool approbation of his judgment. 
His generofity was fo great. 
That prudence often whifpered him, in vain. 
That ihe feared it would enter the neighbouring con- 
fines of profufion : 
His charity fo unbounded, 
That the fevere plight fufpeft it fometimes to be 
,The ofispring of fbUy, or oftentation. 

With all thefe. 
Be they foibles, follies, faults, or frailtiet. 

It 
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It will ht diEBcttlt to point out, 

Amongft his cotemporarj Kings of the whole earthy 

More tiitfi ONE 

Who hath fewer, or left peroicions to mankind. 

HbexiAenoe 

(For life it (carcely might be called) 

Was fpun O0t to to grest an age, that 

TheMMr 

Was fa^» like many former heroes in 

The weaknefs andinfinnkies of exhaufted nature ; 

The unwilling tax all animals muft pajr 

for miuldplicity of days. 

Over hisdofing fcene^ 

Charity long Ipread her alUeoTering mantle, 

And dropped the curtain. 

Before the fx>or aAor^ though he played his part. 

Was permitted to quit the ftage. 

Now may the proteft his memory 1 

Every friend of jRo/^ 

""tVeiy lover of Acency, decorum, and good breedings 

Muft fincerely jdcplore 

The lofs of fo excellent a governor ; 

And join ifithe moft fervent wi(bes (would 1 cotrtd (ay 

hopes) 

That Hiere may foon be found a man 

Able and worthy^ 

Tofucceedhtm. 

The reader fees in virhsA Alluring Co-' 
lours Mr. Nq/h*s charadter is drawn ; buU 
he muft coniider^ that an intimate friend 
held the pencil ; theDoaor profefles to fay 
nothing of the dead, bttl; what was 
good ; and fuch a maxim, tho' it ferves 
Jiis departed friend, is but badly calcu- 
lated 
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lated to improve the living. Dr. King 
in his Epitaph, however, is ftili more 
indulgent, he produces him as an exam- 
ple to kings, and prefers his laws, even 
to thofe of Solon^ or Lycurgus. 

Epitaphium Richardi Najh^ Afmigeri. 

XI* S* £• 

RICHARD US NASH 

Obfcuro loco natus, 

Et nuUis ortus majoribus : 

Cui tamen 

(O rem miram, et incredibilem !) 

Regnum opulentiflimum fiorentiifimum* 

que 

Plebs, proceres, principes, 

Liberis fuis fuffragiis 

Ultr6 detulerunt. 

Quod etipfe fumma cum dignitate tenuity 

Annos plus quinquaginta, 
Univcrfo populo confentiente, approbante, 

plaudcnte 

Una voce praeterea, unoque omnium or- 

dinum confenfu. 

Ad imperium fuum adjund:a ef): 

6 Magni 
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Magni nominis * Provincia : 

Quam admirabili confilio et ratione 

Per fe, non unquam per legates, admi- 

niftravit ; 

Earn quotannis inviferc dignatus, 

!Et apud provinciales, quod neceffe fuit, 

Solitus manere. 

In tanta fortuna 
Ncque faftu turgidus^ Rex inceifu patuit, 
Neque, tyrahnorUm inote, fe juflit coli, 
Aut amplos honores, titulofque fibi arro- 

gavit ; 

Sed cundta infignia, etiam regium diadc- 

ma rejiciens. 

Caput contentus fuit omare 

Galero albo, 

Manifeftd animi fui candoris figno. 

Legislator prudcntiflimus, 

Vcl Solone et Lycurgo illuftrior 

Leges, quafcunque voluit, 

Statuit, fixit, promulgavit : 

Omnes quidem cum civibus fuis, 

Tum ver6 hofpitibus, advenis, peregrinis 

Gratas, jucundas, utiles. 

Vol- 



R I C H A R D N A S H, Efq; I93 

VoLUPT ATEM arbiter et minifter, 
Sed gravis, fed elegans, fed urbanus, 
Et in fummi comitate fatis adhibcns ffe^ 
veritatis, 
. Imprimis cilraVit, 
Ut in viroriim et fceminarum coetibus 
Nequis impudenter faceiyt, , 
Neque in iis quid ineflet 
Impuritatis, clamoris, tumulti, 

CiviTATEM banc teleberrimam^ 

Delicias fuas, 

Non mod6 pulcherrimis sedificiis auxit^ 

Sed prsBclara difciplin^ et mof ibus ornavit : 

Quippe nemo quifquam 

To Prepon melius intellexit, excoluit, 

docuit, 

Justus, liberalis, bcnignus, facetus> 

Atque amicus omnibus, praecipufe miferis 

et egenis, 

Nullo^ habuit inifcnicos, 

Praeter magnos quofdam drdeliones, 

Et declamatores cos trifles et fanaticos. 

Qui generi humano funt inimiciffimir 

Pa CIS et patrise amans 
Concordiam, felicem et perpetuam, 
O la 



1 



194 The. L I F E of 

In regno fuo conflituity 

Ufque adeo, 

. Ut nullus alteri petulanter maledicere> 

Aut fa£to nocerc auderet ; 

Ncquc, tanquam fibi metuens. 

In publicum armatus prodire,. 

FuiT quanquam potentiilimus. 

Omnia arbitrio fuo gubcrnans : 

Haud tamen ipfa libertas 

Magls ufquam floruit 

Gratii, gloria, audoritate. 

Singulare enim temperamentum invenit, 

(Rem magnae cogitationis, 
Et rerum omnium fortafle difficillimam) 
Quo ignobiles cum nobilibus, pauperes 

cum divitibus, 

Ii^dodti cum dodtiffimis, ignavi cum for- 

tiflimis 

iEquari fe putarent. 

Rex Omnibus Ldem. ^ 

quicquid peccaverit, 

(Nam pcccamus omnes) 

In feipfum magls, quam in alios, 

Et errore, aut impnidenti^ magls quant 

fcclere^ aut improbitate. 

Pecca- 
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Peccavit ; 

Nufquam ver6 ignoratione decorx, aut 

hoilefti> 

Ncque ita quidem ufqiiam, 

Ut non veniam ab humanis omnibus 

^ Facil^ impetrarit. , 

Hujus vitae morumque exemplar 

Si cseteri regcs, regulique, 

Et quotquot funt regnorum praefedli^ 

Imitarcntur; 

(Utinatn ! iterumque utinam !) 

Et ipfi effent beati, 

Et cunftae orbis regiones beatiffimae, 

Talem virum, tantumque ademptum 

Lugeant mufae, charitcfque ! 

Lugeant Veneres, Cupidinefque ! 

Lugeant omncs juvenum et nympharum 

chori ! 

Tuverb, O Bathonia, 

Ne ceffes tuum lugere 

Principem, praeceptorem, amicum pa-« 

tronum ; 

Heu, heu, numquam pofthac 

Habitura parem ! 

O 2 The 
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The following tranflation of this Epi-* 
taph, will give the Englifli reader an 
idea of its contents, tho' not of its ele- 
gance. 

Ttbe Epitaph of Richard Nafh, Efq-^ 

Here lies 
Richard Najlo^ 
Born in an obfcure village, 
- • And from mean anceftors. 
To whom, however. 
Strange to relate. 
Both the vulgar, and the mighty. 
Without bribe or compulfion, 
Unanimoufly gave 
A kingdom, equally rich and flourifliing- 
A kingdoms which he governed 
More than fifty years. 
With untverfal approbation and applaufe^ 
To his empire alio was added. 
By the confent of all orders, 
A celebrated province * 
Which he ever fwaycd with great pru- 
dence, 

• Tunbridgc^ . 

Not 
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Not by delegated power, but in perfbn. 

He deigned to vifit it every year. 
And while the neceffities of ftate de- 
manded his prefence. 
He ufually continued there. 
In fuch greatnefs of fortune 
His pride difcovered itfelf by no marks 

of dignity ; 

Nor did he ever claim the honours of 

proftration. 

Defpifing at once titles of adulation. 

And laying afide all royal fplendor. 

Wearing not even the diadem. 

He was content with being diftinguifh'd 

only by the ornamental enfign 

Of a white hat; 

A fymbol of the candour of his mind. 

He was a moft prudent legiflator. 

And more remarkable even than So/on or 

Lycurgus. 

He at once eftabliftied and authorized 

Whjitever laws were thought convenient. 

Which were equally ferviceable to the 

city, 

I\ndi grateful to ftrangers. 

Who made it their abodei, 

O 3 He 
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He was at once a provider and ajudge of 
pleafures. 
But ftill conducted them with gravity 

and elegance, 
And reprefs'd licentioufnefswithfeverity^ 

His chief care ^was employed. 

In preventing obicenity or impudence 

From offending the modeftyorthe morals 

Of the Fair Sex, 

And in banifhing from their afTemblies 

Tumult, clamour, and abufe. 

He not only adorned this city, 

which he loved. 

With beautiful ftrudlures. 

But improved it by his example; 

^s no man knew, no man taught 

what was becoming 

Better than he. 

He was juil, liberal, kind, and facetious, 

A friend to all, but particularly to the poor. 

He had no enemies. 

Except fome of the trifling great. 

Or dull declaimers, foes to all mankind* 

Equally a lover of peace and of his coun-s 

try; 

{le fix'd ^ happy and kfting concord 

In his kingdom, 

' So. 
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So that none dare convey fcandal, or injure 

by open violence the univerfal peace. 

Or even by carrying arms appear prepared 

for v^ar. 

With impunity. 

But tho' his power was boundlefs. 

Yet never did liberty flourifh more, 

which he promoted,- 

Both by his authority, and cultivated 

for his fame. 

He found out the happy fecret 

(A thing not to be confidered without 

furprize) 

Of uniting the vulgar and the great. 

The poor and the rich. 

The learn'd and ignorant. 

The cowardly and the brave. 

In the bonds of fociety, an equal king to all. 

Whatever his faults were. 

For we have all faults. 

They were rather obnoxious to himfelf 

than others ; 
They arofc neither from impmdence nor 
miflake, 
O 4 Never- 
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Neverfrom diihoneftyor corrupt principle. 

But fo harmiefs were they, 

That tho' they fail'dto create our efteeniji 

Yet can they npt want our pardon. 

Could other kings and governors 

But learn to imitate his example^ 

■ (Would to heaven they could) 

I'hen might they fee themfelvcs happy. 

And their people ftill enjqying 

more true fejicity. 

Ye mufes and graces mourn 

His death ; 

Ye powers of love, ye choirs 

of youth and virgins. 

But thou, O Bathonia, more than the reft, 

Ceafe not to w^eep. 

Your king, your teacher, patron, friend. 

Never, ah, never, to behold 

His equal. 

Whatever might have been juftly ob- 
ferved of Mr. Najh's fuperiority as a gOt 
vernor, at leaft it may be faid, that few 
cptemporary kings have met Vvith fuch 
jible panegyriils. The former enume- 
rates' 
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rates all his gocd qualifies with tender-^ 
nefe ; and the latter enforces them with 
impetuofity. They both feem to have 
loved him, and honourably paid his re- 
mains the laft debt of friendfhip. But a 
cool biographer, unbiaffed by refentment 
or regard, will probably find nothing in 
the man either truly great, or ftrongly 
vicious. His virtues were all amiable, and 
more adapted to procure friends and ad- 
mirers, they were more capable of raifing 
love than efteem. He was naturally en- 
dued with good fenfe j but by having 
been long accuftomed to purfue trifles, 
his mind fhrunk to the fize of the little 
objects on which it was employed. His 
generofity was boundlefs, becaufe his 
tendernefs and his vanity were in equal 
propiortion; the one impelling him to 
relieve mifery, and the other to make 
his benefadtions known. In all his ac- 
tions, however virtuous, he was guided 
by fenfation, and .not by.rcafon 5 fo that 
the uppermoft paffion was ever fure to 
prevail. His being conftantly in com- 
pany had made him an eafy tho' not a 

polite 
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polite companion. He chofe to be 
thought rather an odd fellow, than a 
well-bred man;, perhaps that mixture 
of refpe^t and ridicule, with which his 
mock royalty was treated, firft infpired 
him with this refolution. The founda- 
tions of his empire were laid in vicious 
compliance, the continuance of his reign 
was fupported by a virtuous impartiality. 
In the beginning of his authority, he in 
reality obeyed thofe whom he pretended 
to govern ; towards the end, he attempt- 
ed to extort a real obedience from his 
fubjedts, and fupported his right by pre- 
fcription. Like a monarch Tacitus talks 
of; they complied with him at firft 
becaufe they loved, they obeyed at laft 
becaufe they feared him. He often led the 
rifh into new follies, in order to promote 
the happinefs of the poor, and ferved the 
one at the expence of the other. What- 
ever his vices were, they were of ufe 
to fociety i and this neither Petronius, 
nor Apicius, nor Tigellius, nor any 
other profeffed voluptuary, could fay. 
To fet him up, as fome do, for a pat- 
2 tern 
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tern of imitation, is wrong, fince all 
his virtues received a tindure from the 
neighbouring folly; to denounce pe- 
culiar judgments againft him, is equally 
unjuft, as his faults' raife rather our 
mkth than our deteftation. He was 
fitted for the ftation in which fortune 
placed him 'It required no great abi* 
iities to fill it, and few, of great abi- 
lities, but would have difdained the em- 
ployment. He led a life of vani- 
ty, and long miftook it for happi^ 
nefs. Unfortunately he was taught 
at laft to know, that a man of plea* 
fure leads the moil unpleafant life in the 
world. 
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A Letter from Mr. **** in Tunbridge^ 

to Lord in London ; found among 

the Papers of Mr. Nafli, and prepared 
by him for the prefs^ 

My Lord, 

WHAT I forefaw has arrived, poor 
yennersy after lofi ng all his for- 
tune, has fhot himfelf through the 
head. His loffes to Bland were confi- 
derable, and his playing foon after with 
Spedding contributed to haftea his ruin. 
No man was ever more enamoured of 
play, or underftood it lefs. At what- 
ever game he ventured his money, he, 
was moft ufually the dupe, and ftill 
foolilhly attributed to his bad luck, 
thofe misfortunes that entirely proceeded 
from his want of judgment, 

After finding that he had brought on 
himfelf irreparable indigence and con- 
tempt, his temper, formerly fo fprightly, 
began to grow gloomy and unequal -, he 
grew more fond of folitude, ^nd more 

liable 
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Jiable to take offence at fappofed injuries i 
in fhort, for a week before he (hot hiiiv- 
iblf> his friends were of opinion, that 
he meditated fome fuch horrid defign* 
He was found in his chamber fallen on 
the floor, the bullet having glanced on 
the bone> and lodged behind his right 
eye. 

You remember my Lord, what 1 
charming fellow this deluded man was 
x>nce. How benevolent, juft, temperate, 
and every way virtuous; the only faults 
of his mind arofe from motives of hM^ 
.manity ; he was too eafy, cr:edulous and 
good-natured, and unable to refift tempta- 
tion, when recommended by the voice 
of friendfliip. Thefe foibles the vicious 
and the needy foon perceived, and v^at 
.was at firft a weaknefs they foon pervert^ 
ed into guilt; he became a gamefter, and 
continued the infamous profeffion, 'till he 
could fupport the miferies it brought with 
it no longer. 

. I have .often been not a little concerned 
to fee the firft introduftion of a . young 

• T man 



2o6 The LIFE of 

man of fortune to the gatning*tat>ld« 
With what eagernefs his company in 
courted by the whole fraternity of fharp-* 
ers^ how they find out his moft latent 
.wifhes, in order to make way to his af- 
fections by gratifying them 3 and con^^ 
tinue to hang upon him with the meaneft 
degree of condeicenfipn* The youthful 
dupe no way fuipedling, inaagines him-* 
felf furrounded by friends and gen- 
tlemen, and incapable of even fufped* 
^ng that men of fuch feeminggood fenfe, 
and fo genteel an appearance, fhould de^ 
viatefrom the laws of honour, wallcsinto 
the fnare, nor is he undeceived till 
ichooled by .the feverity of experience. 

As I fuppofe no man would beagame^ 
fter unlefs he hoped to win, fo I fancy 
it would be eafy to reclaim him, if he 
was once eiFedtually convinced, that by 
continuing to play he muft certainly lo&^ 
Permit me, my Lord, to attempt this 
tafk, and to fhew, that no. young gen*« 
tleman by a year's run of play, and 
in a mixed company, can poliibly be a 
gaiher. 

Let 



A- 
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Let me fuppofe in the firft place, that 
the chances on both fides are equals that 
there are no marked cards, no pinching, 
(huffling, nor hiding; let me fuppofe that 
the players alfo have no advantage of 
each other in point of judgment, and ftill 
further let me grant, that the party is 
only formed at home, without going to 
the ufud expenfive places of refbrt fre- 
quented by gamefters . Even with all thefe 
circumftances in the. young gamefter's 
favour, it is evident he cannot beagainer. 
With equal players after a year's conti-^ 
nuance of any particular game it will be 
/ound, that, w:hatever has been played for, 
the winnings on either fide are very in- 
confiderable, and moft commonly no- 
thing at alL Here then is a year's anxie- 
ty, pain, jarring, and fufpenfe, and no- 
thing gained; were the parties to fit down 
and profeffedly play for nothing, they 
would contepin the propofal, they would 
call it trifling away time, and one of 
the moft infipid amufements in nature ; 
yet in fad, how do equal players differ ; 
it is allowed that little or nothing can be 
gained ; but much is loft; our youth, our 
time, thofe mpments that may be laid 
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out in pleafure or improvement are foollfli- 
ly fquandered away, in toffing cards, fret-* 
ting at ill luck, or, even with a run of luck 
in our favour, fretting that our winnings 
are fo fmalL 

I have riow flated gaming in that point 
of view in which it is alone defenfibley 
as a commerce carried on with equal ad- 
vantage and lofs to either party, and it 
appears, that the lofs is great, and the 
advantage but fmalL But. let me fup- 
pofe the players not to be equal, but the 
fuperiority of judgment in our own fa-^ 
vour. A perfon who plays under this 
Gonviftion, however, muft give up all 
pretenfions to the approbation of his own 
mind, and is guilty of as much injuf- 
tice, as the thief who robbed a blind 
man, becaufe he knew he could noi 
fwear to his perfon. 

But in fa£t, when I allowed the fupe- 
riority of fkill on the young beginner's 
fide, I only granted an impoflibility. 
Skill in gaming, like fkill in making a 
watch, can only- be acquired by long and 

painful 
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painful induftry. The moft fagacious 
youth alive was never taught at once all 
the arts, and all the niceties of gaming. 
Every paflion muft be Ichooled by long 
habit into caution, and phlegm ; the 
very countenance muft be taught proper 
difcipline 5 and he who would practice 
this art with fuccefs, muft praftice on 
his own conftitution, all the feverities of 
a martyr, without any expedlation of 
the reward. It is evident therefore every 
beginner muft be a dupe, and can only 
be expedted to learn his trade by lofles, 
difappointments^ and difhonour. 

If a young gentleman therefore begins 
to game, the commencements are fure 
to be to his difadvantage ; and al] that 
he canpromife himfelf is, that the com-» 
pany he keeps, though fuperior in ikill, 
are above taking advantage of his igno- 
rance, and unacquainted with any finifter 
arts to corredl fortune. But this, how- 
ever, is but a poor hope at beft, and 
what is worfe, moft frequently a falfe 
one. In general, I might almoft have 
faid always, thofe who live hy gaming, 
P ar 
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are not beholding to chance alone for 
their fupport, but take every advantage 
which they can pra€tife without danger 
of deteiSion, I know many are apt to 
fay, and I have once faid fo myfelf, that 
after I have fhuffled the cards, it is not 
in the power of a {harper to pack them ; 
but at prefent I can confidently aiTure 
your Lordfhip, that fuch reafoners are 
deceived. I have feen men> both in Pa-- 
risy the Hagucy and London^ who, after 
three deals, could give whatever hands 
^hey pleafcd to all the company. How- 
. ever, the ufual way with fharpers is to 
correcft fortune thus but once in a night, 
and to play in other refpefts without 
blunder or miftake, and a perfeverancc 
in this prad:ice always balances the year 
in their favour. 

It is impoffible to enumerate all the 
tricks and arts pradlifed upon cards ; few 
but have- feen thofe bunding poor fel* 
lows who go about at coiFee-houfes |3er- 
form their clumfy feats, and yet, indif- 
ferently as they are verfed in the trade, 
they often deceive us ; when fuch as 

thefe 



r 



RICHARBf^ASH, Efq; 2it 

thefe arc poffefled of fo much art, what 
muft not thofe be, who have been bred 
up to gaming from their infancy, whofc 
hands are not like thofe mentioned above, 
rendered callous by labour, who have 
continual practice in the trade of deceiv- 
ing, and where the eye of the Ipcftatot 
is lefs upon its guard. 

Let the young beginner only refled^ 
\}y what a variety of methods it is pofli^ 
ble to cheat him,> and perhaps it will 
check his confidence. His antagonifta 
may aft by figns and confederacy, and 
this he can never deted ; they may cut 
to a particular card after three or fout 
hands have gone about, either by having 
that card pinched, or broader than the 
reft, or by having an exceeding fine vvirp 
thruft betweei^ the folds of the paper, 
and juft peeping out at the edge. Or the 
cards may be chalked with parliculat 
marks, which none but the (harper caA 
underftand, or a new pack may be flip- 
ped in at a proper opportunity. I have 
known myfelf in Paris, a fellow thus 
deteded with a tin cafe, contajining two 
P 2 packs 
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packs of cards concealed within his fhirt 
fleeve, and which, by nfieans of a fpring, 
threw the cards ready packed into his 
hands. Thefe and an hundred other arts 
may be praAifed with impunity, and ef- 
cape detection. 

The great error lies in imagining 
every fellow with a laced coat to be a 
gentleman. The addrefs and tranficnt 
behaviour of a man of breeding are eafily 
acquired, and none are better qualified 
than gamefters in this refpedt. At firftr 
their complaifancc, civility, and apparent 
honour ispleafing, but upon examination, 
few of them will be found to have their 
minds fufficiently ftored with any of the 
more refined accomplifhments, which 
truly chara(5terize the man of breeding. 
This will commonly ferve as a criterion to 
diftinguifh them, though there are other 
marks which every young gentleman of 
fortune fhould be apprized of. A fharper, 
when he plays, generally handles and 
deals the cards auk wardly, like a bungler ; 
he advances his bets by degrees, and 
"keeps his antagonift ii> fpirits by fmall 

advan- 



RICHARD NASH, Efq; 21 j 

advantages and alternate fuccefs at the 
beginning ; to fhew all his force at once, 
would but fright the bird he intends to 
decoy; he talks of honour and virtue, and 
his being a gentleman, and that he knows 
great men, and mentions his coal mines, , 
and his eftate in the country ; he is total- 
ly diverted of that mafculine confidence, 
which is the attendant of real fortune; he 
turns, yields, afTents, fmiles, as he hopes 
will be moft pleafing to his deftined prey; 
he is afraid of meeting afhabby acquaint- 
ance, particularly if in better company; as 
he grows richer, he wears finer cloaths ; 
and if ever he is fccn in an undrefs, it is 
moft probable he is without money ; fo 
that feeing a gamefter growing finer each 
day, is a certain fymptom of his fuccefs* 

The young gentleman who plays with 
fuchfeen for confiderable fums, is fure to 
be undone, and yet we feldom fee even 
the rook himfelf make a fortune. A life 
of gaming muft neceflarily be a life of 
extravagance : parties of this kind are 
formed in houfes, where the whole pro-f 
fits are confumed ; and while thofe who 
P 3 plajr^ 
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play, mutually ruin each other, they only 
who keep the houfe or the table acquire 
fortunes. Thus gaming may readily ruin 
a fortune, but has feldom been found to 
retrieve it. The wealth which has been 
acquired with induflry and hazard, and 
preferved for ages by prudence and fore- 
fight, is fwept away on a fudden ; and 
when a befieging fharper fits down before 
an eilate, the property is often transfer- 
red in lefs time, than the writings can 
be drawn to fccure the pofleflion. The 
jiegleft of bufinefs, and the extravagance 
of a mind which has been taught to covet 
precarious pofleflion, brings on premature 
deftrudlion ; though poverty may fetch • 
a compafs and go fomewhat about, yet 
will it reach the gamefter at lafl: ; and 
though his ruin be flow, yet it is cer- 
tain. 

A thoufand inftances could be given 
of the fatal tendency of this paflion, 
which firft: impoveriihes the mind, and 
then perverts the underftanding. Permit 
me to mention one, not caught from re- 
port, or dreflfed lip by fancy, but fuch 

as 
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as has actually fallen under my own ob- 
fervation, and of the truth of which, I 
beg your Lordlhip may reft fatisficd. 

At ^unbridgey in the year 171 5, Mr. 
y. Hedges made a very brilliant appear- 
ance ; he had been married about two 
years to a young lady of great beauty and 
large fortune; they had one child, a 
boy, on whom they beftowed all that 
afFedion, which they could fpare from 
each other. He knew nothing of gam- 
ing, nor feemed to have the leaft paffion 
for play ; but he w^s unacquainted with 
his own heart ; he began by degrees to 
bett at the tables for trifling fums, and 
his foul took fire at the profpedt of im- 
mediate gain \ he was foon furrounded 
with fharpers, who with calmnefs lay 
in ambufh for his fortune, and cooly 
took advantage of the precipitancy of 
his pafIions« 

His lady perceived the ruin of her fa- 
mily approaching, but, at firft, without 
being able to form any fcheme to pre- 
vent it. She advifed with his brother^ 
P 4 who,. 
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who, at that time, was poffefled of a 
imall fellowfhip in Cambridge. It wa? 
eafily feen, that whatever paflion took 
the lead in her hulband's mind, feemed to 
be there fixed unalterably ; it was de- 
termined therefore, to let him purfuc 
fortune, but previoufly take pieafures, to 
prevent the purfuits being fataL 

Accordingly every night this gentle- 
man was aconftant attenderat the hazard 
table ; he underftood neither the arts of 
fharpers, nor even the allowed ftrokes of 
a connoifleur, yet ftill he played* The 
confequence is obvious i he loft his 
eftate, his equipage, his wife's jewels, 
and every other moveable that could be 
parted with, except a repeating watch. 
His agony upon this occafion was inex- 
preffible ; he was even mean enough to 
aik a gentleman, who fate near, to lend 
him a few pieces, in order to turn his 
fortune j but this prudent gamefter, who 
plainly faw there were no .expeftations 
of being repaid, rcfufed to lend ^ a far- 
thing, alledging a former refolution 
againft lending. Hedges was at laft fur' 

jiouj 
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rious with the continuance of ill fuccefs, 
and pulling out his watch, afked if any 
perfon in company, would fet him fixty 
guineas upon it : the company were 
filent ; he then demanded fifty, ftill no 
anfwer -, he funk to forty, thirty, twen- 
ty, finding the company ftill without 
anfwering, he cried out, by G~d it fhall 
never go for lefs, and daihed it againft 
the floor, at the fame time, attempting 
to dafh out his brains againft the marble 
chimney-piece. 

This laft a(3: of defperation immedi** 
ately excited the attention of the whole 
company; they inftantly gathered round, 
and prevented the effects of his paiBon ; 
and after he again became cool, he was 
permitted to return home, with fuUen 
difcontent^ to his wife. Upon his en- 
tering her apartment, fhc received him 
Ayith her ufual tendernef$ sind fatisfadtion ; 
while he anfwered her careflfes with con- 
tempt and feverity ; his difpbiition being 
quite altered with his misfortunes. But 
my dear Jemmy, fays his wife, perhaps 
you don't know the news I have to tell ; 
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My Mammas old uncle is dead, the mef- 
finder is now in the bouje^ and you know 
bis ejlate is fettled upon you. This account 
feemed only to cncreafe his agony, and 
lookijDg angrily at her, he cried, there 
you lie, my dear, his eflate is not fettled 
upon me. / beg your pardon, fays Jhe, 
X really tbougbt it was, at leajl you 
have always told me fo. No, returned he, 
as fare as you and I are to be miierable 
h^re, and oxir children beggars hereafter, 
I have fold the reverfion of it this day, 
and have loft every farthing I got for it 
at the hazard table. Wbat all! replied 
the lady. Yes, every farthing, returned 
he, and I owe a thoufand pounds more 
than I have to pay. Thus fpeaking, he 
took a few^ frantic fteps acrofs the room. 
When the lady had a little enjoyed his 
perplexity. No my dear, cried fie, you 
have loft but a trifle^ and you owe nothing. 
Our brother and I have taken care to 
prevent the effeSls of your raflmefs, and 
are aSlually the perfonsy who have won 
your fortune ; we employed proper perfons 
for this purpofe, who brought their win- 
nings to me-, your money, your equipage, 

are" 
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are in my pofjejfiony and here I return them 
to you, from whom they were unjujily taken. 
I only ajk permijjion to keep my jewels , and 
to keep, you, my great efi jewel, from fucb 
dangers for the future. Her prudence 
had the proper efFed:, he ever after re- 
tained a fenfe of his former follies, and 
never played for the fmalleft fums, even 
for amufement. 

Not lefs than three perfons in one day, 
fell a facrijfice at Bath, to this deftrucftivc 
paflion. Two gentlemen fought a duel, 
in w^hich one was killed, and the other 
deiperately wounded j and a youth of great 
expectation, and excellent difpofition, at 
the fame time ended his own hfe by a 
piftoL If there be any ftate that deferves 
pity, it muft be that of a gamefter; but 
the ftate of a dying gamefter is of all li- 
tuations the moft deplorable. 

There is another argument which your 
lordftiip, I fancy, will not entirely de- 
fpife; beauty, my lord, I own is at beft 
but a trifle, but fuch as it is, I fancy few 
would willingly part with what little 

they 
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they h^vc. A man with an healthful 
complexion^ how great a philofopher fo- 
cver he be, would not willingly exchange 
it for a fallow heftic phyz, pale eyes, and 
a fharp wrinkled vifage. I entreat you 
only to examine the faces of all the noted 
gamblers round one of our public tables; 
have you ever feen any thing ipore hag- 
gard, pinched, and miferable ? and it is 
but natural that it fliould be fo. The 
fucceffion of paffions flufh the cheek with 
red, and all fuch flufhings are ever fuc- 
ceeded by confequent palenefs ; fo that a 
gamefter contradis the fickly hue of a 
ftudent, while he is only acquiring the 
ftupidity of a fool • 

Your good fenfe, my lord, I have often 
had an occa/ion of knowing, yet how 
miferable is it to be in a fet of company 
where the moft fehfible is ever the leaft 
fkilful : your footman, with a little in- 
ftrudion, would, I dare venture to af- 
firm, make a better and more fuccefsful 
gamefter than you ; want of paffions, 
and low cunning, are the two great arts; 
iand it is peculiar to this fcience alone, 

that 
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that they who have the greateft paffion 
for it, are of all others the moll unfit to 
pradtife it- 

Of all the men I ever knew, Spedding 
was the greateft blockhead, aod yet the 
beft gamefter : he faw almoft intuitively 
the advantage on either fide, and ever 
took it ; he could calculate the odds in 
a moment, and decide upon the merits 
of a cock or an horfe, better than any 
man in England ; in fhort, he was fuch 
an adept in gaming, that he brought it 
Vp to a pitch of fublimity it had never 
attained before ; yet, with all this, Sped^ 
ding could not write his own n»mc. What 
he died worth, I cannot tell; but of this 
I am certain, he might have pofleft a mi* 
Tiifterial eftate, and that won from men, 
famed for their fenfe, literature, and pa- 
triotifm. 

If after this defcription, yourLor.dfliip 
is yet refolved to hazard your fortune at 
gaming, I beg you would avert to the 
fituation of an old and lucklefs gamefter. 
Perhaps there is not in nature a moreder 

plorablc 
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plorable being, his charadler is too well 
marked^ he is too well known to be 
trufted. A man that has been oftdn a 
bankrupt, and renewed trade upon low 
compofitions, may as well expeft cxtcn- 
five credit as fuch a man. His repu- 
tation is blafted, his conftitution worn, 
by the extravagance and ill hours of his 
profeffion, he is now incapable of allur- 
ing his dupes, and like a fuperannuated 
lavage of the foreft, he is ftarved for want 
of vigour to hunt after prey. 

Thus gaming is the fource of poverty, 
and ftill worfe, the parent of infamy and 
vice. It is- an inlet to debauchery -, for 
the money thus acquired is but little 
valued. Every gamefter is a rake, and 
his morals worfe than his myftery. It 
is his intereft to be exemplary in every 
fcene of debauchery, his prey is to be 
courted with every guilty pleafure; 
but thefe are to be changed, repeated, 
and embelliflxed, in order to employ 
his imagination, while his reafon is 
kept afleep; a young mind is apt to 
flirink at the profpedt of ruin, care muft 
3 be 
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be taken to harden his courage, and make 
him keep his rank; he muft be either 
found a libertine, or he muft be made one. 
And when a man has parted with his 
money like a fool, he generally iendfi his 
confcience after it like a villain, aftd the 
hearer he is to the brink of deftruftion, 
the fonder does he grow ojf ruin* 

Your friend and mine, my Lord, had 
been thus driven to the laft rcfcrve : he 
found it impoffible to difentangle his af- 
fairs, and look the world in the face ; 
impatience at length threw him into the 
abyfs he feared, and life became a bur- 
then, becaufe he feared to die. But I 
own that play is not always attended with 
fuch tragical circumftances, fome have 
had courage to furvive their loffes, and 
go on content with beggary; and fure 
thole misfortunes, which are of our own 
produdion, are of all others moft- pun- 
gent. To fee fuch a poor difbandcd be- 
ing an unwelcome gueft at every table^ 
and often flapped off like a fly is afi^c£t- 
ing; in this cafe the clofeft alliance is 

forgotten. 
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forgotten, and contempt is too ftrong for 
the ties of blood to unbind. 

But however fatal this paffion maybe in 
its confequence, none allures fo much in 
the beginning, the perfon once lifted as a 
gamefter, if not foon reclaimed, purfues 
it through^ his whole life; no lofs caa 
retard, no danger awaken him to com- 
mon fenfe ; nothing can terminate his 
career but want of money to play, or of 
honour to be trufted. 

Among the number of my acquain- 
tance, I knewbutof twowhofucceeded 
by gaming ; the one a phlegmatic heavy 
man, who would have made a fortune 
in whatever way of life he happened to 
be placed ; the other who had loft a fine 
cftate in his youth by play, and retrieved 
a greater at the age of fixty-five, when 
he might be juftly faid, to be paft the 
power of enjoying it. One or two fuc- 
cefsful gamefters are thus fet up in an 
age to allure, the young beginner ; we all 
regard fuch, as the higheft prize in a 
lottery, unmindful of the numerous Ibffes 
6 that 
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that go to the accumulation of fuch in- 
frequent fuccefs. 

Yet I would not be fo morofe, as to 
fefufe your youth all kinds of play : the 
innocent amufements of a family, muft 
often be indulged, and cards allowed to 
fupply the intervals of more real plea- 
fure; but the fum played for in fuch 
clfes fhould always be a trifle 5 fome- 
thing to call Up attention, but not engage 
the paffions. The ufual excufe for laying 
large fums is, to make the players at- 
tend to their game ; but in facft, he that 
plays only for (hillings, will mind his 
cards equally well, with him that betts 
guineas; for the mind, habituated to 
ftake large fums, will confider them as 
trifles at laft ; and if one fhilling could 
not exclude indifi^crence at firft, neither 
will an hundred in the end. 

I have often dked myfelf, how it ift 
poffible that he who is poflfeflfed of com- 
petence, can ever be induced to make it 
precarious, by beginning play with the 
odds againft him ; for wherever he goes 
Q^ to 
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fport his tooney, he will find himfclf 
overmatched and cheated. Either al 
White Sf New-market^ the Hennis^Courti 
the Cock-Pit, or the Billiard'Table, h€ 
will find numbers who have no other re- 
fource, but their acquifitions there ; and 
if fuch men live like gentlemen, he may 
readily conclude it muft be on the fpoils 
of his fortune, or the fortunes of ill 
judging men like himfelf* Was he to 
attend but a moment to their manner of 
betting at thofe places he Would readily 
find the gamefter feldom propofing betts^ 
but with the advantage in his own fa-^ 
vour. A man of honour continues to 
lay on the fide on which he firft wonjr 
but gamefters fhift, change, lie upoa 
the lurch, and take every advantage, eir* 
ther of our ignorance or negledl. 

In fliort, my Lord^ if a man defigns 
to lay out his fortune in queft of plea- 
fure, the gaming table, is, of all other 
places, that where he can have leaft for 
his money. The company are fuper-f 
ficial, extravagant, and unentertaining> 
the converfation fiat, debauched, and ab- 

fuxd;; 
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furd ; the hours unnatural and fatiguing ; 
the anxiety of lofing is greater than 
the pleafure of winning ; friendfhip muft 
be banifhed from that fociety, the mem- 
bers of which are intent only on ruining 
each other; every other improvement, 
either in knowledge or virtue, can fcarce 
find room in that breaft, which is 
pofleflcd by the fpirit of play; 
the fpirits become vapid, the con- 
ilitution is enfeebled, the complexion 
grows pale ; till, in the end, the mind, 
body, friends, fortune, and even the 
hopes of futurity fink together ! Happ^, 
i£ nature terminates the fcene, and nei-- 
ther juftice nor fuicide are called ia to 
accdierate her tardy approach. 

I am, 

my Lord, &c. 



Q^a jimong 



I 
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Among other Papers in the cujiody of Mrj 
Naih, nvas the following angry Letter^ 
addrejfed to him in this manner. 

"To Richard Nafti, Efq- 

King of Bath. 

SIRE, 

Muft defire your Majcfty to ord^r the 
inclofed to be read to the great Mr. 
Koyle^ if he be found in any part of your 
dominions. You will perceive, that \\ it 
a panegyrick on his manifold virtues, and 
that he is thanked more particularly for 
fpending his time fo much to the emolu* 
ment of the public, and for obliging the 
world with a book more read than the 
Bible, and which fo eminendy tends ^a 
promote chriftian knowledge, found 
morality, and the happinefs of mail-* 
kind. 

{^he inclofed we have omitted^ as it con^ 
tains a fat ire on gaming^ and iw^y pro-' 
bably give offence to our betters.) 

This 
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This author, however (continues the 
letter writer) has not fet forth half the 
merits of the picc^ under confidcration^ 
nor is the great carp which he has taken 
to prevent our reading any other book, in- 
ftcad of this, been fufficiently taken nor 
tice of: beware of counterfeits^ thefe 
books are not to be depended on^ unlefs 
figned by E. Hoyle, is a charitable adr 
monition. As you have fo much power 
at Batby and are abfolute, I think you ^ 
ihould imitate other great monarchs, by 
rewarding thofe with honours who have 
bpen Serviceable in your ftate; and I beg 
that a new order may be cftabliCbed for 
that purpofe. Let him who has done 
nothing but game all his life, and has 
reduced the ijjofl families to ruin and 
beggary, be made a Marfial of the Black 
Ace \ and thofe who are every day mak- 
ing profelyte? to the tables, have the ho- 
nour of knighthood conferred on them, 
^nd be diftinguiihed by the flyle and title 
pf Knights of the four Knaves. 



0.3 The 
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The moment I came into Batb^ my 
cars were faluted with the news of a 
gentleman's being plundered at the gam- 
ing table, and having loft his fenfes on 
the occafion. The fame day a duel was^ 
fought between two gentlemen gamefters 
on the Downs, and in the evening ano- 
ther hanged himfelf at the Bear -, but 
firft wrote a note^ which was found near 
him, importing that he had injured the 
beft of friends, Thefe are the atchieve- 
ments of your Knights of t be four Knaves. 
The Devil will pick the bones of all 
gamefters, that's certain !~7~Ay ! and 
of duellers too ! but in the mean timq 
let none think that duelling is a mark of 
courage ; for I know it is not. A pcrfon 
ferved under me in Flanders who hac[ 
fought four duels, and depended |b much 
on his fkill, the ftrength of his arm, and the 
length of his fword, that he would take? 
up a quarrel for any body ; yet, in the 
field, I never faw one behave fo like a pol- 
troon. If a few of thefe gamefters and 
oiuellers were gibbeted^ it might perhaps 
z help 
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help to amend the reft. I have often 
thqiight, that the only way^ or at 
leaft, the mqft effeftual way, to prer 
vent duelling, v^rould be to hang both 
parties, the living and tbe dead, on the 
fame tree*^ and if the w^inner and the 

lofcf 

* A fcbetne to pr<5vent duelling, finiilar to this, 
was attempted by Guftavus A^lphus ; and i$ thus re- 
cordrd by the writer of his life. 

** In one of the PruJJian Campaigns, when the 
irrational pradice of duelling arofe to a copfiderabl^ 
height in the Swedijh army, not only amongftper(bn$ 
of rank and faihion> but even amongft common fo>- 
diers, this printre publifhed a fevere edi£t, and de- 
nounced death againft every delinquent. Soon after 
a quarrel arofe between two officers of very high 
command, and a6 they knew the king's firmne(s ia 
preferving his word inviolable, they agreed to requel^ 
an audience, and befought his permiffion to decide the 
affair like men of honour. His majefiy took fire in a 
moment, but reprefled his paffion with fuch art, that 
(hey eafily miftoo|c him ; of courfe with fomc relufi:- 
ance, but under the appearance of pitying brave men, 
who thought their repuuation injured, he told them, 
that he blamed them much for their miftaken notions, 
concerning Fame and Glory ; yet as this unreafonable 
determination appeared to be the refult of deliberate re- 
'fledion, to the beftof their del\ided capacity, he would 
allow them to decide the afiair at the time and place 
fpecified : and, gentlemen, faid he^ I will be an 
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lofcr were treated in the fame mannei*^ 
it would be better for the publick ; 

fince the tucking up of a few R Is 

might be a warning to others, and 
fave many a jvorthy family from dc- 
ftrudion. 

I am yours, bocl 

The author of this letter appears to 
have been very angry, apd not without 
reafon ; for, if I am rightly informed, 
his only fon was ruined at Batby and 

eye witne& myfelf of your extraordinary valpur aA4 
prowcfs. 

At the hour appointed Gu/lavus arrived, accom- 
panied by a fmall body of infantry, whom he form- 
ed into a circle round the combatants. *< Now^ 
fays he, fight till ope man dies 3" and calling the 
executioner of the army to him (or the proyoft- 
mar(hal, as the language then ran) ^^ Friend, ad- 
ded he, the inftant one i^ killed, behead the other 
before my eyes/' 

Aftoni(bed with fuch Inflexible firmnefs, the two 
generals, after paufine a moment, fell down on 
their knees, and a^ed the king's forgivenefs, 
who made them embrace each other, and give 
their promife to pontinue faithful friends to their 
laft moment^ I ^s ^hey did with fmcerity and 
tb^nkfulnefs. 

by 
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\>y. fharpers. But why is Najh to b? 
blamed fpr this. ? It muft be acknow^ 
ledged, that he always took pains to 
prevent the ruin of the youth of both 
fexcs, and had fo guarded againft duel- 
ling, that he would not perqiit a fword 
to be worn in BatJb. 

As the heart of a man is better known 
by his private than public anions, let us 
take a view of NaJh' in domeftick life ; 
among his fervants and dependants where 
no glofs was required to colour his fen- 
timcnts and difpofition,,nor any ^mafk 
neceffary to conceal his foibles. Here 
we fhall find him the fame open-heart- 
ed, generous, good-natured man we 
hav9 already defcribed; one who was 
ever fond of promoting the interefts of 
his friends, his fervants, and dependants, 
and making them happy. In his own 
)ioufe no man perhaps was more regular, 
chearful, and beneficent than Mr. NaJh. 
His table was always free to thofe who 
fought his fricndfhip, or wanted a din- 
ner ; and after grace was faid, he ufual- 
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ly accofted the company in the following 
extraordinary manner, to take off all 
reftraint and ceremony. ** Come, gen-r 
tlemen, eat and welcome, fpare, and the 
Devil choak you." I mention this cir- 
cumftance for no other reaibn, but be- 
paufe it is well known,^ and is coniiften^ 
with the fingiilarity of his charader and 
behaviour. 

As Mr. Najh'^ thoughts were entirely 
employed in the affairs of his govern-? 
ment, he vyas feldom at homd but at the 
time of eating or of reft. His table was 
well ferved, but his entertainmept con- 
fifted principally of plain dirties. Boile4 
chicken and roaft mutton were his far 
vourite meats, and he was fo fond of the 
fmall fort of potatoes, tliat he called 
them Englijh pine-apples, and generally 
eat them as others do fruit, after dinner* 
In drinking he was altogether as regular 
And abftemious. Both in this, and in 
eating, he feemed to confult nature, and 
obey only her didtates.. Good fmall beer^ 
with or without a glafs of wine in it, 

and 
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and fomctimcs wine and water, was hi^ 
^rink at meals, and after dinner he ge- 
nerally drank one glafs of wine, Hfe 
ieemed fond of hot luppers, ufually 
fupped about nine or ten o'clock, upon 
roaft brcaft of mutton and his potatoes, 
and foon after fupper went to bed; 
which induced Dr. Cheney to tell him 
jcftlngly, that be bebaveHlike other brutes^ 
and ley down as foon as he had JHled bis 
belly. Very true^ replied Nafli, and this 
frefcription I had from my neighbour's 
Cow, who is a better fhyfician than you, 
and a fuperior judge of plants, notwith^ . 
fianding you have written Jo learnedly on 
the "oeget able diet » 

Nafi generally arofe early in die morn- 
ing, being feldom in bed after five ; and 
to avoid difturbing the family, and de- 
priving his fervants of their reft, he had 
the fire laid after he was in bed, and in 
the morning lighted it himfelf, and fat 
down to read fonie of hi§ fe^y, but well 
chofen books. After reading ibme time, 
fic ufually went to the pump-room and 

dranlj: 
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drank the waters ; then took a walk oi? 
the parade, and went to the cofFee-hpuf^ 
to breakfaft ; after which, till two 
p'clock (his ufual time of dinner) his 
hours were fpent in arbitrating difference? 
amongft his neighbours, or the company 
reforting to the wells ; direfting the di- 
verfions of the day, in vifiting the new 
comers, or receiving friends at his own 
houfe, of which there were a great copr 
courfe till within fix or eight years befor? 
his death. 

His gencrofity s^nd charity in privat? 
life, . ^ough not fo confpicuous, was as 
great as that in publick, and indeed far 
more confiderable than his little income 
would admit qf. He cpuld not flifle 
the natural impulf? which h? h^d to 
do good, but frequently borrpwed mor 
jiey to relieve the diftrefled ; and wheiji 
he knew not conveniently where to 
borrow, he has been often obferved 
to fhed tears, as he pafTed through the 
wretched fupplicants who attended his 
gate. 

This 
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This fenfibility, this power of feeling 
the misfortunes of the miferable, and 
his addrefs and earneftnefs in relieving 
their wants, exalts the charadter of Mr« 
Najhi and draws an impenetrable veil 
over his foibles* His Angularities are 
forgotten when we behold his virtues^ 
and he who laughed at the whimfical 
character and behaviour of this Mo- 
narch of Batb^ now laments that he \% 
no more^ 
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